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"~ CONSTANCIA DE GONSALVO;
OR,
THE TRUE HEIRESS.

A TALE OF SPAIN.

(From tke N. Y. Metropolitan Record.)

The weatber was as sullen and scowling as T,
suftering from a thin pair of trousers and the
bardest trotting brute a man ever bestrode,
speedily became ; and to this I attributed the
sense of dismal apprebeosion which, for no de-
fipite or -tangible reason, derkeged over me as
we approached, towards three 1 the afterncon,
the dwelling of Juan Alvarez. Not a sovl was
to be seen in or about the bruse and grounds till
the rattling cortege lalted and drew up before
the outer gate, when Pedro’s wonder- wideoed
mouth and eyes preeted us from a lower window.
No ceremony was used. Seoora de Calderon
and the general quickly alighted from the car—
riage, and, preceded by an officer and a couple
of privates, entered the house. I remained, mith
the bulk ot the soidiers, just outside the door 3
asd a very few moments passed before a loud,

. exnirant, yet agitated scream prochimed to me
that the Lady Inez had fouund aud recognized a
a niece 1n the breathing, glowing mearpation of
the picture I had seen at Madrid. It was not
lonp before I was sent for, and found the be
wildered, blushing. weeping, balf terrfied girl
eptwined in ber aunt’s arms, who was perusing
Luisa’s handsome features with an intepsily of
love and gnet that spoke eloquently for the
tenacity of aflection she had cherished for the
memory of her long siace Jeceased sister.—
“Pedro had been cavght, snd was brought 1 at
the same time ; and he explained the cause of
the ahsence of Katertna, and conjecturally that
of Jusn Alvarez, Kateriva, babited as Luisa
Alvarez had set out about two hours previonsly
for the convent, and Juan Alvarez had followed
by the rame road about one bour afterwards, ac-

" companied by the Senor de Gnosalso. The
two servants Pedro had oot seen sll day. Sa
perfectiy satisfed was the lady that she held her
tree niece n her arms, that the merely smuled
good bumoredly when Pedro, whum the sudden
appantion of so many fierce looking s ldiers hau
a0 terribly scared, blurted out that Katerina—he
meant Dona Constancia de {Gonsalvo—w1s pone
to be married to Senor Alfonso Manvel!® As
it was, however, of the first importance tbat
Jusn Alrarez and his confederate sbould be
captured without delay, Lieutenant Davila was
ordered off with a party of the lancers for that
purpore, accompanied and guided by myseif and
Pedro; Senora de Calderon, Luisa, the general,
apd remainder of 1he troop, setting off forthwitk,
as evening was fast approaching, on the road to
Serills. _

Half an bour's smart trot brought us fo a fura
in the rout, from which the east hank of the
Guadalquiver and the road along it could be seen
for a consmderable distance. 'This was the way
Katerma was to come ; and we moved on more
slewly and cautiously, keepwng zs much as pesst
ble within tbe shadow of the wond on our lett.
Presently, one of the men who rode with Pedro
in advance, reined up, and pon‘ed with his lance
to the figures of two men on horseback, partislly
disclosed through the openings 10 tife trees be
hind which they stood, intently watching, it was
_mamfest, the path slong the river from the con-
vent. They were Juan Alvarez und Senor de
Gonsalvo ; there could be no doubt about that ;
but as they appeared well mounted, the heuten-
ant,atead of dashing forward info rjbe open
space which intervened between us and them,
resolved upon the safer plan of moking a con
sidersble eircuit, and coming upon them unawares
from the rear. This movement occupied perhaps
fen miautes; but almost immediately on our
coming again 1n sight of the two horsemen, they
started off at a gallop towards the river bank,
Just about there bigh, roclfy, and steep, We
also spurred quckly but quietly on, the soft furf
-deadrning the sound of the horses’ hoofs, and
permitting us, unfortunately, asit proved, to pear
them upobserved. We were quickly aware of

. the- motive of this sudden movement. Katerina,
habited io the dress—a peculier one as to make
and color—usually worn by Luws, bed reached
a part of the bigh rocky bapk, within, T judged,

