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vonunitly liiiiisclf. So far ns Now York is coiicorncd, the |)roba.-

Inlity tliJil licv incrcliaiits will t'vor sliij) ;i;raiii across tlic Atlantic,

i'i<i (.^hulnH*. is cxtrctMcly rciuotc. vVpart from the <lisa(lvaiitap;c of

tln> St. l/'wronci' li(MnL;;oiil_v open six months in tlio year, and from

.ill ((iiisidoral'ons of iiati(»nalitvan(l mercantile convenience, we must
hear in mind the fact that vessels tradinc; to New York dejxMid, fen*

<hei profits, niaiidy upon their inward frei;^ht, and have ^^enerally,

a "te disch.iri;in;j:, the alternative of acceptin*^ an extremely low rate

I'lir <rrain, i^ce., or "shil'tini;- port," jind seeking more remunerative

rati's at (i>ii('h('C or elsewhere, This low rate of [Vi'i'^ht is practically

loiind to nxtre than compensate for any ;j:reater expense which may
1m> incurred in ilu> transmission of ^'rain hy the Canals to New
\'ork, than hy the St. liawrcnce to Montreal, and this is the vcnson

why heavy slii])nients (»f ^-rain are made, ol'tentinies from New York,

A\li(Mi Montreal is unahle to send forward a sin <;1(> hushel. Were
the export trade oj" New York to increase so as to aflurd the cer-

tainty of (Hiployin;:, satisficlorily, the Avhol(> of th(> shippiu"];

seekini; charters thert\ it is prohahle that vessels seekinif frei^^ht

at many other Tnited Stales ports would he enticed to New York.

ir this did not ])Vove sutrieieiit then from the easier access thereto,

and from the exti'nsive commerciiil relations existint; hetw<'en the

two places, tliere is no reason to doni>t that the New York
nierchant^ would first seek the aid of" Montreal.

I niiiy piiiise liere to answei' a (juestion which may he raised,

wlieilier ir the vessels trailing to New York dejieml mainly upon
tlie iVeiirht ti> tiiat place. (]uel)ec could not aspire to ohtaininij

tlie <-:irria'ie of tliat portion, at lenst, of such car^^oesasis intended

lor the \Vesiern States. It is not necessary to dwell at length

iijioti tlie imtui-al doire <»f the Nev," York merchants to keep as

iniicli eoiitrol as jiossiMe of the jfoods they I'urnish to their Western
ciis|((iiiers. and to import them hy any means they think best calcu-

!:!i('d i.t suit their own or their country's interests. It is sufficient

t<» reply (hat il'sm'i .1 selieme he feasible, abundant op])orttndty to

curry it n'.'.r i- idVoideil in the numerous vessels comini^ to this port

in ballast, and tlat it would be far wiser to employ these in carrying;;

goods intended for the western states, than occupy oneself in the

vain endeavour to entice fresh vessels into the servic(> by offerinj]^

thcTii the clian<H' of a grain charter, or failing that, ii cargo of

tind»er as w bait. When Quebec succeeds in snatcliing from New
Y'^ork the export ti-ade, and not before, may she expect to secure

the import trade. II' the chances of the one arc so remote, how
much more so are they of the other.

With respect to Montreal there is no reason to suppose that her

merchants will avail themselves of the services of Quebec until

abs(dutely compelleil thereto by tlio want of sufficient shipping or

harbour accommodation for their purposes. Montreal possesses


