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Contents. would be called on to form a Ministry and the Conservatives

e S “(:;, would ha\:e to face a general election immediately.
ADER... e Conservative party saw the position. The bolters came back,
%‘Tniﬁxri:; “A‘Q'T'S(',lfl"‘ .................................................. 5% and Sir Mackenzie triumphed. The victory was dearly bought.
Li\‘y(;;ll\"k(‘i‘}l‘(‘;l};: 1j ____________________________ ~, He secured the fu¥ﬁl|nqnt of his pledge and he ga.j’e a chance
Ao Fall in Prlves to the Conservative party to rally. But he himself was
O""&“ﬁ'}}fﬁj{ ..... i, sacrificed. History now has to record the curious fact of the
P‘,xm‘,}xﬁzsil:‘l:t-"ﬁifii's I Ahu’“"/' b fall of an Orange Premier because he tried to aid the Roman
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Current Topics.
The choice of Sir Donald Smith to be High
Commissioner of Canada in London is well
SWor, § .recéived on all hands. Si'r Donald is als'o
ate. T‘“}“ ay a Privy Councillor. That steP is most appropri-
fan e object of the office is to have in Englanfl a Ca,fl-
ordey t}&mba\.ssa,dor. ‘ A rich man should be' appointed 1in
16 ke hat, he may dlscha.‘rge the social functions necessary
”‘Ppeaf;h? country Promment. Too many of our politicians
Work 4 (; ignore entirely this side of life. We all have‘ to
of Soc‘io l*“"d‘fn Canada that we are apt to forget the claims
claims%y' bn"l)onald- Smith can E?.Ild will answer these
an ag‘e ":0% satisfactorily. Then it is always well to have
ada nn On.t.he spot-—one who can represent verba‘lly C&.m-
cunno:}:esmgw and wishes. So much can be sm(% which
their 5 e Wl‘ft;ben. In old colonial times, the Colonies had
pai agents in London. They were there looked upon as
in Lonienbs more than as political appointees. The presence
0 bwo t(:? to-day of agents for all the Coloniez? iz attributable
lon Ings—first, to promote the general interests of the
Y> and next, to secure immigration. These two

%O:itgnal‘e part of the scheme of the federation of Greater

trustag :Dd as far as Canada is concerned they can not be

or the 0 a bebte? man than Sir Donald Smith. We look
very happiest results from his appointment.

R The High
uommisslonership.

The late Premier (for so we must now call
him), Sir Mackenzie Bowell, has practised
longer Pros the virtue ot" retirement. He is now no
1 shoremler of Canada. His tenure of office was stormy
andicy rt. When he suc.ceeded to the position he was
* soq h&dl;Pe(l by much ditliculty. If Sir John Thomp-
troubleg 1"3(}_ he would Probably have encountered 'the same
gacy :;S Sir ‘Ma.ckenme Bowell. The latter recel'ved as %
Pledgeg e disturbing Manitoba Schools question. He
itltro(;lhe French-Canadian ministers that a measure wotfld
tivy Cuced- on the lines of the decision of the Imperial
ouncil, Exactly under what circumstances that

aeiz C'a‘.me to be given is not yet known. But when Sfr

i cm:‘."‘e met his English speaking colleagues then his
oir ehles began. The McCarthy wing of malcontents saw
the Py ance. ?ressure was brought to get the pledge made by
Wier withdrawn. In this crisis Sir Mackenzie was

hag is Ministry seemed on the point of collapsing and he
® game in his own hands. Tf he resigred, the Liberals
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Mnckenzie Bowell's
Resignatlon.

Catholics to get Separate Schools.

Sir Charles Tupper now reigns. He has,
in many respects, the qualifications neces-
sary for his high position. He can deal
with large matters in a large way and has also that capacity
for detail without which no man can achieve great things.
Having been in touch for so long with the centre of the
Empire he will have learned that knowledge of the main-
springs of policy which other politicians who have only local
knowledge cannot gain. But he has alto some things to
unlearn.. The very fact of his having Imperialist sentiments
is against him with a section of the people of Canada, who
have what may be called a Provincial tone of thought. They
ave nervously afraid - that the interests of Canada will be
sacrificed to Imperial requirements. Sir Charles may
expect to find a good deal of difficulty with these people.
Then, again, as he himself has been for some time out of
active Canadian politics his rs-appearance is, to some extent
a resurrection —and in politics there iz no resurrection.
Then, again, Sir Charles is not as young as he was—but he
has not lost any of his powers of hard hitting. His oppon-
ents will still find him active enough. The greatest objec-
tion urged against him is his reputation, well or ill deserved
we do not pretend to say, for persuasive methods in_politics,
that kind of method which in old times Philip of Macedon
used against Demosthenes. When Sir Charles and Sir John
Macdonald were in their glory times were flush and there
was plenty of money to spend among the constituencies.
Those days are gone. If there is any money to be spent now
it must come from the *party.” But in spite of all the
objections which may be urged against Sir Charles Tupper,
he is undeniably a strong man—the strongest man the Con-
servative party could have chosen —in fact, almost the only
man they could have served under. He has courage, tenac-
ity, eloquence, and great powers of carrying a policy to its
practical and logical conclusion. If he succeeds in retaining
the reins of power we may rely on his making history for us.
His task is to choke off the Manitoba school matter
and direct the attention of the electorate to trade guestions.

The New
Premler.

Tt is very unpleasant to observe how re-
markable is the difference between the
Liberal and the Conservative reports of
the Sohmer Park meeting in Montreal last Friday evening.

According to the Montreal Gazette and the Toronto Mail
and Empire the meeting was practically a failure—‘com-
pared with the Laurier meeting of a few months ago in the
same place it was a dismal fiasco” But, according to the
Montreal Herald and the Toronto Globe, never was such a
meeting held in Canada, —*“it was the largest and most
enthusiastic gathering ever seen in the Canadian metropolis ”
With regard to the attendance the Conservative papers place
the number at between five and six thousand at the outside
limit ; the Liberals claim fully twelve thousand. A differ-
ence of six thousand in the estimate is a little too much.
But when the party journals of one side deride the meeting
as & fiasco and those of the other proclaim it a magnificent

The Sohmer Park
Meeting.




