
M"&rCn 8th, 1889.] TUE WEEK. 217'

vincod-as by the growth of popuhar ideas she wilh soon
ho convincd-tbat she bas ta choose between federation
and disintegratien ; lot the people of Engiand ho really
aroused ta the value af retainîng the empire in its antirety,
and tbat power cf adaptation that is pessessed by the
Saxon race in se largo a degrea will make itef apparent,
and a way wiii bo found. And pop~uiar feeling on the
subject is steadily growing in the aid country as well as
in the colonies. Tan years ago tbeme was scarceiy a inan
of note in England wbo raised bis veice in faveur of Fede-
ration, now scarcehy a week passes but notable werds are
spoken in its hehaif. The making cf the Imperial Parhia-
ment wilh ha a show and graduai process, bnistling with
many difficulties, and probabiy in the first instance seme
sunob scheme as an advisory board, composad of colonial
representatives, mnay ho attempted. The difficuhty in Eng-
land is in the removal of local questions from Parhiament,
and in the formation of a cempetent chamber ta deal
with them. Strong sentimental feelings would bc roused
againet tampering with time-honoured institutions. But
in the end, arguments showing the necessity and value cf
the change would prevail, and the modifications riecessary

01 in Enghand's system wouhd ho effected. Wbat bas been
donc in Germany within the hast twcnty yoars, mn the federa-
tien cf the German Empire, is an example cf wbat miglit
ha done in Enghand. And the material advantages that
have accruad ta Genmany are smail compared ta those that
wilh accrue ta England and bier colonies under federation.

Toronto, Feb., 188,1). GRANvILLE C. CUNNINGIIAM.

A Q UESTION.

Haow feals the niglit when ber stars forsake berî
Fair is the new day-yes I know-
And conquening in its youth's first ghow;

But whera doas the fainting night betake ber 1
What memories haunt, wbat strang fears shako lier?

Wonderful is the day, but oh,

How feels the ninger whe feais forsake lier ?h

"0w feels the sngert whoe n ieas forsake bar 'h
Clear is the ligbt of knowledge I know,
Strong, and needad, and fair, but woe

To the sweet singer! for what can shake bier
Thiret for enchantments, that used to make bier

Reel witli the deep night's overflow ;
How feels the singer whase fancies forsake lier ?h

Idl: questionar, naught can forsake lier!j Somewhere the niglit is reigning, and ho,
Dow inthesiner' herthiding helow

Teevemyday thoughts on whicli she must stake lier
Everyday hife, the stars awake lier

To midniglit's fathombess mystanies; no,
IdIe questioner, nauglit can forsaka hiem.

ETHELWYN WETHIERALD.

-1 LA YMA.Pj ON THEOLOGICAL DIFFI-
'C ULTIES.

0 N Sunday weok I heard the Rev. W. Hemidge, at Otta-
Uwa, preacli on the Third Beatitude-"l Bhessed are the

*meek, for they shahl inherit the eartli." He found great
difflcuitY in deaiing witb this text, tbougb ho pmeached
witb his usual powem, for it is bard ta sea the relation
hetween meokness and getting possession of real estate
cither hY inheritance or in any other way. But thougli I
could not failow his reasaning, yet it set me thinking on
this cuiaus feature of the New Testament, that while on
the ana hand it presents difficulties hy reasan of uttarancos
hike this, whic i may ho litemaliy described as transcen-

jdantal, an the other hand mon stumble hecause pracesses
Of thouglit and feeling are attributed ta Gad whicli closelY
follaw the lina of aur awn experièe. And yet this hast
Peculiarity fits in with the words used in the Elobistic

caper ofn inais"And Qd (Eohim) said : Lt us
makeman n ar oivn image, after aur awn likene8s8, and

lot themn have dominion, etc." As thaught', contriving-
Power, plan-making diffarentiato man more stnikinglY

from I "th 6easts that peish " tban aven his own erect

be bsud t thnk hattgaterourlikenasse" raferred ta
hisbod, epecaly a th wodswhicb fahlow, "land let