- about fifty yards of the ordicary landing-place,
and was waving a handkerchief and makiog eager
gestures river ward, Alvarer and Gonsalvo
vehemently shouting to . her the while. They
had approached within a short distance, when an
answering cry was heard from the niver, and.
Katering, with ber back to the pursuers, began

- to descend slowly the bank on the other side.—

.- -Another minute or two and sbe must have been
pafe o the boat whicb bad a_rriv‘ed. .80 Oppor-

, tuely ; and the certainty that she .would %e so,
‘no doubt, détermmed Senor Gonsnlvo to prevent
her escape by any crime and ot ail bazards.—
Sharply reming up, and snatching a long cavalry

pistol from his holstar, hie, with at least the tacit

mght easily have strurk his arm up had he so
willed, levelled a pistol, fired — the explosion, and
a piteous scream from the unfortunate girl as
she toppled over the crag inte the river, ming-
ling with tbe fierce execrations of myself and the
greater part of the soldiers with whom I rode,
who were by this time clnse upon them. They
turned, panic siricken at the sound, and although
taken at such disadvantage, made a desperate
effort to escape. A sergeant and three men
were briefly bidden to ascertain the young
woman’s fate, whom T should have accompanied
but for 2 forbiddmg gesture of the heutenant’s ;
and we started 10 headlorg chase.

At the distance of about four miles from the
scene of the frghtful tragedy we had so unex-
pectedly witnessed~—Tor no one who saw the shot
had the shigbtest doubt that the girl was killed—
we came up with and captured the two roffias,
who were immediately bound and placed apart.
Perempiory orders were piver neither 1o speak
to nor apswer any questions lthat might be put
by them ; and Lieutenact Davilla, wag about to
give the word advance, whem I rather angnly
intimated, that as there could be no further pre-
tence for detaming me, I must be set al hberty
forthmith, This was at once aod decisisely re-
fused ; the gepersl, either from forgetfulness or
destzn, had given no order for my hheration, and
I must therefore proceed oo to Sevilia, or, at all
events. il we overlook the general, ¢ The dewl
take Sevilla and the general into the bargain /’
I burst out in great wrath. DBut T might have
spared my breath: the words, ¢ Alert ! —for-
ward I* were quickly given; the bugle sounded,
and away ] was pamnfully borne with the rest,
bitterly lamenting that I had ever permitted my-
self to be mxed up in so uafortusate, so disas-
trous an affair, :

We reacherl Sevilla on the third day of that
detestable journey, from the eff cts of which 1
did not therougily recover for a fortnight. The
Captain  General whom we found there was
pleased to express a polite regret tor the unplea-
sapt duress [ had been suhject to, excusing i,
bowever, on the plea of necessity; pleasantly
addiog, that 1o the interest of justice it was ne-
cessary that I should rema for some time longer
under the survellance of Li-utenant Darila,
who would freat me with every eivility and con
sideration consistent with not permitling wne, on
any prelence, to communicate, even by letter,
with a living soul, This conl insolence was really
unbearatle, aud T flamed awayp at a great rate
tilt I was qut of breath—to all which the sole
reply vonchsafed was. that the iostant the trial of
Alvarez and his confederate for 1he murder of
the yonng woman by the Guadalquiver, for which
my evidence was requred, had concluded, I
should be set at liberty | The sergeant of lsn.
cers and bis men—Lieutensnt Dawila bad -
formed me, previous to this interview— were ar-
rived, and had reported that the aseassia’s bullet
had pierced the brain of the unfortunate giel, and
that death had copsequently been nstantaneous.
Tt was not me alone that the high and mighty
Captain-General treated n this infamous manner.
Benor Manuel — the lieuteaant, two or three
Jdavs suhsequently, snformed me—hasing arrived
in Sevilla in ohedience to the General's sum-
mops, bringing with him some letters that were
wanted, was arrested the moment he entered the
city, and, to lus infinite, surprise and ind-gnation,
nlaced in solitary confinement, which he was ren-
dering ineessantly vocal by sjaculations to all the
saints i the calendar—San Jago,'n part'l!_u'ar—
touching the estounding treatment to which he,
a lopal and wealthy Spaniard, was so mncompre-
bensibly exposed.

