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of joy and of repose as on one of those delicious days when ail creation
seems again eue blessed farnily, and mutual love and crowning peace pro-
vail. And as Else lay andi looked up into the heaven shre fergot bier sor-
rows, andi thus reciiîiing, she closed iber eyes and gently fell asleep. Anti
ber spirit fleti fast andi far away through the regions of ligh-lt, and up to
the throngs of thejust, and to the Judger of tyrants and the alelper of the
innocent and the wrongeti. And she behelti a figure emerge frorn that
upper company, ciad in royal robes anti knightiy armour ;the tiiamonds of
his sword-hilt flashed iii tire sunibeamns, a golden horn glittered by bis sitie,
his belmet bore the wings and neck of a swan ; in his visage and boaring hie
was noble above the heroes of earth, glorious as tire suni of the morning,
and hie moveti witb music in his steps, and advanced as bier protector andi
friend, and oflered hier the strength of bis amni. Andi Else no w awoke, anti
a emile was on lier lip; but sire lay rnotionless thin<xng of hier fooligli,
girlish droam ; for Count Teirarnund ihati ovorthrown the. most valiant
knights of Europe, anti noure dare venture to enter the lists or tourna-
ment against bime, anti as sire thought of hier tormentor she wept again,
anti weoping felI asleep. And one of those dear birds, which bad been
cooing foudly with its mate amongy the forest trees, a snow-white dove,
seemed to bier to rise and fly away beyonti the gloomy forests andtihei dis-
tant bills, beyond the fleecy clouds ani beyond our mortal ken, and later,
in bier dreain, she hoard the ringing of a silvor bell, the silvery riaging of
a tiny bell ; three times it rang, anti she then observed a snow-white dove
tlitting near anti nearer and soaring lu narrower circles above lier where
she lay, andi a littie silvor bell was hanging froîn its neck, and on tire bell
was written "lring tbrice andi aid xviii corne." And whien she awoke,
beholti a dove pereheti upon bier shoulder, with a tiny sil ver bell. around its
nock. And Else detacheti the bell and put it in lier breast, anti the gentie
dove thon flew away, anti bie wenit bac t te i castie fuîit of slenit.joy.

And wben Bise hati irinly rejected the solicitatiens of Counit IIelra-
munti, ho found ait length. another spouso, tire Frisian Duches, Ortrude;
but be stili insistoti on bis rigrht of disposing of his ward; ant inl bis
chagrin anti bis spite lie now made a publie tienuniciatien of tire duchess
te the king for hier brother's murder, and a dernanti for tire incorporation
of her vast duclîy witiî bis own demnains, aud for tire final anti arbitrary
administration of bier estatos and wealth. Andtire kinc coulti net do
otherwise than acknewledge bis clainis, andi Telrarnund bad bis dcrnntis
proclaimed alouti by the horald at a vast asioînbly cf thý Court and
people, met on the banks cf the Lower I{line, by Cleves. And lie entered
arruet iinte the lists te oppose in battle any hero who ehoulti gainsay bis
1accusation or ofF3r bis biandi or protection to the (luche55. And El-ic was;

3 there, pale anti sppechless, but bepeful in bier inner utiid that Go I wouild
tnove soine one te take pity in ber case, or that sortie kaigylit weuild coie te
bier dehiverance. And wben the heraid's bugle sountied thoe was silence

Sin that tumultueus gatlîering, anti tbrougb the cal m, clear air the restless
rusbing cf the Mhine alono was beard insteati of the former din. And
Henry the Fowler, King cf Gerînany, was judge cf the appeal anti tour-
nament ant ibe asked the littie duchess if sihe biad any on(, te dHfenrd bier riglît
againat tbe accusation cf the Court cf Telmamuid, anti the simple girl thoni
toid the king, for Ila thy king, thon iay'st cenfide." Atid she tolti hlm cf
bier tiroam cf the armnoureti knight, with lus swan-wingeti holmot and golden
hemn, and saiti she woulti wait bis proffereti aid whichi would shortly corne,
andi 8he kapt iooking steadfastly inte the sky. And the goti natured king
emileti, and the people said she was iii a trance, anti Telramund iaugheti
witb a grimi sarcastic sneer.

But tie took eut the littie silver bail freinlber breast anti rang it
witlî lier fairy fingers, and the silvery sounti was heard by ail te spread
thmouglî the lias andi ov'er the river, and they liiteined and watched as it rose
anti rang, away and away, over the trocs anti meuntains, like a tbinig cf
wingeti light, and it seemeti te circle anti sear like a thonglit cf the miml
tilI it passeti the cloutis anti the air, anti hieti anti burried enwartis and ou
andi filloti the beliew sky. For there is perbaps a soretiîing after aIl in
tbe olti Pythagorean theory andi the ancient Persian belief that "lne sounti
dues," but that every echo and note and tene revemberates, tingyles anti
spreatis Il etill thinner, clearor, furtbem geing," tilI ail meit anti blonti in
the Il universal music cf the spliere."

