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 VOL. VE |
T DIARY.OF. 'HE: SIEGLE. :
- “i(From Cyrresnondeits'of London Journalsl) -

{ . '.]'ull‘):‘;.’..9-._—-.&-rncqnnoiscnnce' was ‘maie by the ca- |
* valry.an the 29th-beyond Baidar, to investigate the
probable'force of -the Russdans in-that ' quarter. - By
afl d¢counts the allies’ deceive themselves with re-

AR R Lot H e '
spect totile’ ‘Russjan’ forces in the Peninsula, they
being ngither so.numerqus,in men or artillery as :our

late commandenused:to suppose. . [The formation of
thiesouthern; portion-of tle.Crimea aflords in many
places great-advantages to those who remain mérely
on! the offensive, as our position on the heights of Se-
bastopal “and’the present position_of the Russians'jn
the “pass”of Mackenzie’s Farm.]. There. are two
p}i';‘fv;sggg'.leading from the plains of the. Tchernaya ta
1le steppes of the;Northern Crimea. Batk of these
-can bie held hy:a.small force-against ane -greatly.: its
superior, and unfortunatély. the Russians have been
beforehand withiug'in holding thém both. Another
pass is ‘spaken’ of by tlie “lartars, but it daes ‘nat
present sufBicient facilities for the  transport of -artil-
lery, and yet Iannibal brought elephants over. the
Alps. - Towards. the side of the town resting on the
Karabalnaia ravine, the Russians are endeavoring to.
_strengthen. it sufliciently with batteries in order to’
. prevent.a recurrence of the cowp de matn in that
quarter. - There is riow little doubt that if the attack
by General Airey had heen seconded by reinforce-
mients and simultaneously wilh the attack on tiie Re-
dan tlie result 'would have been successful; and as’
for the oft-repeated excuse that the Redan is untene’
able unless the ‘Malakoff is first taken,’ our engineers
seem to be undecided - on this paint, as there is o,
point from which -they can have a good view of the:
relative positions of one towards the otlier unless it
‘be [rom the narth side, and this land is at present iy
the power of the enemny. . . T
. July 30.—There has been « remarkable change in?
the state of the weather. ‘The moriing of: the 28thi
instant’ was. ushered in by violent showers, of' raim;
which 'soon converted thie ravines'into so inany. chant!
nels for scarcely passable’torrelits, " Heavy showely
hayeeontimiel) ‘to-fall at infervals_since,, and, the wa=.
ter reservoirs are. again filled,. The, springs -afforg?
an abundapt. supply, and the restricians, whicla,
few days.since were oblizéd to be-adopted on.account.
of the prevailing drought, have consequently been
vemoved. ‘The rain ceased on the "30th, and  to-
“wards night'theatinospliere exhibited a _considerable
amount of electrig‘: disturbance. "F'he lightning was.
incessant, bitt consisted chiefly of ¢ sheet lightning,™
and was not attended with thunder. T'he rain has.
been followed by the appearance of a few cases of
cholera among the regiments in front, The troops
generally are, howerer, enjoying good healthi, altho’
instances of fever and dysenteric disease are conti-
nuing to occur. . Since the sorlie of the 23rd inst.,
nothing of importance has occurred.. The casualties
continue much as before, not Leavy, although some
days unlucky, and on the night of the 28th the
‘Guards: had 25 ar 30 men killed and wounded. Ilut,
however unimportant, in a siege of ordinary duratiod,
would be'thie usital daily loss here experienced, in one
so prolonged ‘as that of Sebastopol it becomes a seri-
ous consideration, especially when (aken in conjunc-
- tion with the loss from disease. This, J am glad to
say, diminishes. -Cholera cases have became very
rare.  Fever and diarrha are what most prevail,
but not by any ineans to an alarming extent.  Tpon
the whole, the sanitary vondition of our army must
be deemed satjsfactory—[ar more so than many yre-
dicted that it 'would be at this season. It appears 1o
me that more might perhaps be done by others than
the medical department to sustait the health of the
taen. .. I liave - been told of instances in which suffi-
cient:Eftre is not taken to save them, as {ar as possi-
“ble; frgin - £xposure 1o the burning sun -and  chilling
}1§\ys,' Which' l,lfll‘.é\brbl_l_l_i_ce"a'll,cl_l ‘pernicious effects.—
Lhius. may, the diffdrence that exists in.the sick returus
of different regiments or batteries be parily account-
ed for. Uae liears of men. brought to Sunday pa-
vade in full-dressy and fainting.in the ranks from beat
and fdtigue.  T'his is'obviously not a season or aspot
forthe rigid eafrying out of “certain military prac-
Ingzgs:.\yili;gll,'gnl- oiher climates, may be "proper and
(!.elf!ra,lgl{g; __'Bpt_jp’ns, continue ’ﬁbuﬁ?&éitt, and of ‘excel-
lent quality. , . The.cleanliness.of ;the comp. is well at-
tended to.: The generally healthy. condition of the
iroops-has t doubtless: been. favored by :the weather,
which lately hhs:been wholesome, if ot ‘altogether
pleasanta T-rode’ {his‘morning througli-a ]j'a‘rf‘df_.Ll he
French camp, ‘veported to 'be asually not’ very fra:-
grant in its exhalations, and T-was' agreeably sur-
prised by the absence of evil odore.: Considering'the
quality of .the soil, it seems unaccountable thatour
nu_ll_;qi‘iilieéﬁ'dé.:sq- littlein’ the way of road-making.—
_()'p:g“fi‘yqlilgl imaging liey anticipate conlinual smamer,
or departire,beforé wiiter arrives. ' While the French
liave "inade "excellent roads;.in our camp. one sees

