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Fribourg’s Nun Printers.
The lnstitute of $t. Paula Unique
Conmmmunity.

The printing nuns of Fribourg are an
established fact, and abrief account of
their work must be an interesting con-
tribution to the church history of to-
day, says a writer in the “Rosary.”
The official title is “The Institute of St.
Paul.”

The institute was founded by a de-
voted priest of Friboury, Canon Joseph
8horderet, and like other great works
of the Charch, started as from a tiny
mustard seed. The good canon, seeing
the immense harm effected by the irre-
ligious serular press, determined to es-
tablish a newspaper, and, at the t'me of
this wriiing, this journal, apprepriately
named *‘La Liberte,” is the Jeading or-
gan of the canton. His efforts were
cordially approved by the Holy Father
aud by the Bistop of the diocese, and
8t ouce met with success among the
Catholie laity.

But alas! the leaders of the Interna-
tionale, a sort of general Earopean
trades union founded upon anti-reli-
gious principles continually made trou-
ble in the printing office inciting the
men to strike and dcing all in their
Power to prevent the issuing of the pa-
Per. While the struggle went on God
had been secretly preparing a way of
deliverance. There were at Fribourg
Seven young girls who had been long-
ing to devote themselves to gome active
work for souls. Canon Shorderet knew
of their desire and by an interior light
was led to understand that here was
the materia) with which he could lay a
foundation for his work. With the ad-
vYice and approval of Bishop after-
wards Cardinal Mermillod then exiled
from Geneva he proposed to these
Young and ardent souls to offer them-
selves as victims

For The Sins Of The Press.

The seed fell upon good ground and
inashort time the little band quietly
departed for Lyons where they were to
be instructed in the difficult art of typ.
ography. But they could not leave so
Becretly a [ittle town like Fribourg,
Where naturally every one knows and
20ssips over all that oceurs, without at-
tracting attention. They had not been
very long at Lyons when the object of
their journey was discovered and the
go0od canon received a threatening let-
ter informing him that his workmen
Were ahout to strike.

What could be done? The young
Drinters were still too inexperienced to
be intrusted with the care of the paper.
At thig critical moment Canon Shorderet
h3-ppemed to hear that women were em-
Ployed as printers in an office in Roanne.

8 hastened thither ; led by the hand
of Providence, wio had here provided
Another instrument of His glory, Mile.
Marie Durantet, who was emploved at
that time in the office.

No sooner had the new work been ex-
Plained to her than this holy soul at
once offered berself to act as forewoman
and instructor to the little band of no-
Vices. To quote her own bright, en-
thusiastic words, she was “ready to wear
out her fingers and work her head off
for the Institute of St. Paul. With two
of her companions she left Roanne, and
Joining the little party, they all returned
to Fribourg, - The very day of their ar-
rival the printers left the office of “La
Liberte’ in a body. The children of St
Paul at once took their places under the
direction of Mlle, Dnrantet, and, by
working all night, trinmphantly brought
out the paper at its usual hour the next
The press
had received its consecration,

It was not long before candidates
flocked to the little community in itg
Quaint old liouse on the Rue De Morat,
Bo that within two years it was decided
%o found a house in Paris.

A small colony of the sisters, headeq
‘by Mlle. Durantet, was established at
Ville d’Avray, in the environs of the

rench capital, and later removed to 51
Rue De Lille, in the city. But this
house soon proving too small for their
Work, a final move was made to Bar-le-
Due, where they still remain.

Martyrs To The Cause.
. The publication of several Catholic
Journajg was in‘rusted to them; other
orderg poured in and the work soon be-

camne an assured success. But this sue-
cess had demanded its vieting. Wno
can tell the Leroic sacrifices involved
inthe eariy days? Began in poverty,
the sisters were deprived of all com-
forts and of some necessaries. The stafl
of workers was so insufficient that they
were often obliged to labor day and
night, Constaut jonrneys hetween Paris
and Ville d’Avray in ali seasons, carry-
ing bales of paper and cases of printing
implements, exhausted their strength,
which was scant:ly reinforced by their
poor fare. There were other trials suffi-
cient to intimidate the stoutest hearts.
Buat Margaret Mary Duarantet and ter
little band were not daunteld. In the
face of all difficulcies they carried on
the work. Three years later God called
the devoted leader to receive her
crown, Margaret Mary died in March,
1897, in the 29th year of her age.

