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iivailiililn luiUvoon Mkimo ixiiuls othoi- tliiin tlio ciniiituiiH uno ria Foil

Colvillo iiiid Ihu S|M)l<iui Valloy, ii ilislanco of 220 miles, Tlio total

ion/^th of tlio courHK of Iho IViid D'Oroillo IJivor Ih al)out ;{70 milcH,

that oftliu Kootaiiio alxiiil .'if)!) inilos.

As (lie wliolo of tliu cimiilry in moro or ii^ss tiiicklv wooded, (IkmiiosI ^V
I''l

, , 1,111 "I'll >"<'• "I" "I

iioticoahle ol tlio i>liyHual loadiroH, next lo (ho k1w4>ooI (lu-f^roimd and ii'imiry.

tlio direction of tlio wiitor-courHOS, is tho cliaructcroftlioforont^nnvtli.

On tlio vvo.storn plateau and Hoawunl faco ol' (ho CaHcado l{iiiii,'e, as

well iiH in tho valloy of the Skagit—a Hniall river which llow« tliroii^^li

thehoartof that chain

—

Iho forowt is eonipoHod |ii'inci])ally of Iho

Donf^las Hpruco (Ahies Douglasii), sovorul larj^o siiocics of pines and

the wostorn codar (^Tluija (ji<jantea), all very doiiseiy packed tocfiUher,

with a thick iindor^rowth of willows ami vine-maple. There is no

open ^rass land in this section of the country other than the marshy

alluvial plains liordorin^ Sumass Lake, which are Hiilijoct to annual

ovcrllow from (he (lood-waters of Krasor Kiver. In the valley- of (he

iSimilkanioon, the characteristic tree is tho lar;L(e red harked yellow pine

(Pinus jiondcrosa), which flourishes up to uhout -1,((0() feet ahove the

sou level. At lower levels it is usually found in scuttei-ed ^roujis (»f

thi'oe or four ti'oos on a dry gravelly soil, whi(di supports a i^rowlh of

course hunch-^rass. On the Okaiiagan, at Osoyoos Lake, largo timher-

trois are almost entirely ahsont. Tho <froHnd is sandy and covered with

alkaline ctlloresconcos, with 11 growth of small cactus, sago and other

plants characteristic of the lava-coveri;d desert of Iho (Jolumhia, fnrlhor

to tho south. On the hills lying to the eastward ofOsuyoos Lakt', the

larch, (Larix occidentalis) is first soon in (puuitity, and it is found

abundantly from this point eastward, in the Kcttlo and Columbia

valleys, associated with Abies Dou<jlasii and Pinus ponderosa, grouped

in small clusters as noted above. Tho last mentioned species is lound

as far eastward as tho head of Tobacco Kivor, beyond the eastern

crossing of the Kootanio, where it is seen for the last time at about

4,000 feet above tho sea level. It attains its western limit at about

tho same altitude on the eastern faco of the hills above Siniiikameen

Iliver on the road to Fort Hope. The thickest forest on the lino

is found between tho Columbia and the western crossing of tho

Kootanio lUvor, in the district already noticed for its inaccessible

character. Most of the hills that rise to a greater height than 4,000 Li,„|,,„,c,rp5(

feet above tho sea level, are distinguished by j)arlicular species ofKrowth.

conifers, which are not as a rule found in the lower grounds. In the

Ashtnoulou and Kocky Mountains, the upper limit at which forest

trees are found is about 0,500 to 7,000 foot, a belt of stunted lairhos

being usually present between those levels.

In addition to the two groat mountain ranges which shut in the basin Mountuin
rmigos.
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