railway it will be useless within ‘a short time after:the
bad.season sets.in; .Jt is-a very convenient: summer.
construction, ‘but:the, ground on which it:restsiwill be.
converted into wud by ihe winter’s ‘wet.' .On’ the
morning nf the 30th, ‘it was observed from the right.
that’ $ome Russian warking parlies in" large bodies

A

were moving - toward the Bastion du Mat, .and notice
was sent of the observation.ta. the French authorities
on'the left. A tremendous fire was at once.opened:
by-dur-allies, and the bombardment was--kept up for;
twa bours, - ‘The Russians at first-replied: with -very-
gréat' vigor, but the - superiority of tlie‘Fyench fire
wag subsequently ' strongly, marked, dnd taward tlie
‘eonclusion the enémy’s guns were nearly, silent., :In,
&l’!le_ afterngon, the ; French sprung a , powerful.; ining,;
apparéntly near .the salient:angle of ithe: . Flagstaff:
‘Battery.. Lines of. earth-weré -projected into: the
air: to'a'great  height, and a‘dense ‘¢olan ‘of black
smoke:immediately followed' thie explasion. *

1+ Jiily 31.—Soan after 5 o’clock thismarning a most;
violent storm of wind and rain commenced, and con-
tinues.as T wrife., It will cause, I fear,. much dis-
comfort, i not actual -damage, in- the camp, orer;
which it rages with a combined fury :and "duration’
which I do not remember 1o have seen surpassed.—’
{The firing during the last few days has been far riore:
lively than for some time; this increased firing,
however, a defensive rather than an offensive charac-
ter. ‘The Russians, seeing our works daily approach
closer to theirs, are trying by their single.gun prac-

given to return:the-fire from our: batteries ' whenever
it becomes toqfq!inoyin,g. Once already this was tried -
' before, and it‘moderated someywhat the ardor of the ;
Russian gunners.. This is the second trial, which’ T

t | hape will be.’i;t_»;-,!géé successful,in tpsuring us a little:

respite, for, somehow or other, 1he less we fire -the:

| better.is 1he Russian: gun practice, and vice. versgi— | ai

But -no- firing of. the-Russinns, be’it good-or+bad,;
slight ‘or beary, isidble'to impede the ~ prgresstiof’
the 'works. * Tlie surface of the »’gfdg}iiﬂl'ih_'lhé’,‘ﬁ_x ohi
Yoliood of the Malakoff works and ihe Reédan o
;Iicesént_ing;etérﬁ.dax;..;h3mo'.ré,'.cbeﬁkersﬂ.;gppghgqup,;
It

