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Armagh Rioters Ope Hundred Years
Ago—Lord Gostord’s Famous Ad-
dress to the Maglistrates and
the Resolutions Proposed
and Moved on the
28th Dee..1795.

As il happens that we publish this
week on the famous anniversary of the
Boyne, and as we have been giving our
readers  series of articles on the Act of
the Union, the Penal Code and all the
consequences that flowed from mis-
government in Ireland, we pause in our
chain of arguments, and dedicate the
space we had reserved for this subject to
an account of Orangeism in the north of
Ireland, at the end of the last century.
We give Lord Gosford’s speech and the
resolutions it led upto. We would like
if a few of the gentlamen who take a
periodical fit of anti-Catholic hatred on
this day would ponder over what fol-
lows:

In the beginning of the year 1795,
parties of contending rioters, denomin-
ated peep o'day boys, and defenders, dis-
turbed different parts of Ulster, by acts
of violence and outrage against each
other. Some say their animosities ori-
ginated from electioneering. To these
succeeded, in the summer of the same
year, & description of public disturbers,
calling themselves Orangemen, who now
made their appearance in the County of
Armagh. They formed themselves into
a society, in the bouse of one Sloan, with
the object, not 1o suffer a Gatholic to re-
main within the limits of their sphere of
action. They posted up on the doors of
the Catholichonses perempiory notices of
departure : specifying the precise time, a
week at the farthest, in the following
words :—*‘To hell or to Connanght withyou,
vy w bloody papists ; and if you ure not
gone by ’ (mentioning the day) * we will
come and destroy you-selves and your pro
perties: we all hate and curse the papists
here, and the old — that sils on the seven
hills of Rome, but preaches andleaches yyou
from the bollom of H——"

They generally were as good as their
words, The Catholics at first saved them-
selves by flight ; but those who received
notices at a Jater period, were able to take
some of their propertiesalong with them.
It im astonishing to think that such could
take place, when there were any men of
intelligence, honesty, or public epirit ;
and still the facts are indubitable : nay,
these enormities were conmived at, or
totally overlooked, until many thouands
of thie Catholics were thus driven from
that part of the country, and that it be-
came neceasery to find occupiers for the
lands they had been obliged to abandon.
Even the gentlemen of landed interest in
the conntrydid not exhibit,by any public
testimony, a disavowal of these horeid
atrocities, until the period of lettirg the
forsaken territory roused them from
their slumbers. They then discovered
to their amazement and dismay, thst,
among the few bidders who appeared,
not one was found to offer more, for any
lot, than about half what was paid for

- the same before by the Catholic tebant.,
Then indeed,and nos till then,did the ban-
ishment of the Catholics appear alarm-
.ing. Tt was seriously alarming to these

_gentleme'n, thus in » moment to lose

alf their incomes, through the ingrati-
tude of pampered scoundrels and hired
banditti, but until this fatal discovery
was made, the number of wretched poor,
proscribed and violently driven from
their homes, deprived of their cabins
and their all, was a circumatance un-
worthy of these gentlemens’ notice.

To counteract this calamity as much a8
~poasible, & numerous meeting of the
- -magistrates of the County of Armaﬁh
“was held at the special instance of the
-, governor, Lord Viscount Gosford, on the
+-88th day of December, 1795, To this
~r-agsemblage, on taking the chair as pre-
v+ gident, his lordship spoke a pointed ad-
"dress on the occasion; which, together
- with the proceedings, will be found in
“the Dublin Journalof the 5th of January,
~1796.. We.copy the address below.

The followng is Lord Gosford’s ad-
sidress to the magistrates of the County of
...Armagh, with the resolutions entered
«into,’ on the 28th of December, 1795 :—
ne-...'‘Gentlemen,—Having requested your
.attendance here this day, it becomes my
- duty to state the grounda wpon which {

I

thought it advisable to propose this
meeting, and at the same time to sub-
mit to yonr consideration a plan which
occurs to me as most likely to cheek the
enormities that have already brought
disgrace upon this county, and may
soon reduce it into deep distress.

“Ttis no secret that a persecution ac-
companied with all the circumstances of
ferocious cruelty, which have in all ages
distingunished tbat dreadful calamity is
now raging in this country. Neitheruge,
por sex, nor even acknowledged inno-
cence as to any guilt in the late dis-
turbances is sufficient to excite mercy,
much less to afford protection.

“The only crime which the wrelched
obiects of this ruthless persecution are
charged with, is a crime, indeed, of easy
proof—it is simply a profession of the
Roman Cathnlic Faith, or an intimate
connection with a person professing this
faith, A lawless banditt: nave consti-
tuted themselves judges of this new
species of delinquency, and the sentence
they have pronounced ie equally concizse
and terrible!—It is nothing less than a
confiscation of all property, and death
or immediate banishment. .

“It would be extremely painful and
surely uunnecessary to detail the horrors
that attend the execution of so rude and
tremendous a proscription—a proscrip-
tion that certainly exceeds in the com-
parative number of those it consigns to
rain and misery, every example that
ancient or modern history can supply ;
for where have we heard, or in what
story of human cruelties have we read
of more than half the inhabitants of a
populous country deprived at one blow
of the means as well as of the fruits of
their industry, and driven in the midst
of an inclement season, to seek a ahelter
forthemselves and their helpless families
where chance may guide them ?

“This. is no exaggerated picture of the
horrid scenes now acting in this country.
Yet surely it is suflicient to awaken sen-
timents of indignation and compassion
in the coldest bosoms. These horrors
are now acting with impunity. The
spirit of impartial justice (without which
law is no better than an instrument of
tyranny) has for a time disappeared in
this country, and the supineness of the
magistracy of Armagh is become a com-
mon topic of conversation in every cor-
per of the kingdom.

