
Job Creation
Because of bigh interest rates woodworkers rigbt across the
country are unernployed. In rny own riding of Nanaimo-Aiber-
ni there is a town wbicb has 6,000 woodworkers witb 1,500 of
tbern now unernployed. Tbe town itseif is hurting, the business-
rnen are losing money and borne owners are iasing their houses
because of tbis government's high interest rate policy.

A yaung fellow from Nova Scotia wba carne with the CLC
ta meet witb us rnade representations ta our caucus this
morning. He put a buman face to this picture of higb interest
rates and unemployrnent. His story could be applied to ail
kinds of woodworkers across this nation. There are some
11,300 unemployed in British Colurnbia. Some 47 per cent of
tbe B.C. plywood industry is inactive because of the slowdown
in borne construction. About 85 per cent of the plywood
rnanufactured in tbis nation goes to the construction of
Canadian homes. We bave unemployed plywood workers and
at tbe same time we bave people loaking for bornes and
apartments wbo cannat afford tbem and we bave rnany farni-
lies iosing tbeir bornes. Bob frorn Nova Scotia, wbo bas five
cbiidren, bas to pay 60 per cent of bis incarne toward bis
mortgage because of tbe 22 per cent interest rate. He repre-
sents 14,000 borne owners in Atlantic Canada, 30 per cent to
40 per cent of wbom are facing martgage renewais in tbe next
three montbs witb interest rates fluctuating.

We in the NDP bave some suggestions for tbis gavernment.
We bave been bearing for years and years from the Minister of
Industry, Trade and Cornrerce (Mr. Gray) about an industri-
ai strategy. We want to know why we cannot employ rnore
people in Atlantic Canada in tbe sbipbuilding industry and
estabiisb a merchant marine. We bave too many people in
Atlantic Canada trying to make a living witb a lirnited
resource. Tbe fisbing industry just cannot support the number
of people who are presently trying ta make a living from
fisheries. These people bave no atber employment opportuni-
ties. We want to know wby tbis governrnent does nat mave
toward an industrial strategy wbicb would enabie the manu-
facture of more gaods in Canada. We want ta know wby we in
tbe maritimes cannot bave aur awn shipbuilding industry.
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Tbrough Bill C-48 we are flot gaing ta produce tbe jobs and
equipment necessary for offsbore and nortbern developrnent of
ail and gas. We should be daing tbis and we sbould be insisting
tbat the spin-off jobs go ta Atlantic Canada, central and
western Canada ta produce incarne and a strong social fabric
s0 that families can afford ta purcbase bornes and feed tbeir
cbiidren as weiî as give tbern access ta cornrunity facilities,
thus encauraging families ta remain together.

Tbere is a diiemma facing farnilies in Canada in tbat batb
parents bave ta work and often tbeir cbiidren are placed in
inadequate day care facilities. in some of the warst cases,
families of tbe unernployed bave ta split up ta enabie tbe wife
and cbiidren ta apply for welfare because tbey can get more
from welfare than if they were living together as a farnily. 1
have had that very example in Ottawa from tbe CLC.

Wben we taik about caring, we taik about caring for peaple
in tbis country. Tbis government bas rnade many abjections ta
aur accusations that it is nat a caring gavernment. Our party is
nat the one wbo is sending tbis message ta the gavernment. It
is aur canstituents wbo are sending it tbrougb us.

It is tirne tbat tbe government woke up ta the reai facts of
life in this great nation whicb cauld be greater without a
Liberai governrnent.

Somne hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. Herb Gray (Minister of Industry, Trade and Com-
merce): Mr. Speaker, today's motion dlaims that this goverfi-
ment bas rejected its cornmitrnents ta stimulate Iong-term job
creatian tbraugb a comprebensive approach ta economic policy
planning. I believe that the facts are preciseiy the opposite ta
wbat tbese hon. members frorn tbe New Democratic Party
would bave tbis Hause and the Canadian public believe.

In tbe Speech frarn the Tbrane delivered on April 14, 1980,
the gavernment set out in clear and definite terms the nature
of aur industrial policy carnmitment. It said tbat the gavern-
ment wouid "promote a national development policy tbat
would provide jobs, stirnulate growtb, build on regional
strength and increase Canadian ownersbip and contrai of the
ecanamy".

Witb the budget iast week, tbe Minister of Finance (Mr.
MacEacben) publisbed a paper entitied, "Ecanomic Deveiop-
ment for tbe i1980s" wbicb brings together in a single docu-
ment tbe policies and priorities of the Government of Canada
for national ecanornic deveiopment. Tbe opposition members
would bave tbe public believe tbat wbat tbis document says
about the raie of tbe federal governrnent in economic deveiop-
rnent fails short of tbe carnritment wbich we have made in
industriai policy. I tbink they are very wrang in tbis idea. 1
believe tbe principies and priarities set out in that document
refiect a consistent adberence ta tbe cammitments on industri-
ai and econornic deveiopment policy wbicb the gaverfiment
made at the beginning of its mandate and wbicb bave since
guided its extensive work an industrial develapment poiicy.

Tbe raie we bave set for tbe national gavernment in facili-
tating economic growth and industrial renewal is a vigorous
one. The goverfiment is and wiil remain an active player in the
industriai deveiapment of this country.

Tbe gavernment believes that in the future, as in the past,
private sector responses ta market signais must rnap the essen-
tial direction of economic growth wbere markets function
effectively.

Nevertbeless, there is, in aur view, a cantinuing need for
governrnent action ta support private entrepreneurial activity,
ta pramote tbe maximum campetitive industrial performance
and bring about a fair sharing of tbe benefits of grawth in
every regian of Canada.

As the ecanamnic deveioprnent document states:
The Government of Canada must assume a leadership role in the field of

economic development. Harneasing the resources of the economy is a national
enterprise which includea but extends beyond the interests of particular regions
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