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Jew ionged for and believeci in the ad-
ve-nt of this man, whom they calIed the
Messiabi, it is difficuit tor uis now to
conceive. Whenever any Jew exhib-
itc(1 any uinusual factilty, they at once
asked themiselves if the M-essiabi bad
corne at last, and indecd put the saine
question to the mnan liimself. They
interrogate(l John tlie flaptist, \vlio
liegan lus public career sooîîer thaui
J esuis did. Tlîey were eager to lie-
lieve thiat Jesuis was the Messiah-, and
inideed were on one ocasion determînii-
ed to *nîakc lîin king by force. John
flic Baptist inuiseif secmingly was of
tlic opinuion tlîat Jestis was tlic long-
expccte(l deliverer, altlîouig lie, too),
as it wotil(l scem, likc nuany of the
J ewislu mlultituide, began to (iubt.
J es' s was trouibled bv strange interiual
coîuflicts, hinmself tbinking at one tinue
that lie was tlic Messialu, and at an-
other tinue that lie xvas îuot, but alxvays
desiring flic redeniption of Israel.
Iflhli-.e(li7ltely before lîis first public ap-
pearance tis internal i(hs(uietu(le was
se[ at rest by bis refuisilig to accept the
rule of a niiitary te leeiner of bis peo-
fle. If txas îîo easy strugngle. Popui-
larity ani faine lay on one suie, and(
on the other si(le the ubscurity of a
simp)le lureaciier. [t was snicb a self-
sacrifice as iNoses nmade wluen lue
chose tu le xvîtb bis people ratbier Iluan
prinice of Egypt, and places himi
aniungst tbe rare ai-d noble of man-
kind. Buit, as bas bappeined n-ore
tlîan once, tluîs tritnhliu over imiself
was regarded by the people as the
mark of a poltrooxi, wbo ha*d not sense
enouigh to seize the opportuinity; and
many of bhis friends forsook Mijn. To
sacrifice oneseif and lie knuwn as a
liero is not su bad; il is anotîxer nuat-
ter to sacrifice oneself and lie called a
weakling. But lie did luot repent

wbien lie fouind tbec road a bard une;
lie unl1Y went tlie more frequencitly
apart into a desert place or uip flie
niuuintain side to be alune, to draw a
freslu suppiy of strengtbi fronu con-
muxuniolu wvitb bis Father in lîcaven. Hc
saw that the consequence of disap-
pointing thue public wouild bring bini
iinto collision witb tiieir leaders, the
l'barisees and Scribes, but lie did îuot
flmncb. Peter, laines and John, at tue
liaid of a smiall band of (disciples,
attracte(l and fascinated by the beauty,
siuifflicity and( iuîl steriouis deptbl of bis
cliaracte-, and b-elieving inii to be tlie
Messialu iin spite of lus inexplicable
reltictauce, as tbey supp)loset!, to nuiake
hin-iseif knlowu, followed inii like
faitb fui dlogs tliroiîg (lays and1( \eetks
of glooru and u-ncer-tainty,' lel(l tp and
lkcpt fronu fallin.g by the nuaster's
bland. It wvas no lioli(lay ho lie of hi s
cisen (lisciples. TFo follow lîiiîu was
tu take up the cross, to encouinter op-
pousitio>n and (telision. 31 sus did ilot
hiesitat to attae lic the repres,,'nitatives
of tile poplular fallacies, and tliey te-
paid Iiini xvitlu biate and luostilîity. Ile
inust finally citîxer abandon his vork
or else siffer a violent leahu. Jertisa-
leîîx biad ini days guxue by too often
risen upl against tlic i)rpliets of Jelîo-
vah, as Jjests kniew,-2*() Jeruisaleiln,
Jeruisaleiii," lie cried, "thoni that killest
tlic prupliets and shouest tlieîiu \vitli
shoxies that are senut tinto thee. IIow
<fieî xvould 1 bave gathered thee- as a
lien gatliers lier chickcens uinder lier
wiîîgs; and ye wouild îiot " Ile was,
preparing hinuseif for a similar fate,
and bravely set luis face to go ho Jerui-
sitlem. Uce wuul(l îot for any dlanger,
however iniiinent, relax lus efforts ho.
briiug his feliow-cotnntry men tu a truc
knowledge of Go(l as their lat'lier ini
leaven ; an(l lie w0ffl( neyer lose his,


