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will select you as his chief adviser or his Secretary of State.

For my part, instead of providing cabinet offices, I should

prepare the cat and the pillory.

It may not be uninteresting, if not precisely cheerful, to

enquire about the fate likely in store for the provinces who

seek separation, in the event of the possibility of their release.

In spite of the wealth which they boast of, to me they seem to

stand up on the very verge of pauperdom. Enjoying the felicity

of independence and isolation, each one would be a Lazarus

at the gates of the Empire. We know very well that the

expense of house-keeping, in Nova Scotia and in New Bruns-

wick, is greater than either province is able to bear ; and either

one or the other is always found at Ottawa, with a threat or a

prayer upon her lips, asking for still " better terms." Let us

suppose one of these provinces cast adrift. Her only sources of

income would be the proceeds from the sale and lease of her

timber and mineral lands, and the toll of the custom-houses.

To-day Nova Scotia is almost completely stripped of her

forest, and the area of woodland in New Brunswick is rapidly

diminishing; and if there is but little income from the mines

for the individual, there would be less for the public treasuries.

The ship-yards are idle, and must remain so from now until

the end of time; nor is there any industry in sight or in the

distant future. Under the terms of confederation a sum of

80 cents per head is set apart from the Dominion treasury,

and to hope that this amount could be made up under the

regime of divorce, from the little provincial custom-houses, is

mere delusion. For the lack of responsible guarantee, the

obligations of these provinces would go begging in the money