Auvother holy soul, 3 ster Marie Prax-
ede Weber,followed Margaret in Angnst
1884, having attained on!y her 19.h
year. Shie was but 12 years old when ghe
begged Canon Shorderet to admit her
to the congregation. Despite her delicate
hiealth she was received. Thongh very
frail she was alwavs ready for work. Her
devotion to tue Blessed Sacrament knew
no bounds.

Bister Catherine Panline Sturmey was
another of thoge precions souls whoe seem
to have had the seal of consecration set
npon them in thecradle, She was bare-
ly 20 when she died and had already
been gix years a member of the congre-
gation. She too had a most tender de-
votion to the Blessed Sacrament and to
the Passion of our Lord. In her notes on
retreat thus spirit is beautifully mani-
fested : “My God’ she “writes when wilt
Thou grant me the incomparable joy of
becoming a vietim for Thy sake—a true
vietim—so that I may no longer have
wny happiness on this earth but in suf-
fering for Thee?” God was not slow to
hear lier prayer, for in three months of
painful illness joyfully accepted she
peacefully passed away on May 6, 1883

We may well belieye that the prayers
of these saintly souls powerfally assist
thie labors of their sisters.

But another loss for this world, tLhough
a gain for heaven fell upon the
institute in 1893 in che death of their
worthy founder Canon Shorderet. He
was buried accordiug to his own desire
beneath the stone pavement of the
Cordeliers’ Chureh in Fribourg just at
the entrance of the chapel of the famous
“Black Madonna,” where, as he himself
8iid, all wt.o came to worship might pass
over his resting place and remember
him in their prayers.

The bigotry of the Protestant govern-
ment of Switzerland will not permit any
new order or congregation to be formally
recognized as guch or to wear its diae
tinctive habit. In consequence of this
restriction, Canon  Shorderet directed
that t’ e dress of the sisters bo a simple
black gowvn.

The Establishment.

On the occasion of my recent visit I
was welcomed by a young sister, who
cheerfully assured me that sne would
be happy to show me the establish-
ment.

Pagsing up a stone staircase whose
steps are worn by the feet of many gens
erations, I was ushered into g simply
furnished room, whose only ornaments
were a very devotional crucifix and re-
ligious prints, Mile, Turkinden, the
Present superior, repeated the welcome
already extended. A conspicuous orna-
ment of their beautiful chapelisa fine
statue of 8t, Paul, the fac Simile of one
in the Visitation Chapel at Paray-le-
Monial. Facing it is a beautiful statue
of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. On
the same floor was the refectory, ar-
ranged in correct religirus form, and
breathing throughout the 8pirit of holy
poverty. Passing to the thirg story, I
had a glimpse of snow-white curtained
beds in the dormitory. Passing through
a door on this floor I found mysgels in the
garden! A short flight of steps leq to 5
building on the upper terrace of the
third-story garden, where are situateq
the type-setting and press rooms. Here
Lfound a number of the sisters en-
gaged in their pious labors. On each
case of type lay a crucifix and a pious
picture, as aids to devotion.

The walls were adorned with relig-
jous pictures, while a fine portrait of
the founder, surrounded by a wreath,

hung in a conspicaons place., The
cheerful suulight streaming in at the
many windows glorified the room, aul
I fancied shed « halo aroand the sweet
young faces bending over their sticks
of typ-. A characteristic devotion of|
the sisters is the “living clock,” which
means a brief meditation at each hour
of the day and nignt on one of the suf-
ferings of onr Lord. Tiey also recite
the little office of the pussion. Daily
communion is their heavenly strength.

