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E:r(thfr‘ Breesin) was always trying t) con-
Wouldohthe theory that Sir John Franklin
city ¢ ave P'een found had not * helectri-
thers l';“wed_ m hup to the North Pole and
, eld him,"

(3 1'% Breeson, also, frequently confided
’1Wisi,tl‘cl? Rashe that he “allus liked to go
anq 10 wher: the wittles flowed frealy,”
% nupel'h&ps for this reason as much
trip, 7 other, he had made the present

. ;}:ter di’r}ner, the male members of the
Whe, fPany and family—excepting Jim,
ro at,ivor Some days had been away helping
ed in tgs about « spring’s work —asgembl-
Pare () eyard ; Harry and his father to pre-
ang the team‘ for their journey to court,

€ remainder of the party to smoke,

dine

u : h
% Fenians and exchange harrowing
war,

Yothiy: {)lned the wilishy when I wa'n’
ketched tgt 8 youngster in thirty-seven, an’
erjt o * rheumatiz an' ha'n’t never got
2ddin, se?‘ce, 'saxdyUncle Rashe,plaintively
the ol?i\ Efit wa n’t fer that, I'd leave
thege Woman an’ jine now, an’ help clean
wrore Irigh reskils out,”

Y8 a Werry foolish idee for ’em to try
ey gop an:i‘dy,” said Mr. Breeson, in sol-
% king 0?31, werry foolish, Isays. But its
fawg 7 ectricity hin the hatmpsfeer'w-hat

thay wl?;t, il:}phl;(:r;z.” A kind o’ lectricity,
lig thy "hlﬂ.remark as well ag by his Frank-
°0ry, it will be noted that Mr. Bree-

wa, : . .
(erl\tionl,ij 8 thinker far in advance of his gen-

D‘.“‘ § 80, dey dun know sontings,”
York atn Cliphos, who had returned to his

& it g, toon. “If dey tenk dey take it
\b’g%he come like zs dev! It don't fraid
tow, look dar!” he broke off, pointing
leg oﬂ",the road, ¢ Hole Winglee run heem

big sg;;ylngley was coming at the top of
“avin, evidently in a state of excitement,
«j. 3 Paper as he ran.
bang; %t look at that ar!” he gasped,
Yakin, . iC Paper to Mr. Stebbins, and
Th, Soex Austed upon a log,
doy at ®ricrowded around to examine the
g ang, 214 Wonderingly, read the follow-
o OUncement ;
Ovgy TEWARE ! WHEN THREE METEORS FLASH
B, ﬁ NEAREST woODS AT MID-NIGHT,
Upgy, v Y 70 PART WITH YOUR LIVES |
"lnnnc:ﬂ}‘ IRELAND, AND DEATH TO THE
f’%pa:,? W¥as the only member of the
h"m_ ® smiled on hearing the direful
by sil] © could believe it to be nothing
i‘:ﬁJim asy th“x; and for a moment suspect-
R ng lon e author, but as the latter had
% ne&refg] absent, and, ere leaving, had
% Hypp .00 keop his dark doings sec-
l “It y dl_ﬂlnissed the thought.
ipn:eet ey"mﬂns were going to attack the
4.2 yg o o0uld hardly take such pains to
l"’lay '+ he said, lightly addressing the
thr' Stebbg;:“pv who, with the exception of

© g r i Jenior, had evidently taken
u "Idun 0 frightened earnest.
W Uy 00 Harry, you better not laugh,”

N
"agloy o Rashe, shaking his head, and Mr.
o “ Fye ded; tremulously,
Yo h"oman won't yo 'way Harry, I'll git the
Ow 4 20 stay up with ye and show
p,esse@eing t%ht’ the critters,”
ing, e, g ° old man’s anxiety for his
‘:?Ps, ad thinking besides of the women
Wiy 1o XY consented, though rather

tien;'ls“&y ' '0 remain at home,
y; aa

1Olsenge 17 he exclaimed, impa-
® helped his father hitch the old
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horse to the wagon—*“Even supposing
there's anything (> that ridiculous * warn-
ing,’ how do we know what mid-night is
meant ?”

“Wal, Harry, I guessyou didn't notice
them figures for the day of the month which
they’d sot, an it’s to-night on a corner of

the paper. I hadn’t orter go, but I'm
obleeged to, and its best for you to
stay.”

And after calling Polly for a good-bye
kiss, giving many injunctions t) take care
of themselves and the ¢ stock "’ and promis-
ing tobe home early in the morning, Mr,
Stebbins clattered over the hill and disap-
peared.

Everybody found it hard to settle
themselves to work after his departure.

The old men placed in readiness every
available weapon, and made & pretence of
chopping wood and helping about the
‘*“chores,” but as twilight drew near it was
noticeable that they flocked into the
house.

Joe, alone, who, as usual, was on hand,
seemed entirely undisturbed.

Harry at work in the corn-field, thought
many times during the afternoon of Esther
with her aunt and Marie Louise alone in
the big Louse, and feeling that Cliphos
should be with them, dismissed him at
night with the milking but half done.,

To his surprise and displeasure, on
bringing the milk to the house at dusk, he
found Ciiphos comfortably ensconzed in an
eagy chair in the kitchen.

