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w11orkers nleeded are fariners. There is hardly any honest way of making a
living there except by taking it out of the ground. And the fariners have
SPecial difficulties to contend against, such as scarcity of lumber, high prices
for fuel and low prices for produce, owing to distance from markets of the
World, flot to speak of terrible risks thiat have been attended to already.
To handicap thein under the policy of protecting them may he the last
straw added te their bitrden, and, therefore, they protest witli one voice
aganst the iIncreased duty on~ agricultura1 implements. 0f course, the
object is simply to keep eut American wares, and the, Ontario manufac-
turer, gave a pledge net te increase their price. But the Nor'-Wester
8tubb0 1.nîy answers that the Ainerican wares are net kept eut, and that
flext session the duty eught te be deubled if the object aimed at is te be
SCcOWlPlished. H1e mutst have the best agriculÉural implements that can be
Illade, e11 acceunt of the sîhertness ef the seasen and the high price of
labour. Every handling ef grain cests at least à cents a bushel, and manual
labour inust be minirnized te the utinost. Perhaps 1 may be allowed te
sugge5jt a celnplemiise. Old beoks are new allewed te cerne inte Canada
free Of duty, and perhaps the Gevernment may see the propriety of ad-

Olttn aie ploughs, harrews, and binders net less than seven years eld.
The 5uggStion at any rate is werthy of consideratien by the intellects that
devisd the plan of taxing nly the best books, and clairing that a sensi-

ble relief 'vas thereby given te publit. and university libraries.
The Mnest cbeerless siglit abeut Winnipeg is the small ameunit of land

under Cultivatien, As we appreach Portage la Prairie things look better.
BeyOnd that again, the reservatien of the mile belt weuld make yen fancy
that the country wvas stili uninhabited, were it net for the elevaters at
Points like -Branden and Virden testifying that there must be a great deal of
grain raised fer expert as well as for home supply. The general appearance
of the soil is all that can be desired. It is net the rather lov-lying swampy-
'lOOking, leavy, black-loamn of the Red River Valley, but fine rolling prairie,
ifterelected witli geed hay meadews, patches ef woed, and pends well cevered

wit du. a iglt dry loain on good dlay, fertile theugli nt of inexhausti-
bl ertiîitY, and uch mere easily and pleasantly werked than the abom-

'fla1bl stick mud near Winnipeg. The 400 miles from Winnipeg te
008 s aW, extending soutli te the ZDboundary line and te the north and

. rt'vest indefinitely, is a glorieus land that will yet support a popula-
t 0  fIillions. The winter is merciless te the ignorant and unprepared,but ter isn eihe lmt n e etrsui h oî.Lf

witlit a full current. No sense of lassitude is felt. 1 do net know
P eercentage of sickness, but i t miust be unusually small. At one of

r lastations I met a student wlio had left Kingston three montlis
Cpt ê i] used up witli his winter's work, looking like a Hercules.

e,'lerespended te my congratulations, IlI have gained forty pounds
"'Weght but"-and the tene clianged te melanclioly as lie evidentlytheuglit of liow mucl more lie miglit have gained-"l 1 was iii for some

Weeks after coming liere."

l.tegina We passeci in the niglit. Moose Jaw is an ambitions city,
eh aOut a lundred very unpainted, most new-ooking buildings ; shops

flyd. Perliaps a haîf or fourth of which may be ne.eded. The business of
th- 110g cities is terribly overdone by our work-shunning generation, but
'vartnlfl tee, will right itseif. At Moose Jaw the soul is apparently a
fal~ be riable clay, fit te produce any kind of creps, could a sufficient ramn-
Il ne Pexded upen. The littie grain that we saw was short, thougli the

00,1, e re well filied, and every one-even those who had been in the
dry 0ea111l a week-swore steutly that it bad been an exceptienally

"0jeý tho ~ r. Cheilop is net confined te the other side of the bounda"iy
weUg 9it is enly there that hie is found in aIl the glory of war paint.

eore told that at Moose Jaw the current of immigration bad ceased teafid that t irt
liee0l aga ti w miles farther west geod land ceased and would net be
of ti1 e came under the lee of the Recky Mountains. The proof

tv te ali-powerful "lthey say."

f0rj t lenving Moose Jaw the hlIs of "lle grand Coteau de Mis-
that Sttcede right across our path. These are immense ridges of drift

eete d frei the Missouri te the South Saskatchewan, marking the
r1  nit of the deep water of that ancient glacial sea wbose icebergs

Whier at are new the prairies of Manitoba and Assiniboia, and left
6 1aadri aying limestone that are plainly read to-day in the

oth e .0 Selkirk and Stony Mountain, and on the splendid cellar floorsIld vlage ef Stonewaiî. The hilîs are about thirty miles broad, and two
* e fe iglier than the plains on eitber side. The raiîway winds cun-

dlrele a flng thein, cuttings liere and there revealing the character of the

Af tert
tililee travelling as far as Medicine ~iat, or neariy three hundred

biiteeyon l4ese Jaw, we came te the conclusion that the country is
d"sert fier semi-desert. It is net equal te the Fertile Beit.

