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^(>nu' inaouitude whicli took place in Durliani in

17(55, TJic ni(ii (•()in])laiiU'(l tlmt nilhoiioli they
liad l)(>un(l tiuiiisclvcs Idi- a ycai' ixoinniiirr in

Auuust •|lic lin)!(nira,l)lr licjit K iwi n in lli<- coal
trade will n(4 h t n-, |)c tVtc lill ilu- nth olXdvcin-
bei- (,| IJic ciisninu year. ... so the said ])itinen

are rrsolv^d ii(,|, t,,, w. ,rk Ww or scr\ e tlic said
.Ucntlrnieii in any ol' the exilic rirs." TJir. strike
lasted i'or several wak, and. in tlie course of tlie

disturbances rcsnltiiin-, the rni'>crs sit fire to one of
the IVlfdil l'.,lii,T\- |)it>.

I' '"^ "'' iiiten o note tiiat t.hrouohuut the
ubove (bsjmte tin me i at Hartley Colliery, having
])een well treated by the owner, TJionias Delavel.
rcniaiiud ;it work in aj)i)rcci.'.ti()n of his kindness.
It s.honid b, .!(l(K(l tl'at at tJiat time iii virtue of an
Act ]»assed in IT.'Ki it was capital i'l lony to set Ine
to a niiiu'.

Kven after tlic passing of the Factory Acts had
proUcted to some sliyjit e.xtcid the oi)cratives in

laelorirs. (lie coal miner, the least of labuu/cis il

""ii!'! '-'em in the estimation of [Jie Legislature
m thttsc (lays, reinaiiied in the same desper-
ate' circumstances as Jiad characterized his lilV-

in ]»rec((ling centuries. rn(h'r-])aid. degraded,
I'.eath.-n, tiicy were of liie lowly the lowest. In the
nvokU of Lord Hi.hngbroke :

•• TJicsc unha))py
wrclclics scarce cv( r sec the light of tlic sun ; th(>y
''i< bMii<d ill the bowels of the cartli. wlicrc they
work at a severe and dismal task, witliout the least
j)rosj.eel oflxinn delivered (rom il. TIi> \ subsiht


