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funding sources and mechanisms, using consortia, joint programmes and parallel
financing, and shall seek to involve private sector funding sources and
mechanisms, including those of non-governmental organizations. To this end, the
Parties shall fully utilize the operational mechanisms developed pursuant to
article 14.

5. In order to mobilize the financial resources necessary for affected
developing country Parties to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of
drought, the Parties shall:

(a) rationalize and strengthen the management of resources already
allocated for combating desertification and mitigating the effects of
drought by using them more effectively and efficiently, assessing
their successes and shortcomings, removing hindrances to their
effective use and, where necessary, reorienting programmes in light of
the integrated long-term approach adopted pursuant to this Convention;

(b) give due priority and attention within the governing bodies of
multilateral financial institutions, facilities and funds, including
regional development banks and funds, to supporting affected
developing country Parties, particularly those in Africa, in
activities which advance implementation of the Convention, notably
action programmes they undertake in the framework of regional
implementation annexes; and

(c) examine ways in which regional and subregional cooperation can be
strengthened to support efforts undertaken at the national level.

6. Other Parties are encouraged to provide, on a voluntary basis,
knowledge, know-how and techniques related to desertification and/or financial
resources to affected developing country Parties.

2. The full implementation by affected developing country Parties,
particularly those in Africa, of their obligations under the Convention will be
greatly assisted by the fulfilment by developed country Parties of their
obligations under the Convention, including in particular those regarding
financial resources and transfer of technology. In fulfilling their
obligations, developed country Parties should take fully into account that
economic and social development and poverty eradication are the first priorities
of affected developing country Parties, particularly those in Africa.

Article 21
Financial mechanisms

) (8 The Conference of the Parties shall promote the availability of
financial mechanisms and shall encourage such mechanisms to seek to maximize the
availability of funding for affected developing country Parties, particularly
those in Africa, to implement the Convention. To this end, the Conference of
the Parties shall consider for adoption inter alia approaches and policies that:

(a) facilitate the provision of necessary funding at the national,
subregional, regional and global levels for activities pursuant to
relevant provisions of the Convention;



