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ev e, ear, nose o1. throat disease \vhich to a greater or less extent

clebars theni from the advantages of a modern education, and
xvliich, secondarily, induce the varions fornis of " fatigtie " and
bodily disease to appear, which nust play an important i-oie in
hanclicapping the physical, mental and moral clevelopment of the
child. While fully prepared to admit the importance of other
clisabilities, the writer fully believes thiat aside fromn mental in-
capacity there is nothing so essential to the acqluiremnent ot an
education as good eyes andi ears, and \vitbouit them the pathway
to an education miust be thornv, indeed.

The pity of it i's that practically ail of such conditio-,, and
mnany more too numierous to mention, coulci be cared for or
cured if (letecte(l early in life by the annual systernatie examina-
tion of ail scitool chldren's eves and ears ; and of the varions
mnethods that have been essayed from time to tii-e to accomplish
this purpose, the simple exammnation by sehool teachers is the
only one that has been even reasonably successful, and is surely
the only one that contains sanguine prospects of beconiing uni-
versaily a(lopte(l. Sncbi examninations would lie muacle if' onlly
ail health andi educational authorities, aroused to the importance
of the situation, would issue their separate orders that sncb
exammnations iuîist be made; !the pity of it is, they do not do it.
The writer fnrtber feels that snch examinations can neyer reach
their highest usefulness unless perfornied wvith methodical regu-
larity every year. The sporadic care of this chilci and that child
does not suffice; the general and kindly observation of chilcîren
by even willing anci intelligent teachers, wvith occasional advice
to students and parents that medical advice be sought. is 'lot
enoughi, for generally no attention is paici to sncb unofficial sug-
gestions, certainlv not as miuch as wvould be paici to a formai.

printe(l notification of the chuld's imperfect physical condition,
andi besicles this, mnany important and serions diseases may exist
%vitbout exciting the observation of the average teacher. The
examnination of these organs of special sense by physicians is no
noveity. and bas l)een accomplishiec many times for the purp)ose
of gathering statistics and doing good. The emiployment of
physicians for tbis wvork, 1bowNe\er, bas been wvell proven to be
practically impossible, as it involved too great an annual expense,
and almost invariably procluces so miucb professional jealousy
and friction as to place an efficient quietuis uipon any future inves-
tigations. For the purpose. therefore, of overcoming these two
objections, and yet of accompbisbing the end iii viewv. the wvriter
proposed, iii February, 1,895, that sncbi examinations sbould be