His expostulations, lke my own, were only
aughed at, and we both perforce waited for such
explanation as time might bring of the extraor-
dinary treatment to which we were condemned,
It was not long kefore I pretty well guesced (be
motives of all this precautionary nigor. Neather
of the prisoners, I heurd frorm the lteulenant,
who was tolerably communieative 1n some re.
spects, had made any revelation beyond a decla-
ration by Alvarez that the fatal shot was fired
without bis consent, and appealing with well.
simulated pathos to all men whn were .falhers on
the impoembility of the crime with which he was
charged. The examining judge had rhen been
careful to conceal from him as yet that 1t was
Katerina, not Luwsa, he bad been sccessory lo
the destruction of, reserviog, that, 1 concluded,
for a sudden blow at a later and more suitable
part of the process; and it was 1 order, no
daubt, that 1be effect of the announcement, which
1 very, well understood. might elicit an involun-
tary confession-of great importance for the de-

Calderon’s niece, should not be marred in con-

ledge, that' L aad others -likely to speak of the
change of ,dress . and persons oo !.hat un-.
happy ‘afterncon, bad been temporarily secured
and silepced; and yet there was, T felf, but
elight necessity for such extreme caution. There
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consent of Alvarez, who rode by his side, and

termioation of the legal claims of the Senor-de-

gequence of its prematurely commg to his know-

was on my mind pot the femntest doubl that
whepever or however {be terrible annovscement
made to the micerable man, that he had io very
truth been an accomplice, 1nore or 'ess active
and consepting.in the murder of his owa daughter
—of that Katerina whom it was so easy to see
he loved with such entire and passionate affec-
tion—the tempest of remorse and sgony by
which be wauld be convulsed and torn must rend
asunder all disguises, sweep away all deceits,
however, cunningly contrived : and that espe-
cially the man by whose hand Katerins had ac-
tually fallen, would be instantly denounced, and
the fraud with regard to T.nisa, by which the as-
sassio’s family. if not himselt, might thereafter
profit, would be exposed wib vengeful prompt-
ness. e

This, however, was clearly not the opinion of
Lady Tnez and her counsellors ; and it was soon,
mereover, quite plain to me, that the object of
the nvestigation going forward was, but in a very

nferior degree, the conviction and punishment
of Kalerioa’s murderers, even as regards the
officials, igh and low, of the Sevilla Chancel-
laria. The chief aim manifestly was to obtain

judicial proof that Lwisa was the legitimate
Gonsalvn heiress, and this purpose was, [ must

ray, worked out with equal skill, audacity, and
perseverance. They examined me very slightly
wilh respect to the hooting by the Guadelquiver

but with elaborate minutensrs as to the conver-
salions [ had with Alvareg relative to the Senor
de Gonsalvo, with a view, it seemed, to show
the animus of the Confederates. Jose Perez
was brought from Madrid for the same purpos>,
and deposed to the conversation on the Puerta
de] Sol, already given.

At last T was informed that most of the pre-
limrary forms baving been gone through, the
tria} of the presoners wa= ahnut really to com
mence, and that myself and snd other witnesses
would be present 1o hear our evideuce read over,
that it might be confitmed in the nresence of the
sccused, I do not know whether this 1s the
o~dwary mode of judicisl procedure in Spzin,
snd T am the mere inclined to doubt that it s,
from what subsequently occurred, leading to a
suspicinn that the chiefls nf the Chapcellaria hai
been indured, in order to gratify a lady possessed
of great influesce ar bead quarters,to vary some.
what the mode of trial,