them hava domainion," je a purposa which is only accOm-
plished by man's mmnd. It is true indeed that hie framo,
s0 perfect, thougli in avery function weakem than the cor-
mspaniding function in the îower animais, iends iteif ýta
the designs of hie mind witli beautiful adaptability, yet it
ie by thouglit ho succeede in exercising dominion. It
shauhd not, therefore, ha surprieing or puzziing or scandai-
izing if wa flnd the teaching of the New Testament, on
tha. hypotheas of its inspiration, anthropomorphic. As
science advances we sea that ail creation more and more
exemplifies plan, purpose, wise adaptations of means ta,
onde, giving evidenca af a mind akin ta man's, thougli of
course infiniteiy mare pawerfuh.

Assuming that the New Testament is a revehation (I
do not discues the varions theories of inspiration nom deal
with the objections ta the theory of any special inspiration)
I gay the theologians ara greatly respaneihie for scepti-
cismn. Take for instance the doctrine of the immortality
Of the soul. Everywhera tlimoughout the New Testament
thie is assumed, juet as hife is assumed. We know notli-
ing of thetorigin of life or in what it consiste.a Yau can-
not attempt ta define it witliout being betrayed into vague

rhetoric, which analysis shows ta heoanly a caver for
ignorance. Yct on a subjct inflnitely more removed from
observation the carlier theologians dogmnatized, influenced,
curiousiy enougli, by Pagan writers. Origen maintained
the pro existence of the seul, a doctrine closely allied ta the
theory of endanations cf the Gnastics, and which Woi-ds-
worth's famous ode has made familiar ta people who nover
read Plate and nover heard of Origen. Some af the
Il Fathers " dogmaticaliy deciared the relation cf the seul
ta the universe and J ustin Martyr, Irenoeus, Clement, and
if I reemeber, Origen aise, beld that ý~v>'j) is the medium
hetween the spiritual and the animai, while a sect of the
Gnostics divided mon inte XOi*Kot, ,/nXtot, and 7rî'utia-tot,

and Irenoeus, Clornent and Origen made the light dark by
distinguîshing between the image cf God and resemblance
ta Ged-between EtKÙJv and 3itotwats. It is werthy of
reinark that whule schools and theologians differed and
doarmatized the Catholiè Church lias ail ahong heid by the
safe proposition as ta the arigin of the seul, that "',it de-
rives its existence freni God," and frowned on the omana-
tien cf the Gnostius, the pro-existence of Origen, and the
traducianism cf Tertuihian. Sucli specuhations and can-
treversies bave net yet been set at rest. It is enaugh ta
say we know nething and can know nathing of the arigin-
cf ife and the enigin of the seul is still more abstruse, if
there can be a more or less in sucli a comparison.

It is worthy cf remark that the intellectual qualities
of man whicb se strikingiy resemble those of the Being
who made the univorse are not those wbich struck the
early theehogians as furnishing the basis of likeness with
the divine mmnd. They fixed an twa attributes, liberty
and immortality. Liberty I think essentiai, but net im-
mortality, te farm a basis of similitude. The Greek
Fathers, Justin, Tatian, Athenagoras, Theophilus; the
Latin Fathers, Minucius Felix, and the Ahexandrians,
Ciement and Origen represent the cLvTrEeoluaLov of the human
seul as the main feature of the oitotcbortî or resemblance ta
God. The imputation of sin which bas played sucli a
prominent part in the histary of theahagical controvarsy is
unknown ta them apart from voluntary sof-determination.
Evon Irenoeus and Tertullian strongly assert this liberty.

Resembiance (oitoiûaLs) can oniy, according ta Origan,
ha obtained by a mental conflict in which the Will assarts
its self-determining powar an the sida of virtue or as a
gift of sovereign grace by union with Christ. I do nat
stop haro ta point out the sad havac Jonathan Edwards
makos cf this phrase, Il sef-determining power," in his
great book an tho Wilh, after reading wbich ail a man can
do is ta say, Il Your argument is irrefragabla, yat 'Our wills
are ours, we knaw net how."' And yen can evan say this
witbaut disagreeing with Edwards. Our wilis can nover
ba free from motivas, but they can fram compulsion.

