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point hy inipiiriii'.!: at the coiinterof a hank. How
this nia'v he F have not heeu ihere to iii(|iiire. I'm

suri- I am, that the undyinii; fires of patriotism are

yet snioulderiu'j: in llu- land of Marion, of I'inek-

riey, and of Sumter, anr! that they need hut a pro-

per oerasiou to '::ive them vent. Shoulil war come,

(whicli I cannot for a Tnotnent h(-lieve,) those who
now diU'erwilh us as to the |iolicy of this measure,

will, I douht not, he amon2;st the first to kindle the

watch-fires I'poil tlie altar of liherly. I,etus there-

fore, on this occasion, not lie intolerant lovv'ards

each other; hut while reposini: a freiierousi confi-

dence, "ultivatf! th(! kindlier smd lietli'r t'eelinL-;" of

our nature.

Our title to thi.s territory is the pivot upon which
the whole question must turn. It constitutes the

very essence, soul, and lil'e of the controversy.

Soiiie persons will deem it superemcration, at this

stai^e of the dist'ussion, to pans'> (Vu' a moment to

[M-ove our title, for the reason that lioth of tlicL'reat

political paulies of this cunnlry cducede it to he

'.•'lod and valid. That would do. il' this country

alone were concerned in the result. Ihit I a[>pre-

hend, that if the whii; and tory parties in Kntrland

should concede that we had no ju«t claim to Ore-

gon, we would not hy any means reirard that as

conclusive proof of the fact.

if it can he estahlished tiiat we h:\ve a fjoorl and
valid title to all or any ]>orlion of r)i-e;,'on, it ."settles

the rjuestion as to our (Inty, and as to our course,

to tin; extent of the territory to whii'h we are thus

entitled, h'or if any of it is ours, we must hold it,

or else yield it from fear of Great I'ritain. We
cannot do the l.ilt(T; for the act—craven and dis-

hoMora.hle in its(lf—would dissolve the charm and
hrcak tlie sprin;^ of our success as a nati(m.

.Much has l:(.'(:n well and justly said of the rafia-

city, injustice, and i^raspin;; amhition of (Jreat

Mritain. Thou'ih she may he rcrnrded hy other

nations as the " heast with seven heads and ten

horns," and thouLrh her iniquities toward them and
u* m.ay, and indeed have, ju'cumula'cd with each

suc'-eedini;- year: yet it all avails nothiir;- in this

controversy, if the territory hel<nv_''s to her. and not

to us. 'I'herefore, I proceed to exainine the difl'er-

ent elements of our title.

V>y the Fl.>rida treaty of the 2'M of Fchrnary,
1^1'), W'c ohtained all the rights which Spain then
had to that country north of 4"J'^, whether a<'cruinfr

from discovery, exploratior or o'vupation; and
tliey are as f illows; Froui the time oftlie discovery
by ('cduinhus, in 14'h'2, the Spanish (.Tovernnient

never rested till th"v had eyplore.l the whole }'a-

eific coast, [n l.V^O, Fernando .MaL'cllan, in the
servirc of Spain, discovered tuid sailed throu,'j:h

the hi:.rhly important and far-fame;l Straits of Ma-
gellan, which received and yet henr his name.
In \i'yl>^, the eele!n-atc I C^irtes", who wTts appointed
hy Charles V. as cnptain-i^eneral of New Strain,

(now .Mi^vico,) fitted out a vessel under the com-
mand of Mddonado, one of his officers, who was
ahsetit for SIX months, cruisiiiirin the Pacific. In

l,').'i'J, he despatched two vessels, one under the
comoiand of Mendo/.a, and the other commanded
hy Ma7.ueln, who sailed as far as the S7th de2;ree

of north latitude; and the country thus visited was

claimed hy Tories for Spain, and afterwards re

eeived the name of California.

'I'lie northernmost point occupied in |.),'<(( on the

Pacific hy any civili/ed nation, was "('uliacan,

which was founded hy Nuiio de (iuztnnn, a Span-
iard, at the entrance of' tlie ( Jnlf of ( 'ahl'ornia.

"'

'I'he last expedition made hy order of <'orle.s

was coininandcfl hy Francisco de I'lloa. who took

his departure on the Sih of .July , j.'i.'flt, from Aca-
piilco. He discovered iui i.-<laiid near the coast

under the tJHih parallel of latitude, whifdi waa
named (he Isle of Cedars. In LVIH Martoloine

Ferelo, a Soaniard, under the (Uilhoriiy of the

Vii'croy of Mexico, on the 'Jfiih of Felnuary o.

that year, discovered the Ca)ieof I'rrils or Stormy
I'ape, under the 4lst paia!lr|, which is supposed
to he the place now called Mendocino; and on tlio

1st of iViarch he had rciudied as far north as tin?

44th fiarallel of latitude—certainly as far as the 4;iil.

'I'lie .Straits of Fiica, which enter the laml at 4h*-'

34', and return to tlu' oc(>an at .')l'-^, were disco\ei-

ed in JaO'J hy .Tuan de l''uca, under Spanish au-

thority, wlio.-e name tin y now hear; he sailed ir»

and remained there more than twenty days, tradiin;^

with the natives. In KidH Cape l!lan<'o. in lati-

tude 4.'<", and the river Finpqna, in latitude 44^^, were
discover<(l hy Fiisiirn Martin do Aquilar, who was
actiinj under the S|iauisli authority.

.An expedition was fitted out in l'(74. hy order

of the Spanish ( Jovernment, under the command
of iMisiirn Juan Perez, accom|ianied hy Fstavan
Martinez as his pilot, wi'.ii directions to sail as far

north as CAP, and to survey the coa.st from thenco

southward to Monterey, and for them to take pos-
session in the name of the KiuL"' of Spain.

On the IHtli of .Fuly, 1771, Perez, reached as far

north as ihe .')4tli parallel of latitude, and discover-

ed 1 Hid to the east, to which he gave the name of
ca|ie Santa Mari^arila.

He made land on the Oih oC Amnist in the same
year, under the parallel of 49° '.W , anchored in a
deep hay, and traded freely with the Indians, and
called the place Port San Lorenzo; and it is un-
diHihtedly the same whi(di four years afterwanla

received froni Captain f'o(d< the iijipellntum of
l\itu' (icorire's sound, hut now known as iVootka

sound—the name L'ivcn it hy the natives.

On the l.'ith of Auq-nst. 177"), Heceta discovered

the hay at the mouth of Coliimhia river, in lati-

tude 46'-' 17', hut was prevented hy the force of the

current from enterin;r the month of the river.

I'odeca and Maiirell prnceeded in Anixust, 177.5,

as f,u' north as the ."iStli parallel of latitude, and
took possession of the country in the name oftlie

Spanish Fvins-. St. Salvador Dieiro, in the fall of

17!)0, explored the Riissian jiossessions. These,
tot^etlicr with many other v<iyajres smd explora-

tions, here omitted for want of space, prove most
clearly that, so far as discovery is concerned,

Spain is £T«'atly in advance of all other nations;

and that her naviirators had visited the whole
coast of the Pa'-ific as I'ar north as the (ilst parallel

of latitude, lonp; prior to those of any other nation.

The first navirator from whose discoveries Great
I'ritain could derive any title on the northwest
coast of America is<'4iptain Cook, v/ho, in March,
1778, visited Cape Flattery, in the 48th parallel of

latitude; but he did not discover the mouth of the
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