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the Confideratlons is miflaken in his fird prin^

ciples. The battles of Crefly, Poidliers, and

Agincourt, were gained by Engliflimen, and

Englifhmen alone : the battle of Minden,

which, every thing confidered, was more glo-

rious than all the three, was gained by Britons,

with a more confeflcd fuperiority againft them,

than there was againft the fon of Edward the

Third, or the father of Henry the Sixth.

There is undoubtedly a principle of politi-

cal, as well as of commercial, arithmetic -, but

the data of the former are extremely hard to

be fettled. The confiderer goes to work in the

Cheapfide way; he pofts his books, he ftrikeshis

balance, but he does not give weight for inches,

though he brings forth a moft plaufible account.

I will venture to fay that hiftory cannot pro-

duce a period of glory that is not liable to ex-

ception, if thofe mechanical calculations are

to take place. " From the time, fays the confi-

derer, when the whole of France was united

to the crown, and the liberties of the ftates and

nobility abfolutely fubjeifted to its power, the

kingdom of France has been, in the extent of

hs country, the number of its inhabitants, and

the greatnefs of its revenue, fuperior to Bri-

tain." I admit that France, in the extent of its
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