How doas the soul acquire imnmortality '1 Hare is a
question nover askod in the New Testament. It is, of
course, impassible ta answer it. If yau attempt it you
anly add difflcuty ta difficulty. If yeu shrink from anni-
hilation at death, yen had btter ithar take the New
Testament authcrity as conclusive or faîl back an man's
moral and spiritual nature, as Tennyson doas in In Me-
moriam. But tha aanly theohogians could tell yau ail
about it. Justin, Tatian, and Theophihus thaught the soul
acquired immartality hy union with the Spirit ; Tertulhian
and Origan, that it was ossential ta tha soul ; Lactantius
that it was the guerdon of virtua.

New, sureiy it is a very remarkable thing that neithar
aur Lord nor Paul, nar any of the ather apostias, troubled
themselvas witli this question. It nuEt have been con-
stantly present ta thair mi, because the Sadducees did
not helieve in immortality. I hold this reticence ta be ana
af tha things that surprise us in the New Testament, and
which wil maka a candid mind feel that, accaunt for it
liow Yeu may, the letters and histories and vision which
make up the volume are ike na other writings penned
baforo or since their timo.

The doctrines of the duratian of futurq punishmant
and of the atonement ara great stumbling blocks ta modern
thouglit. We ail sympathize with the cry of Tennyson in
hie imamortal stanzas, commencing.

The wish that cf the living whole
No life may f ail beyond the grave.

But we ~see ha is staggered by lis awn raasaning until
ha fahis dazod and hewildorad,

On the great world's altar stairs
That sope through darknesB up teýGed1.

I have, howover, no sympathy with thasa who think
they can hold by the New Testament as inspimed and yet
den'y the doctrine af future punielimont for sin, or aven
dogmaticaily question that it enduras for sncb a periad
that ta aur minde it may ho properhy dascibed as atarnai.
It iS ta be observed that the strQligest statoments of the
extrema severity and long endurance of future pUnishmenli
cama fronw the mouth of aur Lord (John v. 29; Mark xvi.
16 ; Matt. xiii. 40-50, xxv. 41-46). The aposties are net
legs explicit (Rom. ii. 12-16 ; 2 Thees. i. 8, 9 ; Raeb. x.
9-7; 2 Peter ii. 9 ; Judo 15 ; Rav. xx. 13, 14). Naw no
stronger phrases ara known ta the Graek languaga ta ex-
press duratian than thase used-either E£ç -av au,,va or
Etç i-oiiçatùnqlç r,(ùv avw. This anguaga, ha it remem-
herod, is used by Christ, who certainly was not behind any
modern in beliaving in and depicting the goodness of God.

Nom can I sea that it is contrarv ta reasan. *Wa pun-
ish those wlio sin againet us. Most of us go on sinning
ai Our ives, and the religion of some is itseif the worst
sort of iniquity. The man must ha a hiappy man who is
not consciaus that ho lias gona on from yeam ta yaar acting
contrary te the dictatès of hie conscience-to the prompt.

ings of what is best in him. And though one may
grievouisly sin and yet'remain a good man, the leaning of
his will being towards, and his sympathies with, goodness,
yet in numbers of cases a character is formed perfectly hate-
fui even to a man whose moral character has remained
erect. How, then, could it be toierated by God 1~ The
phrases used to desoribe the character of the happiness of
the righteous are clearly figurative, and thoso used to
describe the misery of the condemned are not lbas clearly
so. But an abandoned man or wornan's condition, even
in the eye of ordinary human goodness, will, without adding
material fire, seom miserable enaugh, and may properly be
described as one of Ilutter darknoss." [f the God of the
moral and spiritual world is the Cxod of the materiai world,
then wo shall inherit our characters.

1 had intended to say a few werds about the atone-
ment, and especially as presentcd by Paul, but 1 have
aiready taken up too much space, and perhaps the remarks
jotted down after hearing a vcry strîking sermon may have
littie of suggestion for the readers cf Trip WEEK. But if
the fear thus indicated should prove unfounded I will
roturn to the subject in another article.