Oue of the most imuportany achieve-
ments of the sisters was the issue of a
superb  volane, iilusirated by many
phiotosravures, ou the tomd of our Holy
Father 8. Dominie, at Bolosna, the
work of Very Rav. Father Berthier, O.
. The bindiie was also doue by them,
the whole forming a worg of great ar-
tistic merit and beaa y,

In the shop is arranged a well seleet-
ed circalating library of Catholic works.

to which visitors may have acress on
the pavment of a swall subseription
Hsre, too, one may buy the pretties:
medals, lace, pictures, beads ete.

There is also a larger siiop devoted to
the sale of the pablications of the insti-
wute in the Grand R 1o,

Noted Visitors,

It may not be uninteresting to know
that the saintly Fatber Hacker, on oc.
casion of one of his visi:g to Switzare
land, became acqnainted with the Payl-
ist Sisters—if I may 80 cail them—and
expressad the deepest interest in their
work. Archbisho, K-sune also visited
the Paris Louse and gave Lis cordial
approval,

Since this article was written, the St.
Paal Institute Sisters have all entered
the Third Order of St Dominie, and
Futher Berthier, O, P., is their spiritual
director.
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Midnight Mass ut Portage La

Prairie,

Though the following verort
comes rather late, we think it
will not be devoid of int rest for
our readers. It begins with
thisextract from the DarLy Gra-
PHIC of Portage La Prairie, Dec.
27th, 1897 :

A midnight mass was celebrated at
St. Cuthbert's church on Christmas eve
by Rev. Father Cnartier, 8.1, of St. Bo-
niface, assisted by a choir under the
leadersLip of Miss Hagarty, A very
larze cougregation was in attendance
and every available seat in the charch
was occupied. Tie interior of the churel,
was decorated tastefuily with evergreens
and flowers, arranged to typify the belief
of the church and suggesting events in
the life of Christ. Over the door hung a
Union Jack, an emblem of the loyality
of the people to their Bovereign, and
b ehind the choir gallery a “Merry
Christmas” in spruce leaves. Over the
altar and its candles was a forest of
green under a sky of blue and fleecy
white clouds. On high was tue crown
surmounted by a cross, encircled by
Contantines’s motto, “In  hoe signo
vinces.” ‘lo the left was a landscape
representing from Bethlehem t5 ().
vary,and on the righta niche to re.
present the society of the Apostleship of
Prayer, and the coat of arms ang motto
of Archbishop Langevin. A streaming
banner stretched above, proclaiming
“Glory to God and on earth peace,» The
whole appearance of -the chureh was
highly creditable to the ladies who gid
the work. The celebration of the mass
began shortly after midnight. The mass
sung was Peter’s mass in D, which was
rendered by the choir in 4 manner that
evoked many compliments from, the
audience. It is to be added tha; the
music of the mass was not received
by the choir until Wednesday, and the
fact that the members showed g pretty
thorough acquaintance With it wag
evidence of pergistent study and careful
practice. The choir was compoged of
Misses Haggarty, Irene Haggarty, P.
Haggarty, May Mawhinney, N, Gilman,
C. Bemister and Messrs. Beynon and
Carpenter. The communion was dispens-
ed and a short sermon preached by
Father Chartier.

Father Chartier’s Impressive

celebrating the most joytual of all
events, the Birth of Christ

The decorations, so well des-
cribed in the DarLy Grapuic re-
flect great credit on the ladies
who were 80 generons in oivine
their aid, coming to the church
every afternoon and evening for
five consecutive days.

Miss Irene Haggarty fulfilleq
with great tact aud skill the
position of orgamst. Asthe score
for the Mass was not received
till the Wednesday before Christ-
mas the choir 1s to be com-
plimented on the brilliant effort
they made to render such a diffi-
cult and  bheantiful Mass for
Christmas eve. Mr. Philion being
absent for the holidays, the dirce-
tion devolved on ‘the Misses
Haggarty.