There the soul is loamy, the rainfail abundant, pasturage always superb,
and the traveller seldom eut cf sight of trees. Here the grasses are short,
and in August dried te russet colour, except in marshes, or where fires
had run, .and new grass had sprung up. But we saw alrnost ne bad lands.
The soul us pretty mucli the samne as that round Meese Jaw, apparentiy
capable of bearing ail ordinary crops. Tree-planting on au extensive
scale should be encouraged, as it is, by the Central and State Govern-
mrents and the Northern Pacific Railway, in Montana and Dakota. That
and every kind cf cultivation tend te increase the rainfaîl. 0f course,
settiers are net likely te offer themrselves as subjects te be experimented
on, when there is se mucli good land elsewhere, and the Syndicate lias
therefore at once set men at work te break a few acres at diflerent points
ail aiongy the line, wîtli the intention cf seeding these plots in the spring,
and se testing fairly tlie soil and climate over this enorinous area. Net a
moment lias been lest. This is simply another instance cf the ready iii-
itiative and the "lgo " displayed on every occasion, in sucli startling con-
trast te the "liow net te do it " cf Government. The beads give their
turne and strength te the work, unfettered by the thought of liow this or
that constituency is te be influenced, or this or that political friend te be
rewarded, or by the necessity cf liaving te explain in eloquent speeches
iaunmerable their own virtues, omniscience and eccnemy, and cf proving
that everybody else is, and always lias heen, generally iunatic or werse.
Governinents cuglit te have advantages over any private eompany. Tliey
can command the services cf a higlier class of men, even when salaries are
moderate, because the positions are presumably more permanent and tliere
is more bonour in serving a Gevernînent than a company. But wben
faction reigus, the heads cf departinents have te attend supremely te their
politicai interests. Every one under thein knews that party exigencies
are paramount, and as tliese come in everywhere, paralysis is the result.
The people insisted on the construction of the raiiway beingtaken out cf
the liands cf the Government ; and if ne improvement on the Party sys-
teom can be devised, they are likely te caîl for Syndicates te manage our
fcrests, our Indian department, our education, and everything else that is
cf importance te the common-wealth as a wbole. GEORGE M. GRANT.

EGERTON RYERSON.

ONE of the most noteworsliy objects for a thoronu'ghly interesting book, as
far as English-speaking Canada is cencerned, is the life cf the 'late Chief
Superintendent cf Education in Ontario. IlThis life lias been attempted,"
te borrow the bon met cf George the Fourtli, by DYr. llodgins, Deputy-
Minister cf Education, who lias pieced together with little literary skill
the IlStory cf my Life," bequeathed te blis care by bis patron. Egerton
Ryerscn's genuine merits and services te Canada are net made clearer
te the reader cf bis autobiograpliy by the adn]atory tene adopted by
bis Deputy, who is certainly ne fit Boswell for the Johnson of the
Educational Departinent. Tlie book is very poerly made. Tlie paper
is bad, the typegraphy coarse and indistinct, the engravings are hidecus;
but worst of ail is the part cf the wcrk for whvlih Dr. Hodgins is respen-
sible. Deputy-Ministers c 'f Education must in seme cases get tlieir edu-
edlucation by depnty. Leaving, this unsatisfactory bock, let us consider
the circuinstances which dptermined the career cf a man wlio bas left
bis Mark, te a great extent for goed, on the Educationai System cf this
country, and on the important brandi cf the Christian Churcli cf wliicb
frein first te last lie was a deveted adberent.

Egerton Ryerson was bora iii Mardli, 1803, in what is now the County
of Norfolk. His father was one of the Amierican Tories wlio, after their
forced expatriation, called their hatred cf the Anierican Whigs loyalty te
the mnddle-beaded ilanoverian, King George the Third. The Ryersonl
family, originally Daniish, had long been resident ii IIol]and, and after-
wards in the Dutch Colony, since known as New York. is mother, Il a
tecberless lass," withi a long pedigree cf Massachusetts Puritan ancestry,
was a Miss Stickney. The eider iRyerson settled on a grant cf 2,500 acres
cf land between the present village of Vittoria and Port ltyerse, tlie latter be-
ing tlîe property cf his ehder brother Samuel, wliose naine liad been docke(t
cf its final consonant by a clerical errer in bis Army Commission.

Both father and uncle were mien cf importance ini their district, and a
Most interesting picture cf thc life on a pioncer farin in their early days is
given in a inemfoir, by Mrs. Amelia Harris, daugiter cf Colonel Ryerse,
which is published in tlie second volume of Dr. Egyerton Ilyerson's IlUnited
Empire Loyalists," cf which, iii a lîterary peint cf view, it forms the inost
valuabie part. liard work, temperate habits, plentif ul food, and thc affec -
tionate care cf a very tender father and mother, wlio, amnid tlie rude
surroundings of the backwoods, still retained the traditions of culture derived


