TO INTERNATIONAL

MR. PEARSON' S BROADCAST: 1f an armistice
can be secured in the Formosa Straits the main
immediate threats to international peace in
the Far East will have been dealt with, said
the Secrerary of State for External Affairs,
Mr. L. B. Pearson, in a nation-wide radio
broadcast from Qttawa on January 28.

After reviewing the debate in Canadian Par-
liament which preceded approval of the Paris
Agreements hy an overvhelming majority, he re-
iterated his view that admittance of the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization under the prescribed con-
trols was the best course towarlds the desired
world peace, and went on to deal with the
situation off the coast of China and in For-
mosa.

On this subject he said:

"Canadians watch with anxiety developments
in Washington and in Peking, off the coast of
China and on the island of Formosa.

"The policies now being worked out in Wash-
ington to deal with these matters are American,
and Canada is not committed by them. Any
obligation which we might have in regard to
Formosa could arise only from our responsibil-
ities as a member of the United Nations.

CONSEQUENCES

"However, though we may not be comnitted by
American policies, we certainly cannot escape
the consequences of what may be decided in
Washington - or in Peking. And therefore it is
surely the duty of the Canadian Government to
do what it can to ensure that these consequen-
ces are good. -

" "It seems to me that in considering this
matter, a distinction should be made between
the position of Formosa - whose relation to
China is still undecided legally and polit-
ically and that of those islands just off ‘the
coast, indisputably part of China and now the
scene of bitter conflict between the National-
ist Chinese who cling to them and the Communist
Chinese on the mainland who are trying to
seize them. ' '

"It would be tragic indeed if global war

were risked by an intervention in this partic-
ular phase of what after all remains, espe-
cially. to those countries who have not recog-
nized the Communist Chinese Government, a
Chinese civil war,’ even though one party to
that war is a Communist regime which has
already committed aggression in Korea and
caused widespread distrust and fear.

"It seems to me that what is required now
(and this is much easier to say than to do} is
to try to bring about a ceasefire on termsg
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PEACE IN FAR EAST

which will not dictate or prejudice any later
political settlement, and which will make pos-
sible the peaceful redeployment of Nationalist
Chinese forces from the coastal islands which
they now occupy, in the words of President
Eisenhower, "as a result of historical rather
than military reasons directly related to
defending Formosa'. The machinery of the United
Nations will, I hope, prove useful for this
.purpose. The Chinese Jommunists would certainly
have to pe invited to any United Nations dis-
cussions to this énd - for there could be no
ceasefire without their agreement.-

"The cessation of fighting, and the peaceful
and agreed withdrawal of Chinese Nationalist
forces from the small coastal islands to For-
mosa and the Pescadores should make possible
the de facto establishment of a situation with
which all sides could live. The calmer atmos-
phere which could thus develop should event-
ually make possible a final political disposi~
.tion of Formosa in accordance with the wishes
of its people.

NEUTRALIZATION

"Pending any overall political settlement,
consideration could be given to the neutral-
isation of Formosa, which would be protected
against assault from Communist forces on the
mainland and prevented from being used as a
base for attack on that mainland.

"During recent years there have been three
areas, on the periphery of China, where local
fighting has gravely threatened the peace of
the world. Armistice agreementshave been sign-
ed in two of these areas - Korea and Indo-
China. The third, Formosa, remains to be dealt
with.  If an armistice can be secured in the
Formosa Straits the main. immediate threats: to
international peace in the Far East will have
been dealt with. It may then, be possible
eventually to negotiate a settlement of some
of the differences in that area which stand in
the way of peace. - :

"Meanwhile the first job,
stop the fighting.

"The second, as I see it, is to avoid pro-
vocation on the one hand and weakness and dis-
unity on the other. But, I repeat it would be
unutterable folly to allow these Chinese
islands which are a hundred miles from Formosa
to become the scene or-the occasion of a major
conflict. I am confident that this is the view
of those who are directing policy in Washington
under the leadership of a President who is
patient, peace-loving and wise. I wish that I
had as much knowledge of and confidence in the
views of those who rule in Peking"...:

as- always, is to

continental passenger train services concurrent
with the next timetable change on April 24.-