balteries—a . perfect maze, : s/ that it  requires.a:
strongly developed organ of locality, ‘or else. many .
days of trerich duties, 10 find one’s way. The: pail-
way‘is perbiaps tlie best test of ‘the gigantic activity
whicl: is prevailing 5 numbers of mortars and large
quantities of amnupition come up daily by it, and
‘'vanish away again silently, to be replaced  next day
by. others. 1t .is .asif the trenches were an unia-
thomable abyss, such an incredible mass - of mortars,
guns, shells, and shot, do they seem to swallow up.
1 leard a few days ago from a French officer of
artillery, that Pelissier, being asked when offensive
siege operations would' be "again . resumed, said—
“ Well, 1 don’t know ; the Russians are losing every
day 300 or 400 meu by sickness. If we wait a’
week they will -have lost:n brigade, if we wait a
month they will have lost'a:¢drps darmée.”? - But, il
the Russians lose many mmen by sickness, they seem
to be carelul to replace them again. The French
hare not advanced apy further towards the.enceinte
of the Malakoff, but they have been busily occupied
in extending and deepening the approaches already
made.- The trenches are now sufficiently ‘wide for
the traops te stand four deep under cover from direct
fire.. The moon was full on.the 29thinstant, and the
rights hare been sufficiently clear for. working. par-
Aigs in front to be hnmediately perceived by:the ene-
my. A newly-placed gabion becomes at once: the
signal’ for a terrihe discharge of grape and- small
shells.  "The samne causes have acted in preventing
the sap fromn being extended toward the Redan.—
When they will be satiated, and when the word
“enougls’” will be said.seems as uncertain as Crimean
weather, T'he enemy has.executed a -counter-ap-
-proach, the object of which has been puzzling many
of our engineers. On the night of the 28th the
Russians were distinctly heard working, abont the
Xornilof' bastion, as it was supposed, by the French
in the advanced approaches on the Malakoff. WWhen
daylight.appeared, however, it was observed that a
deep trench had been cutin the glacis, at right an-
gles to the great ditch around the Malakoff.works.—
It was almost direcily opposite to the salient angle of
the Kornilof bastion, communicated with “the ditch
by.,an opening in the countersearp, passed ‘tlirough
the abattis, aud. was extended in a direction towards
the  medrest point of the. French approach. This

r.'['l_gssagq, whicli seeins-to be:very. deep, decreases- in
b

readth as it recedes.from the ditch. “'The earth has
been: thrown up ‘on either side, so as to form two pa-
rapets, -and the whole lias the appearance of one of
those covered passages known, inthe .language of
foriification, as a double’* caponniere.” But what
1hé. object of it is in.the present. instance is not very
apparent,. : Whether intended to .counteract.any, sup-
posed-. mining in that direction, . or 10 be used as z

were. tracks.; As for the much-vaunted Balaklara

passage for ‘sallying out ‘agrinst. the besiegers, 'is 'a

tice to annoy.uis. The orders have accordingly been:|.

5., one’ wass ; of tIrenches,. tiaférses, ; riflepits :'-_ﬁll_{M

lhq'_t',t'e:r of surmise. ‘Since the night of its first con-
striigtion it has been deepened, but n other respects
it'Temains, as tar as can he seen, in the same state in
‘\'i_lv_ilii‘.,ll_':..il' was when hrst observed, - .
.. August 2.—"The recent rains have brought a slight
vetyrn of cholern, The day before yesterday the
“72ud:buried 10 men, dead of that complaint, but the
72nd4s a recent arrival out here, and may therefore
‘belexpected to suffer more than others. "Asa pene-
.l_'ﬁg e, wet appears to bring cholera, and heat dysen-
o S A y f
teghsk At present there is little fever. .'The sanitary
“sfa'.@,-bf the French army is, so far as I can ascer-
tailly pretly satistactory ; there is some cholera, but
.notito a great extent, and it seems chielly consequent
-on.severe duly in the wet trenches. An officer came:
éFthat duty at 4 o’clock on yesterday morning, and
‘at.'8 he was a corpse. To-day, riding aldng the
‘Woronzoft' road, I' avertook a Irench battalion re-
Aiching from duty in‘the trenches—their. clothies, from
hegl 10 collar, and their muskets, smeared and be-
grymed: with mud. They marched briskly “encugh,
lut-one poor fellow, who hung in the rear, at last tell
iby: the. roadside, deadly sick~—tlie sweat literally
‘raining from his face. 'I'he Russian steamers conti-
nue to annoy cur allies in the night-time with grape.
‘The French are constructing batieries to command
the Russian fleet, and so to facilitate an attack on
ihe Malakoff, '
:'The following is the latest despatch from General
Simpson, Jated August 4th:—
My Lord—Thave the honor to acquaint your lord-
‘ship, that on the night of the 2nd instant, between ten
‘and eleven ‘o’clack, the enemy made a sartie, in con-
‘_s:i_(ler_-ab_lg force, by the Woronzoff road. The strength
of the enemy was cqlculnted to be about 2,000.—
T'heir abject was t.destroy a heavy iron chevauz de
rise across the \Moranzofl road, between the : right
attacks; being further supported by heavy
‘dplumns in’ the:rear, to:take advantage of such cir-
cimslances:as:might present themselves. N
= They camg on' with'loud. cheers and ' bugling, and
were received“ivith ‘great gallantry by our advanced
pieqét, upder, thel eomniand . of Lieutenant R, F.

