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Likewise, we urge that the forthcoming ministerial Meeting of WTO to launch the
next round of global negotiations on trade be one with a pronounced developmental
dimension, with the aim of achieving better market access in agriculture, industrial
products and services in a way that provides benefits to all members, particularly
developing countries. The Round should be balanced in process, content and
outcome.

We fully believe in the importance of upholding labour standards and protecting the
environment. But these must be addressed in an appropriate way that does not, by
linking them to trade liberalisation, end up effectively impeding free trade and
causing injustice to developing countries.

We also call on the global community to establish innovative mechanisms to promote
capital flows to a wider number of countries; and to urgently initiate reform of
international financial architecture to minimise financial instability and its impact on
the poor.

We believe that the elimination of poverty is achievable — but only if we take
determined and concerted action at national and international levels. We reiterate our
commitment to work for a reversal of the decline in official development assistance
flows. Urgent action is also required to tackle the unsustainable debt burden of
developing countries, particularly the poorer, building on the recent initiatives agreed
internationally. We believe such development assistance must be focused on human
development, poverty reduction and on the development of capacities for
participating in expanding world markets for goods and capital. Above all, we
recognise the responsibilities of national governments to promote pro-poor policies
and human development.

If the poor and the vulnerable are to be at the centre of development, the process
must be participatory, in which they have a voice. We believe that the spread of
democratic freedom and good governance, and access to education, training and
health care are key to the expansion of human capabilities, and to the banishment of
ignorance and prejudice. Recognising that good governance and economic progress
are directly linked, we affirm our commitment to the pursuit of greater transparency,
accountability, the rule of law and the elimination of corruption in all spheres of
public life and in the private sector.

We are concerned at the vast gap between rich and poor in the ability to access the
new technologies, at the concentration of the world’s research resources in
market-driven products and processes, the increasing tendency to claim proprietary
rights on traditional knowledge, and at bio-piracy. We call on the world community
to use the opportunities offered by globalisation for adopting practical measures for
overcoming these challenges; for example, by extending the benefits of global
medical research through the provision of drugs at affordable prices to the poor in
developing countries.

We welcome the spread of ideas, information and knowledge in building civil
support for social equality, and in opposing all forms of discrimination and other
injustices based on ethnicity, gender, race, and religion. But, while better
communications have increased human contact, there is for some a growing sense of
social exclusion and a general failure of moral purpose. Persistence of inequalities
faced by women, continued high levels of youth unemployment, lack of adequate
support systems for the aged, children and the disabled in many parts of the world
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