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would have asnsted, rather than retarded our pro-

gress.

Having once retired, however, and wasted three

days in idleness, no other Uame can be laid upon

the leader of the expedition. His attempt to si-

lence the enemy's guns was unsuccessful, add may

therefore be deemed unfortunate in its issue, rather

than in its design ; but his subsequent plan no

words can sufficiently applaud. It was at once

bold and judicious ; and deserved, in every point

of view, a different result from that with which it

was attended. But for its failure poor Pakenham

is in no way aniiwerable. Against the falling in of

the canal, no prudence could provide ; and to the

loss of time thereby occasioned, the fataf issue of

the decisive battle may in some measure be as-

cribed.

It must, however, be confessed, that this sad

calamity was not wholly occasioned by unavoil-

aUe accidents. For the conduct of Colonel Mul-

lens, and the 44th Regiment under his commim^,

no excuse can be offered. When I include that

corps in the censure bestowed upon its comman-r

der, it is evident that I do so only as one would

Uame schoolboys for deficiency of learning, whose

master was unfit for hu office. Unless a leader

understand his duty, it is not possible that fi regi-

ment can conduct itself with propriety; ff^d' as

the 44th was as much composed of British soldiers


