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The now Covornmcnt mnasiirc now niidor nonsidemtion

has hcon iiioiildi'd to iiicci tlic views of the parties to wlioni

reference has been lumk. 'V\\v re»hi(;Iion ol'the rent to a penny

per arpent was to satislv the Quebee Cnmlaiy^'H^ while the j)rin-

cipU; of forced cornniiitalion, introduced whih' the l>ill was in

Coin!t)ittee, was a (roncession loMonln-al |iiil»lic opinion. This

last concession is ojie w hich alters the whole character of the

measure and render's it necessary to retrace the entire ground
wliich has been travelled over. It was a point yiehhul l>y Iho

GoverninenI at alniosl, the last uioinent, and it is now admitted

that th(> plan proposed i'or elleeliui( llit? <M)niinutatioii and
adopted without sullicicnt consideration would have been

grossly unjust to the wSeignior. In dealing with private rights

which WW not evi-n disputed, there nnist b(; a strict regard to the.

princ!ij)le of full eoiiij)ciisr»tion for all that is taK(Mi away, and it

is (piile evident that this cannot be given w ilh satisfaction to the

Ccnsitnire under the })rovisions of tlu; present bill. Tlic

ainendmonts j>roposed to be sul)niitted to the Legislative Coun-
cil on behalf of the Seigniors, although in accordance with

equity and (talcuiated v(.'ry much to improve the bill sent from
Ihe Assembly, will most assuredly rentier it obnoxious to the

mass of the Vvvsitaircf^. In fact, the great olijection to all the

schemes whi(di have hitherto found favour in the Legislature, is

that they o])erate unequally. They confer a benefit on the

people in certain Seigniories at the expense of the jmblic al

iarge, including of (H)urse those Censitaircs who will derive no
advantage \vhat(U'cr from the bill. The Crmffaires are to be
relieved from one class of burthens (the rents), bnl at tlie same
time are to have others im])osed on them, while \\w munificent
indenmity fund is to be wasted by being subjected to the

charges conse(|uent on tli(> aj)pointment of ;i batch of Commis-
sioners, the termination t*f whose labours will assuredly be at

a vjery distant day.

Those who have steadily supported th« views of the

Goveriunent on this question up to the present time, are com-
pelled to j)ause, now that the whole aspect of aflhirs has
changed. It is to bo hoped that the Covcrnmcnt will likewise
pause. The decisions of the Legislative Assembly would
justify them in proposing a settlement of this most difficult

question, such as a few months ago they could hardly have
ventured on. It is now admitted that the Seigniorial Tenure
must be extinguished at no distant period, but it is generally
believed that the mode of cflecting this object provided by the
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