Tue Hall of Justice at Sevilla is, or was, a
large beavily-fitted place, impressn.g ome with a
srlemoity and awe that hardly required to he
mcreased by the grave and imposing costume of
the prmeipal officialy, and the black velvet hang.
ings and olber mourning paranhernalia, set up in
memory of the lnte Kmg Ferdnand. There
was po public, properly so*called, only about
twenty or thirty persens bemde the witnesses,
apd all, Tobserved, admtted by especial favor;
amongst whom Lady Inez de” Calderon and the
Captiin General weare conspicuously plarvel.—
Myself, Jose Perez and Pedro—who whispered
that he also kad been imprisoned from the mo-
ment of bis errival in this 1wcomprehensihle city,
who or what for he could not even guess—sal
together, and were presently cautioned by a hlack
browed alguazil, who had just befnre been beck-
oned to by the presidiog juige, not ta speak one
word except 5o answer 1o such questions as he,
the president might himself put to us; the said
alguazi] taking bis seat in our mést for tbe pur—~
pose, [ presumed, of enforeing, If necessary, the
command of which he was the hearer. By and
by, my coat collar was se1zed from hehind and
shuken violeotly, a proceedng but confusedly in-
terpreted by 1he hardly recopnisable tones of
Senor Mapuel® roice—so fear soppressed, yet
fierce, aogry and wdignant were they : ¢ Ha, hz!
I say, Senor lnglese, John Browa, Englishman’
—these three words compriséd my friend’s entire
stock of English, and were not brought into re-
guisition except when le was extremely angry
and inclined 10 be /myertinent—* you are m the
hole vourself, are you! [ am glad of it with all
wy heart; and, I say, my friend, you may take
that account for the journey to Madrd to those
who showed you the picture, for, by San Jage

¢ Silence, silence! That way, sir I’ called out
ouc alguazil friend, at the same. lime pushing
Senor Manuel with soms violence in 1he direc—
tion indicated by bis staff aimed fist. The puor
sennr, whose fice was purple:with" rage end per-

“plexity, did a3 he was orderpd ;°and” I obserred

bim a few mioulesafter -seated; nearly opposite,

and every now anod then indulging 10 a: psntomi-|

mic demoostration, which, except. in its expres—
uaintelligible to me. ’,\ A ]

The prisoners were at'le 'gtﬁ_‘!;‘l_:dught, 1D sepa-
rately, and placed at a buze‘covered 1ailing,
and- the ‘questioning process by ‘the president
commenced after the réading of * (he depositions,

| sion of fury and béwmlderment, was altogether | - )
e _ouel, detailiog the scheme arranged - with Luisa
-for. a chonge ot dresses—was handed across-the

during which the witnesses stood erect, and once
‘| more declared, with the right arm- raised: and

pointirg upivards, that we had spoken:the truth
83 in the presence of God aud his saints,
Antonio de Gonsalvo was the first interrogated.
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He apswered in substance, that the pistol had
gone off unintentionally ; that he had merely
meant to frighten the girl ; and no ane could
more lament the fatal resu't than ke did. ¢ Had
it, indeed, been the young person known as Ka-
terina, who was repofted to be the heiress of the
Gonsalvo property’ —e——

He was stopped by au exclamation of rage
from Senor Manuel, which brought wpon that
witness an instant sentence of removal to & dis-
taot part of the salz, with the iohimation, that 1f
he presumed again to offer the slightest comment
uson what was said, he would be immediately
sent to prison.

¢Had 1t been,’ resumed the prisoner, ¢ the
young person known as Kateria, wao, it was
nsserted, had claims, whether 1ll or well-founded
was another matter, to the G-nsaivo estates and
honors, (berz might have been some color for the
henous but utterly unfounded crime; but under
the actual circumstances, one whatever existed.’
A meaning smile glanred, as the accused spoke,
towards the Lady loez aod the Captaio General
from the president judge, but no commentary o
words followed the coolly audacigus statement.

It was soon Juan Alvarez’s turn, and after
wuch inconsequent interrogatory, to which be
mainiy replied - exhibiting ail the while so af
fectation of intense priet—that whether the
pistol was diseharped by accident, as he believed,
or by design, he, Juan Alvarez, was eotirely in-
nocent thereof ; his sole purpose w galloping to-
wards his daughter (whose strange position an
action, in making signals to somebody on the
niver, he had, from accidentally passing that way,
beheld with astonisbment) being to inquire the
meaning of such coaduct—tbe real business of
the audencia commeaced.

