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area of the latter, bounded on the south by the Canadian fork of the

Arkansas, and by the lands of the Choctaws and Chickasaws. The

tract has an extent of seventy miles from east to west, and is fully ade-

quate to their wants. A blacksmith's shop is maintained for them ;

they are furnished with agricultural implements, and have been gratui-

tously subsisted, as other tribes, one year, at the public expense. It is

thought to be unfavorable to their progress, that they have been allowed

to migrate, with their slaves, who are averse to labor and exert a para-

lysing influence on their industry. This tribe is far behind the other

southern tribes in civilisation and manners. They occupied, while in

Florida, a region truly tropical in its climate, and which yielded spon-

taneously no unimportant part of their subsistence, in the arrowroot and

in sea fish. Their chief product thus far, in the west, has been corn.

They live under the authority of local chiefs, who, as in all their past

history, exercise influence in proportion to their talents and courage.

Their withdrawal from scenes and situations which served as nurseries

of idle, savage habits, and their association with the other leading tribes,

who are now bent on supporting themselves exclusively by agriculture,

have been favorable. They have been at peace since their arrival on

the waters of the Arkansas ; and it is anticipated that they will, by ax-

ample and emulation, assimilate themselves in industry with the pre-

existing tribes. It has already been demonstrated that they will sus-

tain themselves in their new field of labor. But few of their numbers

—from the last accounts not exceeding 100*—novir remain in Florida.

5. Cherokees. This tribe is prominent among the native stocks in

the United States, and is foremost in the efforts it has made to take rank

ar.tir.>ng civilized oations. In this effort it has passed through some

iR^ -ore aH'l tragic ordeals from interoal dissensions, from which it would

Br -•:•>, vU't in proportion an the prize is brought within their grasp, are

ihc L^'.i" lultiplied which delay its seizure. And, notwithstanding its

strong c.ai*^s to consideration on this head, they have, it must be ad-

mitted, much to attain. The original position of the Cherokees, in

the valleys and the western spurs of the Alleganies, and remote from

the disturbing causes which agitated the other tribes, was highly favor-

able to their increase and advance. No tribe in North America had

remained so completely w Hsturbed, by red or white men, up t't the

year 1836. They were early, aad to a considerable extent, cultiva-

tors ; anJ whatever they were in ancient times, they have been a

Illation at peace, for a long period. Soon after the close of the late

r «? cf Jbi2, « portion of this tribe went over the Mississippi, and, by

a compact with government, placed themselves between the waters of

the White river and the Arkansas. This advance formed the nucleus
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