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lost ; for the natives ventured in their canoes, to bring off to

the ships, hogs and roots, ivhich they bartered as before.

One of our visitors, on this occasion, who offered some fish

hooks to sale, vtras observed to have a very small parcel,

tied to the string of one of them, which he separated with

great care, and reserved for himself, when he parted with

the hook. Being asked what it was, he pointed to his belly,

and spoke something of its being dead ; at the same time

saying, it was bad ; as if he did not wish to answer any

more questions about it. On seeing him so anxious to con-

ceal the contents of this parcel, he was requested to open

it, which he did with great reluctance, and some difficulty,

as it was wrapped up in many folds of cloth. We found

that it contained a thin piece of human flesh, and that these

people eat their enemies.

Several canoes came off in the morning, and followed us

as we stood out to sea, bartering their roots and other arti-

cles. Being very averse to believe these people to be cani-

bals, notwithstanding the suspicious circumstance which

bad happened the day befoi e, we took occasion now to make

some more inquiries about this. A small wooden instrument,

beset with sharks teeth, had been purchased ; and from its

resemblance to the saw or knife used by the New Zealanders,

to dissect the bodies of their enemies, it was suspected to

have the same use here. One of the natives being asked

about this, immediately gave the name of the instrument,

and told us, that it was used to cut out the fleshy part oi the

belly, when any person was killed. This explained and

confirmed the. circumstance above-mentioned, of the person

pointing to his belly. The man, however, from whom we

now had this information, being asked, if his countrymen

eat the part thus cut out, he denied it strongly, but, upon

the question being repeated, shewed some degree of fear,

and swam to his canoe. Just before he reached it, he noiade

signs, as he had done before, expressive of the use of the

instrument. And an old man, who sat foremost in the ca noe,
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