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LETTER XXIX.

Novemheriy^ '779*
jr^ITH all pojpble refpcSl to the fentiments of

more experienced Men, the Author of the

foregoing Letters prefunies to offer it as his

opinion, that we \\tLVt probably been in an error in

dropping fuch Ships of the Line as were thofe

of lail war carrying 68 guns with 520 men,
fuch as the Lancafler, Orford, and Norihumber-

landy and fubllituting fo many of 74 guns ; as

comparatively, and in a national fcale, the former

were perhaps better. They required 80 men lefs;

drew lefs water ; carried their ports as well ; (lowed

a ^n'^/fr quantity of provifions in proportion to

their complement ; were in lefs dai-ger from
taking the ground, being flatter floored, and for

the fame reafon could approach the fliore nearer

to cover the landing of men or to attack batteries;

were what tlie Seamen call better Sea-boats

;

required lefs expenfive rigging and mails, and
are not apt to be injured fo much in either, both

from their conftrudlion, and their compiu'cUive

lightnefs. They are more mann.gen.ble (as the hu-

man powers, by numbers being added, cannot be

brought to atl \\r\i\\ proportionable efie^c upon fuch

nafts, yards, cables, &c. as are extremely large).

They are moreeafily docked and hove down, and

are in lefs danger in flioal water, which may be

made appear by the lofs of tlie InvDicibli and

Mars lall war. They being v/hac the Seamen
call long-legged, fliarp firps, and drawing

more water, were loil, \vhc:e fliips of t!ie o!i

conllrudian