¢ The time 18 at length arnved, Juan Alvarez
and Antonio de Gonsalve, said the presiding
magistrate with prave solemnity, ¢ when it was
necessery that | should inform you bath, that we
are aware of @ circumstapce which entirely de-
stroys the very slight plansibility of your state-
ments, You, Alvarez. attempred to substitute
your own child for the one placed 1o your charge’
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¢ Ay, now, that 1s 2 natural movement and ex-
pressicn,  This cheat Antonio de Gonsalvo dis-
covered, taxed you with, and finding further de-
ceplion vawn so far as he was concerned, you
azreed with him to confine Luisa 10 some remote
place, by virtue of yaur usorped authorify of
father ; or—and this, from what subsequeatly
passed, has.a more horrible likelibood — you
finally, perhaps reluctantly, consented 1o a darker
purpnse’—— :

¢ Never, never ! T awear by the holy saicts
exclaimed Alvarez, whose feztures, hke those of
De Gonsalvo, were cbanging to the hue of ashes-
 Never, I swear £

¢ Lusten, unhappy man. I have anotber and
much more terrible reveiation to make; she
whom you met, at whose life your confederate in
crime levelled his murderous pistol—with your
consent, I can hardly doubt —wae in very truth
your own child, Katerina, who” ——

A wild frenzied cry from Alvarez ioterrupted
the magistrate. DBut for the flashing eyes, from
which hightoing had seemed to leap as the pre-
sident’s words {ell in thunder upon his braw, one
might hiave thought the wretched man bad been
suddenly chaoped to stope, so white, rigid, mo
tionless, were his aspect and posture. T glanced
towards De Gonsalvo. He also was stroogly
agitated, but io a mueh less degree ol course,
and was wiping his claminy forebead with a haod«
kerchiel. At last he said, after three or four
¢florts which bad died upon his parcbed and
twitching ips: ¢ Itis a irick, Juan—a trick, be
assured.” Alvarez heard bhim, turned slowly
rouad, and ficed s burping eyes for a fes mo-
ments upon De Gansalvo’s face, then closed
them, acd pressed the palms of his hands forcthly
over the lids, as if 1o calm bimself, and rally s
bewildered faculiies by the extrusion of exferior
ohjects, ¢ You know your daughbter’s writing 7°
sad the president, afrer a leugthened and un-

_broken silesce. De Gonsalvo, [ should state,

bad been removed i obedience to a sign from
the judge.

The question wasrepeated three times without
eliciting an answer. At last an attendant algus-
z | shook the prisoner roughly by "the arm, acd
repeated 1t in a barsh, menacing togze. ¢ Yes—
yes” Alvarez slowly said; ¢ I do.? :

*Then read this letter, and’ convince youreelf
of the truth of what yoo have just heard’

A letter—one from Katerina to Alfonso Mi~

court, and placed m the accused’s bands,: He-

glanced at the lies, ‘shuddered, - (he' paper
‘droppec from bis nerveless grasp to the‘floor,
-and be said, famtly : ¢ I know the character.—
It i3 Ka

‘hers,. Read it for me; my
eyes dazzle.? o
His request was complied with, During the

reading, it would bave seemed, from the long-
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drawp agomsing groan which accompanied it,
that a sword was possing slowly through the
body of the writhing wretched map, whose head
had sunk down upon the railing 1n his front.—
There was another long oppressive pause ter-
minated by the president saying : ¢ I will remove
any doubt that may yet hioger in your mind. Tf
the project mentioned 1n the letter had not beem
persisted i, you would have met Luisa, as you

believed you did, instead of Katerina. Let the
former lady be brought in,” he added with a sigm
to an attendant, ‘and confronted with the pri-
sorer. Now, Juaun Alvarez, look up, and dis-
believe If you can the evidence of your owm
senses.’

