
Option al Protocol to the Convention on thse Rlghts'of the Child
on thse invoh'enent of children in armed conflict

M1 Smates Parle, Io the preseisi ProtocoL

Encouraged'by dme ovaehng support fortd. Convention on dme Rights of the. Chuld,
demonstratimg the. widesptead commitmn dma exias to strive for the promotion snd protection of
the. rigbts of the chuld,

Roaffirmlng that tdm rîghts of cildren require specia protection, aud calling for continus
improvement of iei situation of cildren without distinction, as well as for their development snd
education in conditions of peac. sud security,

Di.îurbed by tdm hamful sud widespread impact of armed confliot on oidren sud the.
long-mem consequences tus ham for durable pece seurt an delopmoent

Condemnlng the. targeting of ohuidren in situations of armcd contlict sud direct attacks on
objects protectcd under international law, including places generally having a significsut presence
of childre, such as schoolsand hospitals,

Nofing tie. adoption of the Statut of the International Criminal Court and, in particular, its
inclusion as a w crime of conscripting or enlisting cildren under the. age of 13 y.as or usîng tiiem
t. participate actively in hostifities in both international sud non-international armed conflicts,

Consldering, therefore, tiiat to strengthen furtier the. implemenaton of riglits recognized in
the. Convention on the Rights of the Child tiiere is a need to increase the protection of cildren from
involvement in armed conflict,

Noulng that article 1 of the Convention on the Rights of the. Chuld specifles duait for the.
purposes of that Convention, a child mesus every human being below the. age of 1 8 y unless,
uuder the. law applicable to die child, majority is attained earlier,

Coinced tiia su optionai protocol t. the. Convention raisin tiie age of possible recruitment
of person into armed forces aud their participation in hosiliti., will contribute effectively to the.
implementtation of the principle that the. best inmtera of the child are t. b. a prîmary cousideration
in all actions concerrinfg childre,

NotIag that the. twenty-sixth international Conference of the Red Cros sud Red Crescent in
December 1995 r.commeud.d, Inter alia, that parties t. conflict talc. every feasible step t. ensure
that children unader the. ago of 1 8 ya do not take. part iu hostilities,

Welcomlizg tue unsuimous adoption, in June 1999, of International Labour Organization
Convention No. 182 on the Prohiibition aud Immediate Action for the Elirnination of the Worat
Fonus cf Child Labour, wiiich proiiibits, Inter alla, forc.d or compulsory recruituient of children for
use in armed coufict,


