Bones Le 4« Taccheresu,
srime Yinister of Province of tuebec,
._u'ﬂ‘f’t 253 L

rime iniagter:-

the arnouncement of the gift
of £100,000. from the Govermment of the Province of
weboc towsrds the sstablishment of a Redium Inztitute
in conmection with the University of liontreal has been
noted with interest and appreciation by MeGill Universlity.

sccording to & report in the Gasette
this morning, Auguet 26th, it sppears that only 6%
of that amount is to be expenddd in the purchase of
redium snd that the balance will be used for the
purchese of the intricate and costly cpparatus reguired
for the collection of radium emanation, =nd for the
geourinzg of a properly trained staff. May I respectifully
point out that McGill iniversity ie peculliarly fitted to
sot 88 the custodian of radium and TO ourry out researches
in cowneotion therewith., In the Tirst plagce thore ia
already installed in the M omald Physics Puilding of
this University the negescary faeilities for the storing
of radium and the apparstus and also the trained technieal
gtaff required for the ocollestionm of radium omonition.
woarly twenty years ago Sir "illiam Macdonald presented
to Hetill the sum of (10,000 worth of radium and purchased
st the same time the spparatus above mentioned. Slnce
thet time Motill Umiversity hes oocupled a most unique
position ss one of the agreat radium centres in the world.

Mey I remind you that the laws of radio-
aetivity were first discovered at HoGill University. This
discovery was m)y rpofecsoy Nrnest Rutherford, {now
sir Srmest Putherford) Frofossor Soddy nnd their sssociated.

%he sucoe~sors of these gentlemen Professor Parnes,
Professor Ive and Professor Sray (the latter Iwo AXe now
on the staff of Modill) have contimued to extend the work
and have attained grest eminemce as original rososrehers