Anti as Eise's bell hati rung, shre listeneti anti watcheti, but ne mesponse
or eign was veuchsafoti te bier appeal. And thon she askcd the king te
have lier wisb proclaimeti that sbe offereti herseif anti aitliber possessions f ui]y
anti forever te any kuiglit wbo weuld assert hiem cause in battie against the
Count cf Telrmanti.

Anti Bise rang again bier bell, anti the wlîele assenibly hearti, anti
seemnet te watcb the wantiering notes, but theme was ne respense. Thonl
ise's culver bell rang eut a thirti time, anti its echees had net quite tiied

away wben another silvery, sweeter scuid was bearti te f111 the air, anti
ail men looketi arount in silence anti wcntier, and the ruslîing river seemed
te flow te the music, anti the notes came nearer anti nearer tiown the
stream, anti presenthy a great white swan, witb a golden crown on its neck,
was seen from the bank, guitiing a littie shallop, like a large anti beautiful
seel, ant in the sballop there reclineti a knigbt in royal armeur, anti
stopping by the marge, tbe knigbt arece anti stepped eut, sworti in baud,
inte the mitidleocf the lists. Anti Else recegnizeti in him the hero cf hier
tiroam, anti bowoti lersoîf at bis feet, anti telt i iber case anti beseugbt bis
aid. And bie saiti it was bis life anti mission te retiress anti help the wrengoti;
but on one condition onhy coulti he engage in strife or accept a cballenge,
anti it was, that if be were successful ho shoulti net be questioneti, nor
shoulti ehe ever ask him about his ancectry or family or home ; for the
nature cf bis ortier anti bis mission cempeiheti bim te retura at once whon
bis enigin was knewn, anti Else glatily premiseti this siight requst. Anti
the swan.knight was tourheti by Eise's beauty as wehl as by bier wrengs,
anti lie offereti bis boey as well as bis sworti te the maiden wbo hati alreatiy

loveti bim unseen anti in bier ireams. Anti thon the knights adivancedi te
single combat, anti Fretierick, Count cf Telramtiii, xvas overtlirown, anti
the people -jhouted praiso te the victel', who new gencrously spariti the life
of tie failen perjurer at bis feet. Thon tire Kniglit cf the Swan anti Bise
folleweti King Hery anti court te Antwemp te prepare fer tire Ilungarian
Wars.

But the woundoý,d Toîramiunti recoveici ;, Ortrutie, bis Frisiani spouse, a
descendant of Raibeti, the faînous Frisian king, bothieught herself cf ven-
geance on the happy Duchess Else. Anti Ortmude went as a tiisseînbling,
applicant te Elses trails, anti suti burnbly for forgiveness fer tire fermer
wroiigs, anti ingratiateti berself cloverly into the( confidence cf the unsus-
poctiug Bise ; taîketi te ber of lier wentirous tiehiverer anti lord - asketi
of bis nine anti engin, anti matie corne strong siugoctiens andi insinu-
ations, wbich Bise ceulti net answer or cloar up. Anti thus she sowed the
seetis of suspicion anti inquiry lu bier breast.

Now aIl the ladies ef the court anti the country grew envious cf Eise's
fortune, fori- l nothing coulti their lords match or rival bers ; anti they
began te tahk gessip anti scandi about trim. Anti Ortrude fannetire flame.
Ile migrht be a brave anti clever champion, but theme xvas something queer
about hlm, sornictling they coulti net untierstanti nom quite make eut;
petite anti gallant hoe was but inta peculiar wa~y. HIow,they aïked each other,
hiat ho been, brought up? Vheî-e ii lic coine frei ?, Who was lie. anti
wliat was bis father or bis grantifather'i Wmotr tlid ho kniow? \Vhat
xvere huis famiiy's connections? Hle tilketi as an equal te the Kýing-a
piece cf unwamrantable presumptien Bat this wwe the commen way Of
troating strang-ers in fondaI ages3, anti xlicrever the feudal spirit lingers5
still. After ail they comdd kniow anti wvoe-d know nothing about bis
antecedeats, moreovor, they saiti that bie must have emuployeti the Ilblack
art," or be inlu bague with the powers cf evil to bave evercome such a
knight as icîramuni. Anti thon Else, hearing aht this, anti being Coni-
stantly driven. te sobo by berself ou accourit cf it, anti knowing, toe, that
bier bu.ibanti was noble, perhaps of a kiiîgly raceý, suie asked bim of lus
cemiag anti of bis reai nîaine. But hoe earnostly remindet iher cf hemý oath.
Bat the feminine tiesire for niastery ever lier rivals anti foi- worining eut
the secret liati taken sucli root, anti she se xvished te vinlicate lier bus-
baud's aobility before tirera, that it grew 1tily sto oager anti strengeî. Anti
she said, Il ['vl me. 1 am thon inirmiet te f rit; i xvho fear-; purAuit i
or to a thunderboît, falleni frm heaven' 1 maice kiiwv. " Atid th- me-
covereti Count cf Teirarnn now yximuiih'r Car, mu-,,Lifyiiiy bier Course.
Anti hie majde a public accusation of the, lKuiglit for magic anti forlti,lmn
inflaences ; anti Else's linebani was coina mu niet by tire, King te justify
hilmel, anti te tioclare hie civa anti fathcnr's niain anti race, ani the source
anti secret of bis power.

