
<lifH(iilty has urinfii plsewhen? as to the
inculeiKo of taxation. The problem has
nowhere yet been satiHfactorily settled,
but the government hopes to see its way
clear to practical solution. In thi'a
connection it may be stated that the at-
titude of the government with rcsppot
to the mortKage tax was well presented
in a letter written by the lion, the Pre-
sident of the Executive Council to his
constitutents, an extract from which is
here given:

"(1) Repeal the Mortgage Tax.
"To the first question I can only sav

that I, as well as the rest of the gov-
ernment and the government supporters,
are anxious to have this mis-called mort-
gage tax repealed, but repealed in such
a way as to meet the wislies of the
mortgages, viz.: to lift (.he burden of
the tax from their shoulders. No solu-
tion of this matter after various meet-
ings has ben arrived at, and the difH-
culties are of such a nature that the
government has placed upon the supple-
mentary estimates a sum of $1,000 for
a commission to report on financial dif-
ficulties of agriculturists, irrigation, etc..

which will include the mortgage tax (so-
called).

"I hope that this commission will, af-
ter calling evidence and mature consid-
eration, be able to suggest u solution o'
what In my view is a most intricate
problem.

LITERATURE FOR FARMERS.
As further evidence of the desire of

the government to benefit the agricul-
turist, a system of circulating libraries
has been provided for, whereby rural or
other communities may be supplied with
suitable literatui >. This will include
standard works of interest to the young-
er people, both boys and girls, of his-
tory, travel, and biography; and of the
latest and best books in agriculture.
Ihese will be passed on from time to
time, so that in time every community
will have the benefit of all ihe volumes
purchased or available for ^his purpose
As the great majority of the books so
circulated, especially those of particu-
lar interest and value to farmers, would
otherwise not be available, great bene-
fits should accrue from the ostoblidh-
ment of such a system.