R

—firing. ‘at the “same."time upor the enetay—1o the
main boily;: under the commaud- of. Captain Leckie,
39th regiment. - A heaty and well-directed fire-wss
opened upon the enemy by the party’ under” Captain
Leckie on the Woronzoff road, as also by the guards
of ' the trenches upon the right of the fourth'parallel,
under 'the :command of Captain Boyle, 89th regi-
ment, and Captain Turner, 1st .Rogals, which, in
about ten mmutes, caused-the enemy to retire {rom
an nttack ‘which, if it bad - not been so well met,
might have been a serious affair. The enemy left
four ' meri killed, and some hundreds - wounded, and
many were also carried away. We have one wman
stightly wounded in this affair. :
“+ T have the satisfaction of informing your lordship
of the retnrn to this army of Capiain Montague, of
the Royal Engineers, from being a prisoner of war.
He expresses himself grateful for the kindness with
which he was treated by the Russians during his cap-
tivity.. It is with great regret that I have-to com-
municate to your-lordship that- Lieutenant-Geueral
Sir R. England, G.C.B., has been compelled, upon
the recommendation of a medical board, to return to
England. Sir R. LEngland was the last general of-
ficer who left the Tnited Kingdom in command of a
division. Ile .had remained at bis post throughout
the heats.of Balgaria, and ilie severities and hard-
ships of the winter’s ‘campaizn in the Crimea, -and
areat creditis due (o this officer for the' constancy
and.untiring zeal he has exhibited in carrying out ar-
duous and difficult duties.—1 have, &c.,
' James Siipsox.

Casualties from July 201l to August 2nd, inclu-
sive —Total—T'welre rank aud file killed. One of-
ficer, three sergeants, eighty vank and file wounded.

'The following accaunt of the positions and “works
of the besirgers and besieged before Sebastopol, is
extracteéd from the Presse 'Orient,—The lines of
the allies, which daily encompass more and more the
fortificatios of the place, extend at present from the
entrance of (he Quarantine Bay to the extremity of
the harbor of Sebastopol, at:the mouth of the T'cher-
vaya.’ "T'he left attack, which is especially directed
by the French, begins at Fort' Genois, on' the sea
coast, and ends at the ravine of the English. There
are accumilated stupendous works, which are chiefly
cut out of the rock, and remarkable for their admi-
rable execution.” : ‘The- treaches, covered with bat-
Ateries, ran parallelwith -the fortifications : detending
the city of Sebastopol properly speakig, which rises
‘behind it, round a considerable Mamelon, separated
from the works of defence by a space ‘of ground, in-
Aersected with ravines, of more than.one league in
breadth., ‘This explajns why, after a fire repeatedly
opened by the besiegers with: exireme violence, no