Tlieî the victoriens andt galamît knight, b 'cforc tht whele open Court
anti the assenîbîct people, i iie this tieclaratioîi

IFar away lu diistanit chines, wbiclî your foot cari nover treati, there hies
a fair anti haîppy landt, wher' cevering forestsecrowmî th(- sun-biîtbet hilîs,
anti silver stroas fiow fresb anti purp througb every vale, anti toit anti
came amui wamît anti four are tliere unkiuown, for undulutoti joy anti cmewn-
ing plenty reigu ; a landl wheme every wisli i leimusli, bccause fulfilieti
where every trope is lest iii perfect realization ; where sorrow, death, andi
sini cani neyer enter nmore. Anti tbemeiuu a glemicus city stands, whosc walis
anti whos4o fountiatiens are of ametluyst anti crystai, anti whose streets are
beaten golti, anti frei its mitiet a glitteritig temnplc mises, more gorgonus
thuan auglit else upon the eartb ; anmd a raiant veesel cf the purmet, cost-
liest rnby anti cf exhaustiess vu-tues is thoroin proservoti as the most pro-
cious relie cf the Christian faith. Lt was long kept by holy augets iu
regioîîs far above the oarth, tilt tbey foumut amoug mankinti eeme eue aé,
pure in life as they, aîîd te his kcoping it was gîven. [t lïecndeweti with
iuexhaustibie reseurcos for tiispen4ing evemy blessiug ; those wbo behuolti
its giory cari neyer tue while its memnory romains ; atiI disoase anti plagmie
anti pain, anti sorrews, wocs, anti cames are lînchet anti sootheti ut its sight.
'Tis calloti tho HoLY GRAIL; anti te its seving knights le lent a severoîgni
supemhînman power, unkîow te xvorliy moen, se long as tlucy preserve
unsïulliel anti secure their secret source of strengtb; but whuoîu tho faithles5
mind cf werhtily mon begins te tioubt anti question anti examilue its cause
anti moason anti working, thon its unctien is gene; anti wben a knight bas
îevealed lus mission anti ortier, te be truc anti faithful te bis trust, hoe
muet ut once rotumu te a renewed centact witb the GRAIL. Heuce the
rewarti of yôur forbitiden questions anti of your broken oath. From that
terrestrial Paradise, frein that abotie of the blest, frein the lanti of the
GRAIL ivas J. cent; Parzival, my father, is its king; its heir am 1J; MnY
narne le Lohengrin."

Anti thon the came strange cehectial music that bati flheti the air before
in tue teumniameut ou the Rhine wac now re-beard again , anti the camie
snowy cwan came giiding te the marge, with the goldien crown anti the
tiny sballop lu ils tew; anti Lohengrini bade them ait adiieu, with a hast
anti corrowfui farewehl to Bise ; anti lie steppeti iruto the littie b)out, anti
the great fuli-breastoti swan, with cwarthy webs anti colti-wbite plumes,
te its ewn last pensive mnusic gentiy moveti down the migbty river wbicb
hurries ever te the main, anti the rocetiing music tiieti away in the distance
as it hati ceine-anti Lohengrin retumneti ne more.

Anti Eise, wben she roalizoti wbît cie hati doue, feil, anti fainteti, andi
fatiot away ; anti after heckiîug, anti waiting, anti vailing for bier lord,
whorn cie nover founti in thie worhd cf privation anti ghoom, che at lase
set eut te eeek hlm ln tie wonhti cf ligit.

Sucl is1 the famous logent cf IlLohengrin" first writteu lu the 13t1
century, anti for long attributet te the groatest cf the Germait meiaiî
poets-Wofram von Eschenbacb : a logerit whicb Richard WVagner liai
again revivifieti anti put as opera upoti the stage, ant i vth a mnusic whi0h
surpasses the aucieîut pet's tiream.
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