As the president’s voice ceased, and amidst &
breathless shillness, the prisoner’s head was gra-
dually raised and directed towards that part of
the hall where the swinging of a duor and the
shullng of feet announced the entrance ot the
new comer. A recewal, but much wesker, of
the terrible ery which the first intimation of the
truth had wrung from Alvarez, prorhimed hig
recogrition of the supposediy slan Lvisa. It
was followed by a convulsive but vam eflart at
articulate speechb, and the next moment he had
fallen ncross the railing without sense or mation.

The sitting of the tribupal was immediately
suspended and the priconer removed, and a buze
of excitement pervaded the auditory for perhaps
half an hour, when the president resumed hig
seat, and 1he murmuring hum of voices subsided
once more in'o prolound silence, tn hear 2 com.-
munication read by one of the officers who bad
gone nut with the accused. Juan Awarez, it
was formally stated, bad volunteered, the instant
he was restored to consciousness, to ke a full
confession upon all matters cornected with the
present mquiry. Antonio de Gonsalva had dise
cavered the fesud with respect to Dona Conatan-
cia, and a scheme bad finally been matured for
the disposal of that young Jady, who was tn have
been taken and kent out of the country by her
reputed father. TFor doing 80, Alvarez was to
have received a very large reward, with whie
he said, he believed the Senor Manue) coub
have been miduced to c-nseat to his ron’s mar
risge with Katerina—a union which he, the de-~
ponent, helieved to be necessary to her happi-
ness. The firing of the pistol had heen wilful,
malevnlent, the words used by the Gonaalvo, 8k
he drew the tiigger, having been: ¢ She ghall
not escape by ——, let the consequence be
what 1t may.’ ¢ As to tbe description of the
ehild’s nerann on the parchment, =hich it could
be seen had been written in a separate paragraph,
apart from the body of the writing as it were, ak
ulteration had been e¢ffvcred m the following man-
ner by ooe Pascn, a singularly skiitul caligraph-.
ist, residiog at Lagos, mn Algarve, Portugal ymw
He had carefully pumiced out the original words,
and written those descriptive of ICsterina over
them. Bat he, Pasco, had tuld deponent that, if
the super-writing were carefully removed, and g
moderate heat apphed to the parchment the oric
ginal words would distinetly reappear.’ Thu
was the substance of the confession j and it may
be as well fo state at once, that the experimen(
suggested was afterwards successtully perlormed,
and Luisa’ right to the name of Constansis
Teabella de Gonsalvo, and the solid appurten:
ances thereto belonging, establisbed heyond
question.

The agitation which followed the reading of
Alvarez’s confession was of an. allogether exul-
tant kind @ith nearly all the persons present, and
it eertamly could not be dened that the affair
had beew cleverly managed ; but with one, sod
more especislly poor Pedro, whose grief for the
fale.ol Katerina was bitter and vehement, the
feeling was a very dificrent one; so Inuch ao,
that when the Lady Inez—sweeping trivmphantly
past, accompanied by ber niece, who looked, I
was perfectly shocked to sece, radiaotly, proudiy
happy—requested me 1o call on ber the pext
day, that she might, 1 some degree, compeasate
me for the inconvenience to wrich 1 bad been
put, the choking emotion of anger I felt wonld, I
am pretty sure, have been expressed io very un-
wise words, but tlat the great lady was gone
before I could fashion the indignant rebuke
which trembled at my heart :ato articulate utter-
aoce. - ' '

" Senor Manuel’s morose peevishness. jumpsd
better with my irritated, bumor ; aod hearing
that, like myself and .ofhers, he was at Jast re-
leased from surverllance, I waited, with. »weehiig," :
heart broken Pedro, for him in an antersom, -
through warch he would ' tecessarily pass. Nor
bad we long to wait ; be came up very quickly, -
ins features still swollen . and spotted with angey -
dismay. - ‘ ) i

J Ha,_bn 1> be burst out agan the. 1stant. he -
caught sight of me— you, Zaglese, John Brown,
Englisbman /- .you have been ;shut: up; 'too,;f

‘bear 5 and by San Jago 1'1-am" glad “of *it; witk .

all my beart.’ . oo
¢ You are disposed to be ‘insolent; Senpr Mas -
nuel, I am not at all in the mnd . to brook it pa<

tientl). So ternble a catastrophe. should; on




