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This hypothefis in Its utmofl extent may
appear wild and extravagant to many, ana
poiHbly is fo. But ioes it appear fuch to the

£mpre(s Queen ? for this is the only

queilion which conecrns Britain, France

would certainly find her advantage in it,

whofe prefent cqndud in any other fuppofi-

tion would be abfurdly mad, ruining herr

felf in Germany to flrengthen her only rival

upon land, and to weal^en and undo the on-

ly ally (he could truft 1:0 againft her. If we
muft fuppofe cither of the monarchs fitter

for Bed/am than a throne, Lewis or Tbere/a,

can we hefitate in our preference ? A wo-
man fared with injuries and lulling for re-

venge, who feels with indignation that

while her anceftors were contending againfl

France in a conflidl by which neither was a

gainer, a fubordinate Prince, in the eyes of

;

pride her fubjedt and vafTal, rofe to a height

which mated her power, and with a facri-

legious hand tore from her diadem one of

its brightefl and moil precious jewels. I

fay a woman thus agitated, may when de-

nied by her friends the means of vengeance,

be tranfported by a double refentmciit to

throw herfelf even into the arms of an old

enemy, now more compliant with her call

and co-opeiAting with her paflions : fo pro-

bably was this »inion produced. By the

treaty oiVerfaiUes «ach power renounced
I * that


