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SOURCES OF Information

REGAKDING

John and Sebastian Cabot^

" Although the fact of their voyaa^es had been reported by jealous
and watcliful liegers at the English Court to tlie principal cabinets
of the Continent .... the historical literature relating to the dis-
covery of America, as preserved in print, is, for nearly twenty years
after the events took place, silent as to the enterprises and even
the names of the Cabols. Scarcely anything has come down to us
directly from these navigators themselves, and for what we know
we have hitherto b'^en chietiy indebted to the uncertaifj reports, in

S^ foreign languages, of conversations originally held with Sebastiin
Qabot, many years afterwards, and sometimes related at second

Sid third hand .... For mor*^ than two hundred years succeeding
ese events there v.as no mention m.iue of more vh.ni one voy-

age."—Deane, in Winsor, America, lU. 7-S.

! The section of Soi;kcbs in the present biSliographv is based
(ipon the admirable •' Syllabu.-i of the orii|-inal contemporary doc-
inients which refer to the Cabots, to thei- lives, and to their voy-
itfes, M76-i;s7," which Mr. Harrisse prep.ired tor his yohn
Cabot the discoverer of North America and Sebastian his son,
Condon, 1896, pp. 387-469. From these eighty pages have been
aken the statements giving the exact location of the manuscripts
sited below, and mmy reference-; to printed books. The latter have
h most instances been verified by examination of the volunie in

Iuestion. Where these were not available in Providence, I have
sed the copies belonging to Harvard University or to the Boston
Public Lii.rary.*

.Henry Harrisse, in his Jean et Sibastien Cabot, leur origine
i leurs voyages, printed in iSC^ the most author'tative text he
.<>rld obtain of every document or extract whicli thi'ows any light
in the lives and character oi the father and son, upon whose
jeecis England bases her ' aim to the discovery of the North
Imeilcan mainland in 1497.
,The comprehensive natu.e of Mr. Harrisse's very careful and

'iorous:h work renders it unnecessary to refer specifically
ch case to the pages in his volume where are printed the per-
lent passages from documents and narratives which are cata-
^gued below. The few cases where this volume has been found
Icomplete are such as are noted as printed in Mr. Harrisse's
\abot.

y Including works written or printed during the XVL century,
Intaining references to the Cab is. Including also modern
jrks whose chief value is due to the contemporary documents
jlating to Cabot, which they contain.

' The number following: some of the titles is the call-number in

J*rovidence Public I.,ibrary. Books which were consulted at

Providence Athenajum, the Boston Public Library, Brown
liversiiiy, or Harvard University Libraries, are designated by the
lers, respectively, A, B.P.L., B, and H.


