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fnaking the Place of Councillor hereditary-, as \t may in a
few Years greatly embarral's Government, and be the meant
of degrauing the Ariftocratic Branch of the Legiflature,

from their Poverty or their Numbers, in the Eyes of th«

Public, which I fubmit as an obje<^ of very fcrious confi-

deration to this Honourable Houfe. ^'

I come now. Sir, to fay a few Words on the manner in

which this Bih provides for the Eftablifhment of a Houfc
of Aflembly or Reprefentatives of the People. The num*
ber of Reprefentatives who are to compolc this Branch of
?,he Legiflacure for Lower Canada, is propofed to be not

fewer than Thirty—Sir, in all the free States of Antiquity

it was a general Rule that every free Citizen who chofe to

attend had a Right to give his Vote or Voice on every

public Queftion, either for making Laws or otherwile. It

is to Modern Times that we are indebted for that noble

invention by which a Large, Populous* and extenfive King-
dom may be Governed on Principles which effectually fe-*

cure the Liberty and Independence of the People ; while

the Government at the fame Time retains that Uniformi*

ty, Wifdom, and Dignity, which ought to chara<5terize a
great and free People Every Member of this Honoura-
ble Houfe muft have anticipated what I mean ; for the

Reprefentation of the People in the Legiflature by their

Deputies, is perhaps the greateft ftretch of Political Wil*
dom which the World has yet witneflcd.

By this happy Inftitution the People have the Opportu-
nity, at particular Periods, of chufing from among them-
felves thofe of their Fellow Subject or Citizens who are

moft remarkable for their Wifdom, Abilities, Honour,
and Independence j and of deputing them to meet the

Governors of the Kingdom, to revifs the Old, and ena6b

New Laws, to aflift in dfrcdting the Operations of Go-
vernment, and to examine into the Conduct of the Pul>
lie Servants. While the People, fatisfied that their De*
puty has every inducement to A6t with Propriety, from
the diftinguifhed Honour conferred on him by their Choice
and the great TiuH repofed in him, know likewife, that-
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