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The purpose of this article is to examine the Confederation Debates of 1865 in the

hope of illumiùnating some dark corners of the exhausting constitutional quarrels that have

domiùnated Canadian politics for the past two decades. By the "Confederation Debates of

1865," 1 mean the debates of the Sth Provincial Parlianient of Canada which were held

during February and March of 1865 in the City of Quebec. These debates focused on a set

of resolutions adopted by delegates from Canada (Upper and Lower,) Nova Scotia, New

Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland at a Conference also held in Quebec

City during the previous October. These resolutions led eventually to the British North


