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The choice of Sir Donald Smith to be High
r hml8ignrhip Commissioner of Canada in London is well

received on ail hands. Sir D)onald is also
sWorîi in as a privy Councillor. That stop ismost appropri-
ate The object of the office is to bave in England aCan-
adien ambassador. A richi ian should ho appointed in
Oî1-der tha- lie may discharge the social funetiong nOcessary
to keep the. country prominent. Too înary of our politici ins
4PPear te ignore ontirolv this side of life. We ail have to
Weork 11) liard in Canada that we are apt to forget tie dlaims

Of 'OcietY- Sir D)onald Smith can and will ans wer these

Mlifl iost satisfactoriiy. Thon it is always well to have

an agent On the spot-one who can represent verbally Can-
ada's flOe5 5jit05 and wislhes. So mnuchi can ho said which.

cannot ho written. ln old colonial times, the Colonies liad

theOir agents iîî London. Tboy woro there looked upon as

?aid agents m'ore than as political appointees. The prosence

I'~ Lon1doln to-day of agents for ahi the Colonies is attributable

tOtothingsfirst, to proinote the general interests of the

ý0olOiiY1 and next, to socure immigration- These two

Point are part of the scheme of the federation of Greater
Bfltain and as far as Canada is concerned they can not be

tllIted to a botter man than Sir Donald Smith. We look
fo e ry happiest resuîts from his appointmnt.

ai~ SackThe late Premier (for so wo must now cal1

Reai,,aton. hiîn), Sir Mackenzie Bowell, has practised
logrthe virtue of retiroment. le is nwn

logrPremier of Canada. Hi4 tenure of office was stormy
end short . When hoe succeoded to the position ho was

le'icPPe( by much 'lifficultv. If Sir John Thomp-
'Shad livod hewould probabhy haeencouiîtered the saine

trouibles as Sir Mackenzie Boweil. The latter recoived as a
le "Y the disturbing Manitoba Schools question. Ho

Pledg. the French.Canadian ministers that a measuro woiild

Iirdedon the linos of the decision of the Imperial

Pl'iv3y Council. Exactly under wbat circumstancos that
Rde came te, ho givon is not yet known. But wben Sir

ditni mt bis Englisb speaking colleagues thon bis

their t O began. The McCarthy wing of malcontents saw
rb chance. Pressure was brouglit to get the pledge made by

tPmreinier withdrawn. In this crisis Sir Mackenzie was

lid 'is Ministry seemed on the point of collapsing and hoe

~~dthe gaine in bis own han<ls. If hoe resigr.ed, the Liberals

woîîld be called on to forai a Ministry and the Conservatives
Pu. would have to face a general election immediately. The

Conservative party saw the position. The bol ters came back,
538 and Sir Mackenzie triumphied. The victory was dearly bought.

538 Re secured the fulfilinent of his pledge and lie gave a chance

541 to the Conservative party to raliy. But hie himself w'as

.42 sacrificed. History now has to, record the curious fact of the

0.545faîl of an Orange Premier bocause lio tried to aid the Roman
Catholics to get Separate f4hos

'Sir Charles Tupper now roigns. Hie lias,

TremNer. in many respects, the qualifications neceS-
Premer. sary for bis lîigh position. 11e can deal

with large matters in a large way and bas also that capacity

for detail without which no man can achiove great things.

Having been in touch for so long with the centre of the

Empire lie wl have loarned that knowledge of the main-

springs of policy which other politicians who have only local

knowledge cannot gain. But he bas also some things to

unlearn.. The very fact of bis biaving lmperialist sentiments~

is against hlm with a section of the people of Canada, who

have what may be called a Provincial tone of thouglit. They

are nervously afraid that the interosts of Canada will ho

sacrificod to Imperia] requirements. Sir Charles mnay

expect to find a good ileal of difficulty witb these people.

Thon, again, as he himself has been for some time out of

active Canadian polities bis r.appearance is, to some extent,

a resurrection -and in politics thero iýý no resurrection.
Thon, again, Sir Charles is uîot as young as he was-but hie
has not lost any of bis powers of biard hitting. Ris oppon-
ents will stili find hlm active enougb. The greatest objec-
tion urged against him is bis reputation, well or jîl deserved
we do not pretend to say, for persuasive methods in politics,
that kind of method. wbicb. in old times Pbilip of Macedon
usod against Demostbenes. WbVien Sir Charles and Sir John
Macdonald were in thoir glory times were flush and there
was plenty of money to spend among the constituencies.
Those days are gone. If there is any money to ho spent now
it must corne froin the Ilparty." But in 8pito of ail the
objections whicb may ho urged against Sir Charles Tuppor,
lie is undeniably a strong man -the strongest man the Con-
servative party could bave chosen -in fact, alinost the only
man tbey could have served under. Hie lias courage, tenac-
itv, eloquence, and great powers of carrying a policy to its
practical and logical conclusion. If hie succeeds in rotaining
the reins of power we may rely on bis making bistory for us.
His task is to choke off the Manitoba school matter
and direct the attention of the electora4e to trade questions.

It is very unpleasant to observe liow re-
The Sohmer Park mral stedfèec ewe h

Meeting. mral stedfeec ewe h

Liberal and the Conservative reports of

the Sohmer Park meeting in Montreal last Friday ovening.

According to the Montreal Gazette and the Toronto Mail
and Empire the meeting was practically a failure-" coin-
paredl witli the Laurier meeting of a few months ago in the
saine place it was a dismal fiasco " But, according to the
Montreal Herald and the Toronto Globe, nover was sucb a
meeting lheld in Canada,-" it was the largest and most
enthusiastic gathering ever seen in the Canadian metropolis "
With regard to the attendanco the Conservativo papers place
the rinber at betwoen five and six thousand at the outside
lirnit ; the Liberals dlaim fully twc;lve thousand. A differ-
once of six thousand in the estimate is a little too mucli.
But when the party journals of one side deride the meeting
as a fiasco and those of the other proclaitn it a niagnificent
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