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• I beg to inform Your Excellency that the Government of Japan sympath-
ize warmly with the high and beneficent aims co the proposal now rnade by 
the United States, which they take to imply the entire abolition of the insti-
tution of war, and that they will be glad to render their most cordial co-opera-
tion towards the attainment of that end. 

The proposal of the United States is understood to contain nothing that 
would refuse to independent states the right of self-defence, and nothing which 
is incompatible with the obligations of agreements guaranteeing the public 
peace, such as are embodied in the Covenant of the League of Nations and 
the Treaties of Locarno. 

Accordingly, the Imperial Government firmly believe that unanimous 
agreement on a mutually acceptable text for such a treaty as is contemplated 
is well capable of realization by discussion between the six powers referred 
to, and they would be happy to collaborate with cordial goodwill in the dis-
cussions with the purpose of securing what they are persuaded is the common 
desire of all the better peoples of the world—namely, the cessation of wars 
and the definite establishment among the nations of an area of permanent and 
universal peace. 

I avail myself, etc. 
BARON GIICHI TANAKA., 

Minister. 

Note from the Secretary of State for External Affairs, Canada, to the United 
States Minister at Ottawa, in reply to the Minister's Note of 

May 22, 1928 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTF-RNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA 
OTTAWA, 30th May, 1928. 

Sra,—I have the honour to acknowle-dge y 
in 

 note of May 22nd, extend-
ing to His Majesty's Government in Canada n the name of the Government 
of the United States, an invitation to become one of the original parties to the 
treaty for the renunciation of war now under consideration. 

The Government of Canada is certain that it speaks for the whole Cana-
dian people in welcoming the outcome, in the proposed multilatera l .  pact, of 
the discussion initiated almost a year ago between the governments of France 
and of the United States. It is pleased to find that in this attitude it is in 
accord with all His Majesty's other governments. The proposals of the United 
States Government, by their directness and simplicity, afford to the peoples 
of the world a new and notable opportunity of ensuring lasting peace. 

The Dominion of Canada, fortunate in its ties of kinship and allegiance 
as well as in its historic and neighbourly friendships, and with half a con-
tinent as its heritage, is less exposed to the danger of attack or the temptation 
to aggression than many other lands. Yet the Great :War, with its burdens 
of suffering and of loss, brought home the danger which all countries share, 
and led Canada to turn with hope to the efforts to build up effective barriers 
against war which took shape in the League of Nations; it will welcome the 
present proposals as a manifestation of the same striving for peace. 

The question whether the Obligations of the Covenant of the League would 
conflict in any way with the obligations of the proposed pact has been given 
careful consideration. His Majesty's Government in Canada regards the 
League, with all its limitations, as an indispensable and continuing agency 
of international understanding, and would not desire to enter upon any course 
which would prejudice its effectiveness. It is, however, convinced that there 


