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^pr several ilnys the Gorernor, with the ofAceri and genttemtn

off duty, had taken up their quarters in the R6colIet Convent,

where they slept in their clothes. At last, early in the morning

of the 3 1st December, and during a violent snow storm, Mont-
gomery, at the head of the New York tnmps, advanced to the

attack ofthe Lower town, from its western extremity, along a

road between the base and cape Diamond and the river.

Arnold, at the same time, advanced from the General Hospital

by way of St. Charles Street. The two parties were to meet

at the lower end of Mountain Street, and when united were to

force Prescott-Gate. Two feint attacks in the mean time on

the side towards the west, were to distract the attention of the

garrison. Such is the outline of this daring plan, the obstacles

to the accomplishment of which do not seem to have entered

into the contemplation of the American officers, who reckoned

too much upon their own fortune and the weakness of the

garrison.

When, at the head ( f seven hundred men, Montgomery had

advanced a short distance beyond the spot were the Inclined

Plane has since been constructed, he came to a narrow defile

with a precipice towards the river on the one side, and the

steep rock above him on the other. This place is known by
the name of Pris-de- Ville. Here all further approach to the

Lower Town was ^intercepted, and commanded by a battery

of three pounders placed in a hangard to the south of the pass.

The Post was entrusted to a Captain of Canadian Militia,

whose force consisted of thirty Canadian and eight British

Militiamen, with nine British seamen to work the guns, as

artillerymen, under Captain Barnsfare, Master of a transport,

laid up in the harbor during the winter. At day-break, some
of the guard, being on the look out, discovered, through the

imperfect light, a body of troops in full march from Wolfe's
Cove upon the Post. The men had been kept under arms
waiting with the utmost steadiness for the attack, which they

had reason to expect, from the reports of deserters ; and in

pursuance of judicious arrangements which had been pre-

viously concerted, the enemy was allowed to approach
unmolested wiihin a small di stance. They halted at about fifty

yards from the barrier ; and as the guard remained perfectly

still, it was probably concluded that they were not on the alert.

To ascertain this nn officer r/as seen to approach quite near t»


