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Minifter three months before. Thefe conciliatory propofitions Were ftudioully with-

held, while the Miniftry were iifing their utmofl: endeavours to raife 15,000 men from

Scotland, Mancheftcr, &c. and to plr.ngc the nation into the general adoption of tb.e

war, by entangling private individuals in fubfcriptions of money, to be put ducftly into

the hands of the Crown, unconnededly with Parliament, for the purpofe of fupporting

the authority of Great Britain over the rcheUioits Colonics. Such were the terms and ob-

jedls held our for thefe fubfcriptions. But when the bills therafelvcs made their appear-

ance in parliament, which was not till after this eventual treaty was f gned, their contents

were found to be an abfolute furrcnder of all the authority of the Parliament of Great

Britain over the Colonies, What then is the charge againlT: this evi'ntiid treaty ? It is

t'^.is that America, with an evil mir.d, engaged in, and contented to, a treaty of alli-

ance with France, having the fullcfl reafon to be confident, that every polliule conceflion

ncceflary towards ellabliiliing a fafe and permanent peace, would be made ? Upon what

grounds were they to conclude this ? Did the Minifter declare that he was preparing a

bill for furrendering every claim of parliamentary fupremacy over the colonies, viz. par-

liamentary taxation, parliamentary controul, and the aft (f navigation ? No!—Were

they to conclude that the Miniftry in the cabinet were meditating this univerfal furren-

der of all the authority of Great Britain, from their public and well-known condudV, in em-

ploying all their partizans abroad, with the utmoft: fury, to engage in private fubfcriptions

thefrienJs to their King and Country, in erder to fupport the authority of Great Britain over her

rebellious Colonies F Surely fuch condudlon the ])art of the Minifl:ry could not juftify the

conflrudion of any fuppofed amicable and pacific difpofitions towards America. The

only authentic manifeftation of the minifterial intentions, was conveyed through the

King's fpeech, at the opening of the preceding feflion of Parliament, on November 2oth>

*777> ^vhich declared the neceffity of preparing /or fuch farther operations of zvar, as the

ohjiinacy of the rebels might render expedient. The addrefles of the two houfcs of Parlia-

ment exprefled their full fatisfaftion and concurrence with fuch meafures. Could it

then be cxpedted that the Americans fhould conftrue all thefe concurring teftimonies of

the continuance of hoftile meafures, as fo many pledges that minifters intended to relin-

quifh hoftility, and to proceed by the road of conciliation Cind unlimited conceflion ? It is

an infult upon the underftiandings of mankind, to pretend, that an explicit declaration of

war from the throne, is to be confidered as a fiction, preparatory to the furrender of every

parliamentary claim of legiflation and fupremacy, and of every beneficial intereft; of this

country. No one can expeft that the Americans fliould have refigned themfclves with

implicit confidence, in thefincerity and good faith of a Minillry, who in every public aft

of their own and their partizans, difcovered the certain and unequivocal marks of dupli-

city. However, under all thefe juftifiable caufes of fufpicion, they ft:ill did not run head-

long into an aSiual ixe^iy of alliance with France ; as long as the terms of the conciliatory

propofitions were undivulged, and as long as the mode of the negotiation, carried any pre-

tence of being conduftcd unconncftedly with force of arms, they refufcd to bind their
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