Care;0f the 39ilrregiment, wlhio withidrew, his' men-

which hitherto served so efficiently as ramparts to
the besieged, consist of four principal forts or bas-
tions. - The Quarantine Fort, bdthed by -the sea,
communicates with the Quarantine Bastion by a cre-
nellated wall of more than half a kilometre-in lengiv.
Tn front of that wall stand several batreries -and re-
doubts, flanking each otlier, the principal of which
-are the Red Fort, the semi-cireular Black Batieries,
erected on rocks, to the right of Quarantine Bay. 10
the left and in front of the Quarantine Bastion. ['he
same bastion is connected with the Central Bastion
by a crenellated wall at the foot of which vunsih a
parallel line a deep ravine separafing it from the Co-
metery. ‘The Central Bastion does not commmniéate
with the Flagstaft' by any crenellated wall, nor by
any continued works. The deep and narrow ravine
between tliese two bastions is defended by a system
of batteries, the cross fire of which pratects the. er-
trance of the ravine, which is barely wide “enough tp
admit the passage abreast of six ‘or eight men. . Its
sides, mareover, are so stcep that it is_impossible 1o
seale them. 'The Flagstafl’ Bastion itself rests ou
the ravine of the Enalish. There, several batteries,
systematically planned, defend its right flank, and can
at the same time support the batteries of the Great
Redan, attacked by the English. It is. against this
vast sysiem of fortifications our left attack is directed.
ond we have erected there works truly gigantic, both
from the difficuities presented by the ground in which
we operated, and their extent, and wlich so closely
hem in the place that the distance separating “them
from the enemy’s lines varies from 50 to 120 yard«
at most. Fifty-six balteries are established in the
most advantageous positions offered hy these imnense
.works. They are all constructed with extreme care
and with remarkable solidity, particularly the battery
No.-28, which is most exposed to the cross-lire of
the left front of the Central Bastion, of the batteries
-of the crenellated wall, and the right front of th:
.Quarantine Bastion. It mounts tep 30 pounders and
-four 22 inch bowitzers. "The centre attack, confidesd
‘to the English, extends on thie right of our Jeft attack,
‘from thie ravine of the English {o' that of. Karabelpain’.
‘Their; paratiels develop themselves opposite the’ for-
tifications of .thé ‘Great Redan, which. protects the
quarters.of the sajlors.and the barracks of :the Arse-
nal. ‘In front of-us the Russians aré masters . of the
entire vast systei of*fortifications which ‘protect:tlic
southern part of Sebastopol. “That system, begin-
ning at the entrance of Careening Ravine,extendsta
that of Karabelnaia,” It consists, on ‘aur right, of a
semi-circular baftery, with the sea in its rear, on the
left declivity of Careening Ravine ; of two small bat-
teries established on the gable  ends of two white
houses, which sweep all the approaches of the ravines
and up fo the trenches; of another semi-circular
battery, with the sea in its rear, mounting 30 guns,
any flanked on both sides by a steam frigate. The
battery is connected with the right front of the Ma-
lakoff Tower, from which it is distant about 700
yards, by a series of small batteries, flanking each
other. At the foot of the angle of the right front aof
Malakoff are several rasant batteries, of which the
fire was so disastrous to us on the Tth and 18th of
June. ‘T'he means of defence of Malakolf itself havi:
heen of late considerably increased—a deep fosse
with a parapet, bebind which aré three rows of bat-
teries rising one above the other, constitutes the first
line of defence. Tn.lhe interior are place d'armes,
protected by bomb-proof ladgments, in which the
-rillemen-are posted. - These lodgments are curiously
constructed-—~some of them are in masonry, aod
‘covered with gabionnades ;' others are mere pits dug
in the ground and’ covered with enormous trunks of-
trees, placed one.over the other and capped with ga-
bions full of earth.—One can conceive the difficulty
even for large.projectiles to damage such lodgments.
Several covered ways lead from the places d'armes
to the second Redan, which is equally defended by 2
fosse and two tiers of guns. This secand Redan en-
closes the culminating point on which farmerly staod
the Malakofl ‘T'ower, af present a heap of ruins. But
the Russians have established above these ruinsa
battery of field-pieces, commanding all the places
d’armes and covered ways, into which it can pour,
grape, as was the case on the 18th of June. Such
‘were at that date the internal defences of Malakoff.
The enemy has not remained idle since then. [x-
teriorly, from the left front of Malakofl Bastion. ex-
tends a system of fortifications called the Little Fe-
.dan, which connects the Malakoff with. the Lunette,

-an imwmense work, dominating the Karabelnaia ravine,

-which suddenly. turns at the foot-of that fortificaties
and passes behind the great Redan, attacked by the.
English. " We are now laying a regular and metho-
dical siege to all that system of fortifications,, 'which
is. positively admitted to be: the real key of the south

.of Sebastopol.. . Our trenches, boyaux, and parallels
‘have already acquired an extraordinary development.

L:ouse or.edjfice has been damaged: in the place. "The Previous to the 6tb-of June, they did not_extend on
fortifications, scientifically erected:by the enemy, and ' our-right miore than 18 kilomelres. . They hate at



