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question, but, as I see this matter at the moment, i t

would seem to me that this is one of the questions

about which we nced not make undue haste . We must

make sure that the decision with regard to the location

of the Council is made only after a full assessmen t

of all that is involved . The reason why we take this

position is that, while vie regret the decision of the

Govern.-aent of France to ask two of its allies to vacate

bases in France, and while we regret their decision to

withdraw from the integrated force structure, we are

encouraged by the decision of the Government of France

to continue in the Alliance, and I have noted very

particularly the words of the French foreign minister,

when he spoke to the Chamber of Deputies five weeks

ago and outlined the importance, and the reason for

the importance, that France attributed to its participa-

tion in the Alliance as distinguished from the military

organization, and I would hope, by the attitude tha t

I am pro cently taking with regard to the location of

the Council, that vie will be serving notice to France

of our hi ;h re&ird for her and of the part which we

believe she can continue to play in the western commun-

ity and in the Alliance .

',ihat happens to French forces in Germany,

the trio divisions thcre, I do not ?cnow . It could be

that the aj;r eellcnt or the failure to aE;rce, on a

(lc ::ircd formula for the contiiiu:jtion of the forces of

Frunce in Gei•r,Yiny could have a very important bearing

on the que:-.Lion :u : to where the Council is to be


