
X INTRODUCTORY NOTE

I have to observe, that two principles of public law

are generally recognized as fundamental.

One is the perfect equality and entire independence

of all distinct states. Relative magnitude creates no

distinction of right; relative imbecility, whether per-

manent or casual, gives no additional right to the more

powerful neighbor; and any advantage seized upon
that ground is mere usurpation. This is the great

ft jndation of public law, which it mainly concerns the

peace of mankind, both in their politic and private

capacities, to preserve inviolate.

The second is, that all nations being equal, all

have an equal right to the uninterrupted use of the

unappropriated parts of the ocean for their navigation.

In places where no local authority exists, where the

subjects of all states meet upon a footing of entire

equality and independence, no one state, or any of its

subjects, has a right to assume or exercise authority

over the subjects of another.

In closing the preface to the Mare Clatmm, Selden used

language, which the undersigned quotes, albeit in an inverse

sense, as a fit ending to this subject:

" Other passages there are everywhere of the same kind.

But I enlarge myself too much in a thing so manifest.

Therefore I forbear to light a candle to the sun. Farewell

reader."

James Brown Scott,

Director of the DMsiov of

International Law.
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