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J. M. COURTNEY, Deputy Minister of Fisame.

BUSINESS INSTINCT.

When the "street" says of a man, "He bas
a long head for business," it credits him
with an instinct for discovering a profitable
investnent or securing a bargain. An illus-
tration of this "long head " was given by the
late Judge Pratt, of Oregon, at the beginning
of his business career. Mr. Bancroft relates
the anecdote in his "Chronicles of the
Builders."

During a trip from Portland to San Fran-
cisco Mr. Pratt and Captain Crosby, the com-
mander of the vessel, conversed about the
probable price of lumber in San Francisco.
Pratt thought the vessel's cargo would bring
at least twenty-five dollars a thousand feet.

" I wlsh you would guarantee me that
figure," said the captain.

" Well," rejoined Pratt, "there is no reason
why I should guarantee you any sum, but it
seems to me that lumber ought to bring that
price there," and he gave his reasons.

" Will you buy my cargo, laid down at San
Francisco, at twenty dollars a thousand?"
asked the captain.

"I will;" and a contract was at once
drawn up and signed by both parties.
- As -the -vessel entered- the harboa of San
Francisco she was boarded by a puiphasing
agent of the United States Governme»t, who
offered two hundred and fifty dollar# à thou.
sand for the cargo. The offer was declined;
the vessel went up to the city, where the
lumber was sold for four hundred dollars a
thousand. Mr. Pratt cleared ten thousand
dollars by his venture.

TWO CAN BE SMART.

"Do you keep corn meal?" inqujred the
man with the basket on his arm. •

" No, sir," said the grocer. "We sell it.
How much do you want ?"

"Did I say I wanted any ?" mildly asked
the man with the basket.

And he went ont and hunted up another
grocery store where the salesmen were not
quite so emart.

-Sixty.four mining companies in the
United States have declared dividends of
nearly five million dollars since January 1, or
an average of 876,591 each in four monthe, or
about $19,150 profit each per month. There
are, however, many mining companies, accord-
ing to an American financial journal, exipting
on the assessments of stockholdeis,~ndü others
that are unable to declare dividende because
the profits are absorbed in paying large
salaries to officers.

1495

The number of sudden deaths which occur
every year as a consequence of running to rail-
way trains and ferry boats is not inoonsider-
able. The victime are mostly persons, middle-
aged or older, who, without knowing it, have
some disease of the heart.

This kind of over-exertion, however, does
less harm than the common habit of being
oontinually in a hurry. A habit which keeps
the nervous system at a -perpetual tension
leads to excessive vital waste, undue suscepti-
bility to disease, and in extreme cases to nerv-
ons exhaustion. Under its influence persons
naturally amiable are transformed into petu-
lant and noisy scolds..

The man of business suffers in much the
same manner. The hurried breakfast and the
hurried skimming of the morning paper are
but the beginning of a hurried day. Yet it
is unsafe for him to act in a hurry, or in the
spirit generated by it. The uncertainties of
hie calling make entire self -control of prime
importance... . ....

Occasional hurry is hardly to be avoided,
society being what it is; but the habit of hurry
should be guarded against as one of the surest
promoters of ill-temper and ill-health.

If necessary, less work should be done; but
in many cases nothing is needed but a wiser
economy of time. Some of the worst victime
of hurry are men who dally with their work
until time presses them, and then crowd them-
selves into a fever, pitying themselves mean-
while because they are so eadly driven.-
Youth's Companion.
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