
upon

railways, wjih Hiniply iiu-alciilahU^ All honor, thoivforo, to the

man who, uhovu all othors, had \tvvn iiiHtniniontal in hi-ingin^ ahoiit

tlu^ho ivHiillH. (CheiM'H.) Thou wo ha<l tlio (Ilnrt^y Uonorvi^ (^iiostion.

a nioHt (lifHoult an<l I'oniolox nuitt'T, in winch Sir Fran<'iH had boon

in (ho front of tho hattio, doniandin*;, un<l in tho ond securinji^, tho

right of Ciinadians to sottlo it. Tho Htrugi(lo wan arduous, hut the

roHult was a Hottloniont whioh has i-occivod gouoral oonciirronco.

(Choors.) Tho abolition of Soignoi'ial Toniiro was another groat

rofoi-ni wo owe, in a largo measure, to Sir Franois lliiu'ks. The

negotiations whioh onilod in looiprooity with tho United States, were

largely carried on by him, and tinally conoludod wlien he was Prime

Minister, and, in that oapacity, aooomimniod Jjord Elgin to

VVasliington. Tho oslablishmont of tho stoam mail sorvioo with

(Jroat Britain was tho work of the llinoUs' Administration, and, in

this n»attor, their friend had given siipixn't and ett'ect to the exertions

of tho Hon. John Vonng, with whom tho sohome origuuited. and to

\vhoso energy and patriotism they owed so mucli. (Cheers.) lie

I'oidd go on to nu^ntion a host of important matters dealt with to

great ])ublic advantage dui'ing those busy years, did time pei-mit.

But a poricxl was i'eaoho(l when tlio great abilities of Sii* Franois

obtained Imperial rocognilion. It would bo interesting to read, in

this conr.iK'tion, some exti-aots from otfioial corrospondonoe whioh

Sir Franois had kindly placed in his hands. The first letter was

from Sir William Molesworth, Secretary of State foi- tlie Colonies,

dated 17th August, 1855:

—

" COI-ONIAL OfFIOK, V

ITtli August, 185.").
J

<« My Dhar Hincks—'i'hc Ofticc of Qovcruor-in-Chief of Barbadous and tho

Windward Islands will bu imtncdiatuly vacant. If i>. «' ould suit you to accept

it, it would give me very great pleasure to submit to 'le Queen tt»e name of a

statesman so distinguislied in Colonial administration as yourself. Lord

Palmerston joins me in the >\isb that you may be able to undertake this office.

•j •)>
.

•' Believe me, ' V '

L
'

, ,, ' . >,., ," Yours very truly,
'

* « William Molksworth.
^ " P.8.—The salary is £4,000 a year.

" To F. Hincks, Esq."

(Cheers.) The second, written a few days later, proved what had

long been known to the intimate friends of Sir Francis, that tho offer

had been entirely unexpected, and that ho had asked for time to


