
dissent in fact, political opposition was violently suppressed. By holding the actions of

governients to constitutional "rules of the gaine", individuals and groups can debate and oppose

governinent policy. Therefore, liberalization is one way of achieving human rights.

The realization of hunian rights is a growing phenomenon in many Latin American states.

While para military killings stiil occur ini countries such as El Salvador, Guatemala and Colombia,

the frequency and openncss of these actions have dirninishcd and the state lias souglit in ail

instances to addrcss the problem, through reforns of the military justice system in Colombia, as

one exaznple. No doubt there is a strong correlation betwccn thc realization of human riglits and

the position of thc military in a socicty. Bringing Uic military under thc control of civilian political

leaders is critical to liberalization of a society.