The programme of Peter's cele-

rated Mass in U was rendered
as tollow:

Christe ,,,,. Tenor Solo....Mr. Carpentor

Laudamus te ..., Alto and Sopraso. ., Miss

May Mawhinney and

Miss Gilman

Deus Pater Umunipotens, ... Do Mii-ex -

garty and Gilman.

Quoniam,..... Tenor Solo....Mr.Carpenter.
Uredo

Filtum Dei..... + Sop.solo.,, Miss Hagga 'ty

Gunitum non factum. .. Tenor 8olo. . Mr Car-

penter

Et Incarpatus est....Alto and S9p,. .. Misses
Haggarty ant Gilman

Crueifixns ..., Bass Solo......Mr.Beay n

Etin Spiritum...,Sop.and Bass .. Mi- Hag-
garty and Mr. Benyon

Sanctus.
Benedietus..,.Sop.solo.. Miss M. Mawhinney
2nd Part...,Tenor...... Mr.Carpentor

Duet ....sop.and Alto .....Misse . Haggearty

and Gilman

Adeste Fideles. ., ., ..... coevsesa By the Choir

Miss  Iagoarty’s voice was
heard to great advantage, the
church being crowded,and many
were the encomiums passed; hav-
ing a sweet voice and carefnlly
trained. her singing added great-
ly to one’s devotion, Miss Mary
Mawhinney gave a musical treat
in her rendition of theBenedictus
sending forth rich strains of me-
lody that reverberated through-
out the church. Mr. Carpenter's
singing bespoke the musician. At
this, Miss Gilman’s first appear-
ance in the church, her singing
was greatly enjoyed, as was that
of Mr. Benyon, whose musical
talent is of no mean order.

T A,
The Two Bacons.

AJ.Faust in Church News.

Last week I .1\ vuted some little 8space
t0 a notice of the recent uniform edition
of ttie Rev. John Taibot Smith’s “Ser-
mons,” “The Training of a Priest”
and “Brotter Azarias.,” I am again re-
minded of this Christian Brother by two
facts lately brought to public attention R
the fivst is the new edition of Roger Ba-
con’s “Opus Majus” edited by J. H.
Bridges, Fellow of the Royal College of
Physicians, and the second is the deatl
during the current month of Dy, George
F. Holmes, Professor in the University
of Virginia. The reader may be some-
what perplexed as to the association
of the name of Brother Azarias with

a new edition of “Opns Majus” of
Bicon and the recent death ofDr.]

Holmes. In “an Essay contributgng
to a Philosophy of Literature,” fifth

revised edition, Brother Azarias says:
“Three centaries and a hali before
Francis Bacon wrote, there lived a monk
who attempted to achieve in science
exactly what was achieved in the six-
teenth century. but who failed becausa
the mental soil of his age was not pre.
pared for his opinions. He was an in-
novator, but an untimely one, and public
opinion scarcely noticel him at first, for
it understood not hig language. Fe
would abuse its lack of comprehension,
and loudly assert his views a8 the only
correct ones, and public opinion there.
upon turned on the outspoken Francis.
can, and persecated him 48 a babbler
that knew not whereof he spoke. There-
fore it is that, though deeply learned in
the sciences, Roger Bacon made little or
no impress on his age. In nearly every

sermon dwelt on the beautiful
custom, observed all over the Ca-|
tholic world at that instant, of:

point of his method, the monk has anlici-
paled lhe chancellor’’ The italics are
mine. On this thesis of anticipation

