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survive. Years ago when a small woodlot owner ran into difficul-
ty and when things were tough and hard, he was allowed o go
into the woods and cut a few cords of wood and sell it to the
local people. Under the present regulations a man cannot even
do that in order to bring bread to the table for his family. It is
time to realize that this is also a problem. We have to work to
rectify it.

The only mining activity in our riding was centred around the
tin mine in Yarmouth County. This mine is closed because of
falling world tin prices. The result is 400 more people out of
work. This, together with the closing of the textile mill in
Yarmouth has left the town and area with over 600 more people
unemployed. The people of Yarmouth, Argile and Clare are
working together in an effort to bring new business and industry
to the area and are in great need of this government’s assistance.

In Bridgetown, the friendly town, one of the two main
industries has closed with the loss of many jobs. The people of
Bridgetown will not give up as they continue to try to attract new
business. |

Farming in the constituency continues to survive reasonably
well even though the traditional family farm is slowly disap-
pearing and with it the opportunity for young men and women to
live and work at home. Because of this we need to find
alternative ways to keep our children employed, one of which
could be the expansion of small business.

Small business in South West Nova has provided employment
for many of our citizens but has depended largely on the success
of our natural resources. The decline of these natural resources
automatically means the decline of others and this is a situation
we are currently facing.

Our government must look closely at the rural areas and small
towns of our country and encourage small businesses. We must
provide the economic climate necessary for people to risk their
time and capital.

Last but certainly not least is the issue of CFB Cornwallis, an
issue that is very near and dear to my heart. As a young sailor I
served at CFB Cornwallis and it has always brought back fond
memories for me. South West Nova has been the home of this
base for over 50 years. Since 1949 it has served as the only
English speaking recruit training centre for Canada.

In December I had the opportunity to meet with the Minister
of National Defence with regard to this issue. I explained to the
minister the history of CFB Cornwallis as a recruit training base
and I spoke to him about a recently developed peacekeeping
training plan. I explained to the minister that this peacekeeping
plan was developed entirely in South West Nova by the people in
and around Cornwallis.

I explained to him the work, the time, the research and the
money spent by the community on this plan. I informed the
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minister that this was our plan and we would be upset if the
military tried to steal that plan and implement it in any other part
of this country.
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I explained to the minister the necessity of blending the
advice of military officials with the concerns of the people of
Cornwallis and the surrounding area.

The Minister of National Defence has heard from me exactly
how the people of South West Nova stand on the issue of
Cornwallis. I hope that the minister will seriously consider the
input of the local people when the final decisions are made.

Before concluding, I want to say that the most important
resource we have in this country today is that of our youth. As a
father of seven children and the grandfather of 25, I have great
concern. I am pleased to hear that our government is working to
implement the youth training corps to begin putting young
Canadians back to work.

In conclusion, before coming to this House I made a commit-
ment to the people of my riding that I would fight as hard as I
could to ensure that their interests were represented. To the
people of my riding, I pledge accessibility and accountability.

[Translation)

Mr. Antoine Dubé (Lévis): Mr. Speaker, I listened with
interest to the hon. member for South West Nova. I have
confidence in his description of the problems in his riding
caused by the introduction of fishing quotas, the difficulties
experienced by the mining and textile industries, the decline of
farming, the small and medium sized businesses that are also
struggling.

He talked about problems but his speech did not suggest any
solutions to these problems. What he described could apply to
several regions or sub-regions across Canada; this problem, in
my opinion, is due in part to the distance separating these
regions from the central government.

Since I am the critic for Youth and he spoke about the Youth
Service Corps, I would like to draw his attention to the concerns
expressed so far during the consultations held with the organiza-
tions responsible and ask him whether he thinks, for example,
that $61 a week for young people could be a solution for his
region from an economic standpoint?

[English]

Mr. Verran: Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the hon. member for
his question.

Yes, we probably do have similar rural areas in our constitu-
encies in the provinces of Nova Scotia and Quebec. There is no
doubt I feel certain parts of the government are too centralized.
They should be partly relocated to the areas where they general-
ly would fit into the activities of that area.