NICHeLAs FLOOD DAviN.

THE PROGRESS 0F oe4NADA.--I

T 1HE pragress of Canada during the hast twenty years
lin the dovelopment of its material resources, thegcon-

solidation of its internai uDity, and the extension of its
national influence and power, is a question which shauid
arouse the enthusiastic interest and devoted attention of
every admirer of aur noble Dominion.

Canadians have much to bc proud of. Devotion te
the political principles of centuries of constitutianal pro-
gress ; adherence to the forms and usages of the freeset
system of government upon the face of the globe ; passes-
sors of an unbroken continuity of historic greatness and
heroic deeds coming down through the centuries fram their
British ancestry ; having within the confines of their
awn territory a land teeming with reminiscences of the
stubborn endurance and hardy valour which se strang-
ly characterized the Canadian pioncer, and that loyalty to
Crown and Country which places such a distinctive stamp
of honour upon the early Canadian scttlcr, possessaru, in
short, of all the conditions essential te the dovelopment of
a groat nation:. viz., a noble ancestry, a grand history, an
immense territory, and an increasing population.

But Canadians have even more than this to be proud
of. They have a boundîcas extent of land and lake and
river, of fertile fields and farms, mines and forests and
fisheries, teoming with ail the natural riches which a
bountiful Providence could baistow upon a highly favoured
people.

Ail the coal mines, forests, and fisheries of the Mari-
time Provinces, the farms of Quebeo, the agrioultural
wealth, the live stock, mines and foresta of Ontario, the
rolhing prairies of Manitoba' the wheat-fields of the North-
West tarritories, the undavelopod riches of the Mackenzie
Basin, the gold and coal of British Columbia, forra but
links in the chain of evidonce which points to the day
when this fair land of ours wili be groatar and more pros.
parous than we can evon dream of at the present time, and
which should make every inhabitant of the Dominion
proud of the fact that lie is by adoption or birth a Cana-
dian as wahl as a Britishi subject.

Twenty or thirty years ago the position of a Canadian
colonist was very difféent from that of a Canadian citizen
of to-daý'.

It was in 1849 that the famous Annexation manifeste,
issued from the press in Montreal, describes the state of
affaire as falows :

tgIn surveying the actual condition of the country
what but muin or dacay meets the oyel Crippled and
checked in the full career of private and public enterprise,
this possession of the Britishi Crown, aur country, stands
beo re the worid in humiliating contrast with its immedi-
ate neiglibour, exhibiting every symptom of a nation fast
sinking ta decay."

Signed, as it was, by many of the leading business men
of the day, this circular bears sufficient evidence of the
thon lamentable position of the Province. In the succeed-
ing yaar a usually weli informed Enghieli paper, The Illius.
trated London News, referring to the turning of the first
sad of the Northarn Railway by Lady Elgin, said : IlThe
inhabitants of the frozen and hitherto imperfectly under-
staod regian of Canada have nat until recently avaiied
themsaives of the modern advance in public improvements."

So great was the lack of knowledge cancerning eaah
other's resaurces and raquirements amongst the Britishi
colonies in North America previous ta Confederation, so
intense were the jealousies and feuds, so hostile wera the,
apparent interests of the diff erent Provinces that it is easy
ta appreciate the strong apposition which that great mous-
ure met, bath in the House of Assembly and in tha
country. We can even understand the sentiments of a
prominent member of that Hanse, Mr. J. B, E. Dorion,
when lie said, during the Confedeiatian debate of 1865 :
"This scheme of Confoderation, this schema of an inde-
pendent monarchy, can lead but ta extravagance, ruin,
and anarchy.» Even these dire fareodings were exoelled
by the Hon. L. H. Halton, in the samne debate, when lie
gravely stated that if "lthis schema which threatens ta
plunge the country inta measureless debt, into difficulties
and confusions utterly unknown ta the present constitu-
tional system, is adopted, I anticipate for my country a
period of caiamity, a period of tribulation, amcl i uib iq
never heretofore known"


