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l'\.>r lifteen years tlic iniliix of cuiiLn-ition \va.'< siu-h a.s to consuiiif

the creator part of tlir .surplus jti-uductiuiis tli:it would otiitTwisc

liavc sous^lit the li.'ikcs ;is i(s odth't to ;iii Atlantic uiarkiit.

l5iiii}i;nition has coiiLiuued and still pruceods with an incruasi'd

ratio, hat the fixed population lias so inrreased, tiiat it is steadily

rind ra[)idly ji^aininij; in its surplus production over all domestic
dianands. The Kastern bound tonnaun; of the Kv'w. ('anvil dc

rived from the liakos in the year js;')*), was o-t.l^l!) ton.s, Mid in

the year 18.'),'), it was, l.,lil ;!,()!)( I tun>, or twenty-two fold in 17

years, and the territory for the most part is only in the infancy

of settlement, hut a lar^e ]»orti(tn of its trade has taken the route

of the Alississijipi. Xearly all the natural navitiatiou of rivers

within its borders is eonneeted with the Mississij)pi, and until

artitieial channels of navij^ation and railroads wen- o})ened, trade

with the Ijake route was restricted to such distances as could

bear transportation to its ports, over (n. imon roads, and these on

the rich soil of the West, were vciy inierior of their kind.

The railroad iin]»rovenu'nt has come in, and will prove a vast

auxiliary to the hake trade. It is eminently a(la]iled to ju'oduce

gi'eat intiuence on th(! etinimer.'e of llic West. TInnr ^reat fa-

cilities for light traifie, especially in passeujiers, and tin; favour-

abh.' formation of the country foi- the'r construction, ))erniits

them to be made and supported, where a canal would be imprac-

ticable for want of water, or where, if made, the heavy trade to

which it is adapted would not be snihciimt for it< supjiort. Four

years sinee, tin; only railroad connecting the wattn'sof the Lakes

with those of the .Mi;^sissippi, were two in Ohio, connecting

(.'incinnatti with vSandusky and Cleveland or Lake Krie. The
(jalena Kailroad was comnu'need at (Mmaud. and had exteiideil

about 40 miles. T)un-e are now tlirc llailroads that conimc-t

Chica<;o or Jiakt; .Mitdiiiian with tin; Missouri. Oiu' at (Jalena,

oU€ at liix-k Island and out- at Alton, near the mouth of tlu'

Missouri. Other railroads are matle anil in ))rojii'ess that will

iiDrc or l(>,ss affect the Western trade. Their |>ro<j:ress within

the last tour years has b*!enuu](arall<'led, and thitUL;'.! now checked

by t!ie strintrencv of monetary affairs, thcv will he carried

forward with little <lelay to meet the leiiitimate wants ot a urow-

ing' conuueree. l>y an inspection of tin i'ailway Map, it will bi-

;c(;n, the roads <;enerally point to the Lake Ports, and their pro-SC(

moters look tn tlu> Lake trade as their main reliance for tratlic.

The elfeet of canals ami railroads is to open ^reatin- faeilitie.s

for intereonununication, extend the settlement of the country

from the banks of naviirabh; str.ntms, and cause it to Sjjread over

the whole surface, eausinu; th.ereiiy a L;en<.'ral increase of trade.


