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but vigforous oilkhoots of that sound old stock timt,

when passing through the stages of advancement

which we have just reached, when the population of

England was about the same as ours is now, thought

themselves able to face a disciplined army with the

limited amountof preparation that Motley so quaintly

describes. They should not compare small things

with great, but things which bear rfome proportion to

each other, and they ought not to expect us to be less

averse to expensive standing armies than our ances-

tors were when their necessities were quite as great.

But let me turn your attention to another period

of English history. Let us come down the stream

of time from 1588 to 1685, and inquire in what

condition the army and militia of England were

when her population was nearly double that of

Canada. First, read what Macaulay says on the

subject of direct taxation :—" The discontent excited

'' by direct imposts is, indeed, almost always out of

" proportion to the quantity of money which they

" bring into the Exchequer, and the tax on chim-

" nies was, even among direct imposts, peculiarly

" odious, for it could be levied only by means of

" domiciliary visits, and of such visits the English

^' have always been impatient to a degree which

" the people of other countries can but faintly

" conceive."

It is hoped that some allowance will be here-

after made for our hereditary impatience of direct

taxation.
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