statement I made as to what he remarked
a few moments ago. The objection which
he made remains there. This speech
which he has fuvored us with, in which he
shows the chameleon character of his poli-
tics, has not altered the position he took,
that the fact that an hon. gentleman was
appointed by a particular Minister or par-
ticular party would so affect him with
gratitude to the benefactor who placed
him in the House, that it would be impos-
sible for him, or next to impossible for him
ever to vote against him afterwards. Now,
we have proof, as I said—living, waking
and speaking proof that that is not a valid
objection. T think I may conclude that
the mode of the election proposed would
not eause party feeling in this House to
disappear; and in my opinion it would
not have the etfect of giving to this House
as good a selection otherwise as we now

huve from another body. I venture to dis~

ute and doubt the assertion that the local

egislatures are better fitted to appoint
members of the Canadian Senate than the
Central or Federal Parliament, in which, as
a matter of course, this House itselt has a
voice,

The appointments are made on the recom-
mendation of the Government in power,
and, generally speaking, although in the
case of the present Government that rule
has not been universal, the candidate
shows the color in politics, which fairly
describes the party appointing him. My
hon. triend was one instance, but then he
would have been an equally good instance
on the other side if his appointment had
been made by a Liberal Government, for he
alternately fought and conquered ftirst one
and then the other party, but appoint-
ments here are naturally in accord gener-
ally with the party tendencies of the Gov-
ernment of the day. But my hon. friend

from Ottawa thinks that is a bad mode of

appointing Senators. He thinks 1t has not
been successful. He says there are only
three Liberal Senators from Ontario in the
House, and he desires a larger represen-
tations of that party in this Chamber.

Hon. Mr. POWER—From Ontario?
Hon. Mr. ABBOTT—Yes, from Ontario.
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Senators too. But supposing the lee;}ﬁ
party in Ontario had been in office all ¢ .
time, in what position would a Conser?
tive Government now be in; if a L}ber:
Government had had the opportunity for
filling all the vacancies in the Senate (1)'0
the last twenty-five or thirty years? C’Pheal
would then have been plenty of Liber
Senators in the House. So that the ag);
pointment of Senators accompanies t‘n
confidence of the people. But I mal“t‘“e
that the members who come to this House
appointed for life, having a proper sens
of the grave duties that appertain to them
drop party tendencies to a large exter’
and in so far as those party tendencies be_”'
towards faction they have disappeare
from the members of this House altogethe:-
My experience of the Senate proves ! a;
whether its members be appointed bY
Liberal or Conservative Government, they
have shown since I remember this Housé
and I have observed it more nearly ?mce
L have been more intimately acquaint® o
with it of late—a disposition to study thf
frue interest of'the country in disx'(}gm'd 0
party feeling and party discussion, tha
befits them in the high position the);
hold as Senators ot this Dominion.
result, therefore, in the opinion of my hon.
friend of the change he proposes to ma &
would be, that we would have better me}‘l,
men of high standing in the count!
and men with less party feeling. In m}{
opinion we would not have men of equfd
standing in the appointments which wot
be made by the local Legislatures; they
'would not probably be equal to the sele®”
tions which are made by the DominioZ
Parliament from the whole Dominion ?
Canada. And,probably, they would be more
likely to be animated by party fceling.fhan
those men who have had a large experienc®
Lof the affairs of the Dominion itself, whi¢
/is actually the case with three-fourths ©
! the men sitting around me in this House:
iThey would have a larger training on th®
| great questions which are constantly aris”
‘Ing; and would have a lavger grasp of th®
measures which are fitted for the welfar®
'and progress of theircountry. I think,there
i fore on all these grounds—on the groun

' of independence, on the ground of absenc®

My hon. friend has been asking for a of party feeling,on the ground of exp®
change for some time, and his party in.rience and breadth of views, and on th®
Ontario has been desiring a change. And ground of better training for the hig
if they had got the change they wanted position which they hold—a better seleC
there would soon be a change in the|tion would be made by the Parliament ©



