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into a sort of bay or inlet, that further progress was difficult, and

the ship was held off until a more southerly and less obstructed

harbour was reached, and not while y^t in the Strait, as one might

infer from Lieutenant Gortlon's statement. Again, he nays that in

making in for the land the ship's propeller was broken, but that the

harbour was reached with the stumps. Only one blade of the screw

was broken, so that the steamer was readily taken in with the other
;

and, I may add, that the break was wholly due to inexi^erience.

Captain Sopp had left the bridge, and gone below for a minute, and

just as the vessel was passing through a stretch of heavy ice, and

entering the open water. Lieutenant Gordon ordered her a-port, and

signalled for increased power. The result was that her bow, coming

rapidly round, brought her stern and propeller against the ice in

such a manner as to produce a horizontal strain on the weakest part

of the blade, and it broke off. If the ship had not boei> >ught

about until clear of the ice, the accident would not have happened,

and Captain Sopp regarded the whole n)atter as inexcnisable. Had

he been on the bridge at the time the mishap would not have taken

place.

In speaking of the Arctic ice met with in the neighbourhood of

Nottingham Island, Lieutenant Gordon says :

—"Viewed from the top

of a hill on Nottingham Island the sea in every direction was one vast

ice field, and to the southward, between South-east Point and (^a])e

Digges,- wo saw four vessels fast. This i(!0 was altogether of a

different type to what we had hitherto met with. Some of it was

over forty feet thick of solid blue ice, not field-ice, which had been

thickened by the piling of pan .>n pan, but a solid sheet of ice, which

had evidently been fro/en just as wo saw 't. Much of it was twenty

feet thick, and for the general average of all the (leld W() passed

through comitig into harbour I estiniate that the thickness would

have been iipwards of lil'teen feet. The ipiestion as to the origin of

this ice and wlietluM" it will bo fr(!(piently met with in the we.st (MkI

of the Strait is an importatit one ; lor in such ice, when closely

packtMl, a vessel oven of tlu^ build and power of the Neptune was

perft'ctly helpless, f do JU)t consider that it is possihle for ice to

form in Fox ohaunel to a greater thickness than ten feet in a single


