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country. Tlio snino night lier cables were out by n party of gay

yuuiig Frc'iiclimcn, excited by wine, ax\d she dnlto'l down the Htreiun.

AlttT his (h'piirturo, the citizens con\oiici], and dispalciu'd envoys

to tlie Krencli court with l'renh reincMHtrances agiiinst their expatria-

tion, l)Ut in vain; and in July, 17(57, tlu y lonrned uitli consternation

tliiit the Spanish captain-gentral, O'Ueilly, (an Irishman by birth, a

Simniard by clioice,) with a force of about live thousand men, had

entovcd the Mississippi. Uofi)ro such an ovcrwhelniini^' demonstra-

tion, the feeble province had no resource but submisHion; liiid

deiiutics W'rc accordingly dispatched with it to O'Ueilly. That

pcrflviK u' lorr^nandcr received them with much courtesy, and as-

Bi;ivd tlicm but. I of amnesty for past olU'iices, and a mild and paternal

g v.;r ' Mit for the future. Neverlheless, lie cherished a deadly

hatred against the French, which, superadded to natural arrogance

and cruolty, was not long in making its murderous manifestation.

Tuk'.iig on himself all the state and mock royalty of a petty sover-

eign, he soon had under arrest a nun\ber of the most prominent

citizens in the state, especially those connected with the late demon-

stration of resistance. Lafreniero and four others, after the travesty

of a trial, were sentenced to be hung; but were finally executed by

shooting—a fate which they met with much courage and magnanim-

ity. Six others were sentenced to imprisonment for life or for a

term of y 'jars, and were presently consigned to the dungeons of the

Moro, at Havana. In open infraction of the treaty, the tyrant then

jirocceded arbitrarily to change the form of government, which, by

that instrument, had been assuriid to tiie province, and to substitute

the laws of Castile for those of France. The people, unable to resist

these oppressions, rendered a sullen submission. The greater part

of the wealthy and enter[)rising portion of the population had already

taken refuge in St. Domingo, whence, a few years afterwards, the

tide of fugitives, driven by servile insurrection, was destined again

to flow to Louisiana. This emigration was finally stopped by an

order of the governor, lest his territories should be utterly depopu-

lated. In 1770, he took his departure, and the province was annexed

to the captain-generalship of Cuba. Ilis successor in t!ie adminis-

tration. Nuzaga, governed kindly and well, and the colony, though

restricted in its commerce, enjoyed some dcg.*ee of prosperity.

It jnly remains to notice the final transfer of this valuable terri-

tory, together witli the brief reestabiishment of its French nationality.

By tlie treaty of 18(X), Spain had agreed to restore Louisiana to
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