“ Dey tell it dey’s goin’ stay over on
Misser Green’s to-night,” he said in answer
to Harry's remonstrances; and though
Harry pressed the quostion, fearing that
the Frenchman’s indolence and cowardice
had led him to invent this excuse, he still
returned the same answer.,

“If you walks 'ome hevery night, you
gets many a chance to ride, eh, Cliphos?”
enquired Mr. Breeson.

“Bah non ! ” answered Cliphos, shaking
his head dolefully.  “ Lots folks pass it,
but dey no want see it; turn its head on
todder end ! ”

There is little need to relate the earlier
events of the evening; how everybody, es-
pecially the older people, trying to appear
unconcerned, fidgsted and worried inces-
santly ; and Grandma Stsbbins at last de-
claring that the Fenians might come if they
wag a mind to, she was going to bed, de-
parted to her slumbers. Soon after the
lights were turned down, the inmates of the
big kitchen gathered closer, and in silence
and darkness waited the mysterious Fenian
signals.

Harry, standing with his mother and
Polly directly before a window which faced
the nearest wood, waited incredulously;
and it was with a thrill of surprise and ex-
citement that he beheld, just at midnight,
three lights rise above the tree tops in quick
succession, and disappear.

The sight almost demoralizad his brave
corps of assistants ; and when, a short time
later, the faint light of a waning moon dis-
covered to the watchers’ view, several dark
figures stealing up to the hedge, each and
every doughty warrior, excepting Harry
and Joe, beat an ignominious retreat.

Mr. Wingley was suddenly * took ” with
& violent pain, and declared he must go and
find some “kyan pepper”; Uncle Rashe
felt his *“ rheumatiz ” come on so dreadfully,
that he was obliged to stagger toa far cor-
ner of the room, and sit down. Mr, Bree-
son, “ thinkin’ as 'ow 'e’eard the hanimals
a bellerin’,” made a feint of departing to
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them ; while poor Cliphos, dropping his
sword with a clatter, bolted into Grandma
Stebbins’ bedroom, nearly upsetting the old
lady, who had been poking her night-capped
head through the doorway, in her endeavors
to see if the Fenians had come.

She was quite convinced by Cliphos’ on-
slaught that they had come, and her screams
of “Lorl ha’ wmassay!” accompinied by
like exclamations from Mus. Wingley and
Aunt Marthy Aun, groans from the elderly
warriors, very loud and irreverent French
prayers from Cliphos and giggles from
Polly, made a pandemonium which Harry
and his mother strove to quiet, fearing, ag
thoy did, an assault from the men out-
side,

If our friends could have heard the
chuckles just then, proceeding from the
hedge, they would have been more at ease ;
but not being able to do so, and feeling
sure that Fenians were in ambush near,
ready at any moment to attack the house,
Harry remained at his post, prepared to act
on the defensive,

In the meintime, the inmates of the
brick mansion, who hal not gone “ hover
on Misser Green’s,” werc undergoing much
trouble and alarm, »

As dusk drew near, they looked
anxiously for Cliphos' appearance, but
looked, as we know, in vain.

Finding he did not ¢ome, the city aunt’s
nervousness increased, and for an hour she
paced the floor bemoaning the fate that
brought her to Canada to be murdered along
with two girls by Fenians.

At last, when from an upper window
she beheld the three signal lights, the old
lady’s terror overmasatered her ; and declar-
ing that she could not and would not stay
longer there, and was going up to Lysander
Stebbins, at once, shs bade Esther and
Marie Louise prepare to accompany her,

Esther, in vain, endeavored to dissnade
her aunt, pointing out their far greater dan-
ger from Fenian molestation in leaving the
house, than in remaining quietly indoors,
hence the two were obliged to make ready.

The lonely midnight walk was rather
terrifying, and ‘the three women clung
closely trgether, their hearts many times
throbbing hurriedly when on hearing some
slight noise they imagined a host of desper-
adoes in pursuit.

Though no one molested them, it was
with great relief tha’ our travellers saw the
dark outlines of Castle Askew, and as they
neared the gate, Esther turned to her com-
panion with the words, ““Now we are safe,”
on her lips. They were not uttered, how-
ever, for as she turned, the moon, which a
moment after passed under a cloud, reveal-
ed a glimmor of steel and outlines of crouch-
ing figures in the hedge.

Marie Louise saw them at the same
time, but the aunt did not, and though
almost too terrified to move, her companions
forced themselves to walk forward so calmly
as not to arouse her suspicions of danger,

Harry during this time had caught sight
of their forms at the gates, and with a slight
exclamation bont forward and noiselessly
raised the window. Yes, surely somebody
was advancing stealthily along the path.

Harry waited until the supposed Fen-
ians were within a few paces, and then,
raised his revolver, calling loudly:

“ Halt, or I fire!”

Taken by surprise, thinking only in her
terror of the men behind, and of how she
could -warn the sleeping house of their pres-




