
EDITOR'S CHAT

the fences the neatly rakcd rnoist black~
earth shows where'loving hands have
planted the magie seeds that will bring
beauty to our winter-tired eyes. Uin-
less your grounds look like this there
maust be something \vroug with your
schooi, and you tiad betteî' find out
what it is, and try to remedy the trou-
b] e.

Coming quickly along on these
bright spring days, which are so iuuch
longer now that we have nioved the
clock 's hurrying hands forward an
hour, are two more days of nt
Pire Day and Victoria Day. The tirst,
as you know, is a day set aside that the
Sehool ehildren of Canada may devote
ail their tinie to learning about the
glorjous Empire to which u'e beIlcg.
11n these days of great danger, when al
the bcst that our Empire stands foi- is
being threatened by that terrible and
fearfill enemv-the Gierrnan-when the
future freedom of the world hangs in
the balance, w-e must waste no moment
Of the day given us for this study, but
'flust lear a! cil ec can, so that when we
We soy ".we love mir counftry and our
Eprnire,'' amui we are asked "Why'1"
\Ve p'an give an answer which will sat-
isfy anyone. A littie studv of the lives

,(fme of the Rmpire's sons and
daughters, published in the Apri] num-
ber of the Journal, will show us one
reaSon for our love and pride. Our
history studies, our story rcading and
the words of many of outr songs wil
give us further reasons to tlink of our
ifighty Empire. How ýwonderfully the
Poet 'Kipling~ deserihes its great extent
ifl the 'Rcsinl'

''Qod of our fathers known of old,
L-ord of our far fiung battie line,
WVith 11 whosc iiightv band we hold
D)ominion over palm ancl pine.''

PalIns of the tropies, pines of the polar
rgîon' Burrnng hieat andl freezing

Cold! Black mnen, white inen, yellow
'le J Slands washied b)v tile bot South-

dr Sa isia n1ds round1 wh7jielî the mcc-
relgs gathier! Lands wbere tlhc

righ ty elephiart and tbe lion. tbundiers
througîî' the juingles; landls wberc the
Polar l)a'li\res in a cave of iee ail

these formn part of our Empire; one
king, one flag, one battie line! From.
ail these lands so far apart have gone
soldiers and sailors f0 the Empire's
aid and ail of them bearing the Union
JTack as their bammner. ail of them. fight-
ing for the freedoni that our Empire
has given thern, and for the principle
which we eall 'deînocracy.''

Now, this word demoeracy wbich
you hear very off en now-a-days, cornes
froin two ancient words 'which mean:
pcople - power, and a democracy
means a country which is governed by
the people. This is the formn of govern-
ment ini ail the countries of our Em-
pire, and iu France, ltaiy and the
Unitcd States. The Parliament, or
Cormgress, or whatever it happens to be
called. is elected by the people, and
the parliamnent makes the laws, wbich
are then signed by the King or Presi-
dent, who, however, is advised what to
do by some of those men who were
elected by the people. In such a coun-
try as Germany, tlie King does what lie
wismes, 11o matter what his parliament
(lesires, and if he makes a cruel or iiii-
,lust law the people have no power to
change it. It is agaiu.st this unfair and
terrible forrn of governimeut that we
are figlîting;. and riot orîly the British
Empire, but ail our allies hope tbat
wh0en flhc war is over Germany will be-
come a dcmocracy, so that the people
may rule theinselves, instead of being
ruied by a wicked Einperor. If is be-
cause Englind is a great democracy
that she becamie tlic mother of such
counfries as Canadla, India, South Af-
rica, Australia, and now these coun.-
tries have hecome the grown-up chil-
dren of flie 9 reat mnother. they are each
little dernoPracies theinselves, but ai-
logetlier thev form. tbe British Empire.
It is these countries aifd their work in
the world, their heroes, flîcir wonders
and their -iars that we uist stuidv on
Emipire Dav, so that our pride in our
Empirc and Omîr love of lier rnay grow
strouq-er arrl fluer.

On, Victoia I) we commernorate
the long an(] wonderful reign of Vie-
lopMi the C-oed(. TLhe story of the yonng


