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the article; aud the ordinary reader scans the headjine and
leaves the article itseIf unread. If the heading simply
indicated the subject, and perhaps the general "ie taken, as
the typical Bnglish caption does, pressure would be brought to
bear on the general reader to read what the reporter lias s0
carefully written. As it îs, the heading-writer has doue bis
beest to induce the reader Wo be content with bis incomplete,
and often inaccurate, summary. To the newspaper reader it
xnay be explained that headings are exceedingly mechanical
tbings; the first lune must not exceed a certain number of
letters, sud must not fail bélow another number; the second
Unme musit have approximately so many letters; and so on.
Extraordinary expressions appear iu them, and for the
miost part these are due, uot Wo perversity or ignorance,
but Wo mechanical conditions. I select one at randoin: "No
pavements whiere not asked by ratepayers.' The word"for"-
should follow " asked ", but it would not fit into the line, and
so an ungrammuatical caption appears. We continuaily see
references Wo " Austros " instead of " Austriaus " because the
incorrect word is two letters siiorter. When the heading-
writer la thus condemued Wo dance lu chains, how can lie -give
au açeurate aummary of the article ? Hie quotes some of the
facts--not ail. Hie outlines the argument-but lie omits the
qualifications. He aohieves a sketch of the article which is
alniost sure Wo be unfair; and ofteu the bigger the heading the
les likêly is the general reader Wo read what the reporter has
writteu. Yet most uewspaper men rejoice lu haviug their
writings surmounted by these distortions. lIt i8 the conven-
tionali mea8ure of value.

It ia a convention of the newspaperman's own making.
Journalists are open Wo the charge of making up their news-
papers first of ail for each other, and only secondarily for the
customers. The ordinary, reasouably intelligent man, we
may tûke it, is sensitive to the general appearance of a news-
paper page; lie likes Wo see it ixeat sud wêil-balauced; and
undoubtedly minute care iu techuical details is ueeded to
produce this general effeot of precision. Grautiug this, it may