Brother Arazias proceeds to show, by
parallel passases from the works of the
two writers, that the oblizations which
Lord Bacon owed to Friar Bacon were
indeed great. Dr. Richard Malcolm
Jotington takes the same view in his de-
lightfal essay, “A Martyr to S-ience,”
fiest published in The Catholic World and
now incorporated in the second series of
“Studies, Lierary and Syial”  De.
Johng'on gavs: “Roger Bunn was the
first to maiviainif not i the same words,
In precisely the sane spirit as his illus-
trious successor and namesake, that in-
tead of m.an having heen made for phi-
Iasophy, philosophy was mde for man.
Pailosophy. indved, had come down from
heaven, but not for the purpnse of being
ensiirined ternples before whose altars
mankind mst bow in g foration as to a
Goal. Baiit was a gift from heaven to
man to he accepled with thankfulness,
aul to he nsed, 105 00ly aug a means of
aitining ne.ven after this mortal being
shall bs eunlel, but of increasing the
coaveniences anl pleasares, and alle-
viating the basdeas and sufl:rings, of
this lower life—. boou, in flue, to be
male available in every sphera of man's
endeavors and hopes for the attainment
of zooi, spiritnal and temporal. None
but a sublime genins, and brave to au-
dacity, could 8o have oppased himself to
the most ancient, univorsal, deeply-set
prejudices o' tre world, His courage
was the more magnificent beecause he
wus 100 wise not to foresee the martyre
dom whicu was 10-come, the sorest
elements of which was the foreknowledge
that it was to come fromn his own breth-
ren. * * % 1t was when he had be-
gnn with experimental philosophy thak
he began to speak with bolduess against
unquestioninz sabjection to the anttiori-
ty of antiguity in ptiysics, *We are the
ancients.” No s.ying of Lord Baison has
been more bighly laudad twan this, Yet
Roger Bacon said the same or its equi-
valent three hundrsd years before Fran-
cis Bacon was born.”

The late Dr. Holmes, of the Univers-
ity of Virginia, whose death, as [ have
remarked, was chronicied daring the
pressent month, pursued the inieresting
question of Lori Buacon's obligations to
Friar Bacon in a very exhausiive essay.
It was published anonymo.asly, and
when read somse years ago led the writer
to maks inquiries as to its authorship,
Dr. Holmes makes sad havoe with the
ignorant theory advanced by many
rhetorical writers an| speakers that
Lord Bacou is the tather of inductive
or experimental philosophy. In the
language of another than Dr, Holmos,
“we must dismiss from our minds thag
common and most erroneo 18 imagination
that Bacon was an inventor or g dis-
coverer in auny specilic branch of
knowledge.” Dr. Holmeg does show, and
most concingively, that if Count Joseph
De Maistre, “justly regarded as one of
the great names which alorn the earlier
part of the current century,” had “‘known
or suspected that Lord Bacon was
acquainted with the writings of his cele-
brated namesake * * ¥ he might have
imparted to his censure even greater
severity, anl with a more scrupulous
observance of justice, and he might have
fixed Lis fangs in the fesh, where hig
venom was certain to mingle with the
blood.” This reference to De Maistre is
confined to his “Examen de la Philoso.
phie de Bacon.”

Dr. Holmes, if he had g
else, has rendered iuvaly
to hiqtorical and critical science, which,
in this special Case, ought to keep his
memory green among the seekery after
trati. It woy)y indeed be a delightful
task to recount the salient features of his
splfaudid array of cumulative argumen-
tation in the discussion of Lord Bacon
and Friar Bacon, bat such reproduction
Is quite beyond the space given to the
editor of this department of Tiz Cuuren
NEWS. The conclusions of Dr. Holmes
are these: “The services of Lord Bacon
inadvancing,illuminating, and especially
In popularizing scientific studies are
immenge. Tuey are more brilliant than
Roger Bacon’s, and they were rendered
in a most propitious time; but they were
not equal to them, nor could they have
been achieved, unless he had gone
before to lighten the way with his toreh.
The light and the guide are both unack-
knowledged by him whom they illamin.

ated. Yet justice will yet be done to
the fame of Roger Bacon, and his star
will pale the fires of his rival and

one nothing -
able gervice

namesake,”



