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treatment of

will his French supporters. they

See that they will be neglected the
n e‘::ment their services are no longer
€Ssary ?  One would think that our
ggtest for years past would force the Gov-
N ment to do us justice—that our claims
ould receive some consideration at their
ands, that our constitutional rights would
o left to us; but no, Quebec must be
Tushed and "her influence annihalated.
ed tC}zme two years ago we heard it declar-
stit at the true interpretation of the Con-
oh Ution—was that one French member
ould have a seat on the Treasury
enches of the Senate. Now, if that is
toe law of the land, have we not a right
sitt‘?Xpect that there should be one of us
Ing there ready to understand and to
answer all those who are not acquainted
With the English language, and so give
effect tothat clause of the Constitution which
States that the French language shall be on
®qual terms with the English in this Cham-
T? That right was acknowledged 24
months ago, and yet it has notbeen conced-
fld- I feel‘that this is a hardcase,and I can-
i ot allow it to pass without comment. It
S true that His Excellency the Governor-
: neral is reported to have uttered, some
€W days agn in Toronto, words which
would lead us to believe that he himself
cglds an opinion which is contrary to our
iententmn. . But, gentlemen, I must be-
ouve that His Excellency never considered
ner Position 1n this country, or he would
Viever have committed himself to _such
N ws. T have too much confidence in the
“freprgsentatlve of Her Most Gracious
w_E\Jesty in this Dominion to think other-
1S¢.  The Hon. Minister of Justice has
iteiq]ared’ and I have reasons for believing
in ts 50, that he hln)self would 'be ready,
whi ﬁlnterests of justice, to give us that
a dnf‘ We ask, believing, as he has often
a lited, that the French minority had
_Constxgutnonal right to have one of
€Ir nationality occupying a seat on
ee:‘reasury Benches in this Senate.
speak on this question, I

ttack the Government as a G?)vernment:
O not attack the Minister of Justice in
the ;:ular. He of course has a share of
Cred; esponSlbl].lt).', but I must give him
-€dIt for his willingness to do whatever is
COurL I must give him credit for the
noy age, the honesty, he showed in de-
ficing his own leader (Sir John) when

he acknowledges the justice of our claim.
Now, gentlemen, has there been an op-
portunity since 1880 when justice might
havebeendone tous? Isaytherewas when
Mr. Mousseau left the Government. Yet
it was not done, and .why? As I have
told you, when Mr. Mousseau entered the
Cabinet he was nothing else than a “/ocum
tenens.”  The situation had been promised
to another gentleman who then occupied
a high position in the Province of Quebec,
and that gentleman is now a member of
the Cabinet here.  This I predicted, and
now it is ux fait accompli,. Who was that
gentleman whom Sir John, putting aside
the constitutional right of Quebec, took to
replace Mr. Mousseau? Mr. Chapleau,
the same gentleman who has done so
much towards ruining the Province of
Quebec, that her best men now refuse to
undertake the task of forming a govern-
ment. Had Mr. Chapleau been actuated
by a sense of duty : had he any sense of
patriotism in his heart, ought he not to
have declined and refused to join this
Government until the claims of Quebec
were attended to, like the Morins, the
Lafontaines and the Cartiers have done in
the past ? Who does not know all the story
ot Quebec’s shame? Has not the public
press made it known to all the world ?
And yet last year I was almost brutally
attacked because I dared to speak honest-
ly of an absent, and, it was alleged, sick
and, perhaps, dying man, who, however,
was well enough to appear in Parliament
a few days afterwards. I was accused .of
attacking a sick man, of whose death we
might hear of at any time. yet, the next
day this dying man appeared in Ottawa

in good enough health to laugh
with his friends at the rumors
circulated about him. Who has

not been told by the newspapers of
the injuries that gentleman inflicted on
Quebec? Tt is well known that that
Province is now burdened by a debt of
$19,000,000, that it has been looking for
money to pay the balance of interest of
that debt, which the Federal Subsidy was
not sufficient to pay some 12 months ago.
The world knows that now since the press
has published. it abroad. And the man
who did all that evil and who knew well
he would have been defeated had he gone
back to the Local Legislature, resigned in
Quebec and was received by Sir John in