“ It is said in reply : the Catholics are
dangerous. They may be so. They
may be dangerous from their numbers,
and still more dangerous from the un-
bounded views they have been en-
couraged to entfertain; but I will venture
to assert, without fear df contradiction,
that these proceedings are not more con-
trary o humanity than they are to sound
policy.

“It is to be lamented, that no civil
magistrate happened to be present with
the military detachment on the night of
the 21st instant—but I trust the sud-
deness of the occasion, the unexpected
and instentaneous aggression on the part
of the delinquents will be universally
admitted as & full vindication of the con-
duct of the officer and the party acting
under his command, ‘

“ Gentlemen, I have the honor to hold
a situation in this country, which calls
upon me to deliver my sentiments, and
I do it withont fear and without dis-
guise,

“I am as true a Protestant as any
gentleman in this room. I inherit a
property which my family derived ander
8 Protestant title, and with the blessing
of God, I will maintain that title to the
utmost of my power. I will never con-
sent to make & sacrifice of Protestant
ascendency to Catholic claims, with
whatever menace they may be urged, or
however spaciously or invidiously sup-
ported.

“ Conscions of my sincerity in this
public declaration, which I do not make
unadvisedly, but as the result of mature
deliberation, I defy the paltry insinua-
tions that malice or party-spirit may
suggest.

“1 know my own heart, and I should
despise myself, if under any intimidation
I could close my eyes against such scenes
a8 present themselves on every side, or
mg ears against the complaints of a
robbed and persecuted people.

“] should be guilty of an unpardonable
injustice to the feelings of gentlemen here
present, were I to say more on this sab-
ject. I have now acquitted myself to
my conscience and my country, and I
take the liberty of proposing the fullow-
jng resolutions :—

1. That it appears to this meet'ng, -

that'the county of Armagh is at this

moment in & state of uncommeon dis-
order; that the Roman Catholic inhabi-
tants are most grievously oppressed by
lawless persons nnknown,—calling them-
selves Orangemen, who attack and
plunder their houses by night, and
threaten them with instant destruction,
unless they immediately abandon their
lands, goods and habitations.

2. That a committee of magistrates
be appointed to sit on Tuesdays and
Saturdays in, the chapter-room in the
town of Armagh, to receive information
against all persons of whatever discrip-
tion, who disturb the peace of this
county.

3. That the instruction of the whole
body of magistrates to their commit.ee
shall be to use every legal means within
their power to stop the persecution now
carrying on by an ungovernable mob,
against the Roman Catholic inhabitants
of this county,

4, That said committee or any three
of them be empowered to expend any
sum or sums of money, for information
or secret service out ot the fund sub
scribed Ly the gentlemen of this county.

5. That a meeting of the whole body
of the magistracy be held every second
Monday at the honse of Mr. Chas. Me-
Reynolds, in the town of Armagh to
hear the reports of the committee, and
to give such further instructions as the
exisgency of the cise may require.

That offenders of every description in
the present disturbances shall be prose:
cuted out of the fund subscribed by the
gentlemen of this county.” From the
Dublin Journal of January the 5th, 1796,
and copied in all the papers in Ireland.

Here is & pen and ink picture from
the Rev. Dr. Reid, Presbyterian Minis-
ter, at Moneysiand, County Down, Ire-
land. It will be found in Mitchell’s
writings :—

The usual Orange style is thus de-
scribed by one who knew the North of
Ireland well : “ In some districts of that
country, Protestants are the majority of
the people ; the old policy of the * govern-
ment’ has been to arim the Protestants
and disarm the Catholics. The niagis-
trates at all sessions are Orangemen or
high British loyalists. In thosedistricta,
therefore, Catholics lead the lives of
dogs—lie down in fear and rise up in
foreboding ; their worship is insulited, and
their very funerals are made an occasion
of riot. One of the July anniversaries
comes round—the days of Aughrim and
the Boyne; the pious Evangelicals must
celebrate those disastrous bnt hard
fought battles where William of Nassan,
with his army of French Huguenots,
Danes, and Dntchmen, overthrew the
power of Ireland, and made the noble
old Celtic race hewers of wood und draw-
ers of water even unto his day, Lodges
assemble at some centra! point, with
drums and fifes playing the ‘ Protestant
boys.! At the rendezvous are the Grand
Masters, with their sashes and aprons—a
beautiful show. Procession formed, they
walk in lodges, each with its banner of
orange and purple, and garlands of orange
lilies borne high on poles. Most have
arms, yeomanry-muskets or pistols, or
ancient sworde, whetted for the occasion.
They arrive at gome other town or vil-
lage, dine in the public-houses, drink the
¢ glorious, pious and immortal memory
of King William,” and  To Hell with the
Pope; re-form their procession afier
dinner, and then comes the time for
Protestant action. They march through
a Papiat townland ; at every house they
stop, and play ‘ Croppies lie down!” and
the ‘Boyne Water,” firing & few shots
over the house at the same time. The
doors are shut—the family in terror—the
father standing on the floor with knitted
brow and teeth clenched through the
nether lip, grasping a pitchfork, (for the
police long since found out and took
away hia gun.) Bitter memories of the
feuds of ages darken his soul. Outside,
with taunting music, and brutal jests
and langhter, stand in their ranks the
Protestant communicants. The old
grandmother can endure no longer; she
rashes out with gray hair streaming,
and kneels on the road before them, she
clasps her old thin hands, and curaes
them in the name of God and His Holy
Mother. Loud laughs are the answer,
and ashot or two over the house, or in
through the window. The old crone in
frantic exasperation takes up a stone and

NO OTHER Sarsaparilla com-

bines economy and strength like

HOOD'S. It is the only one of
which can truly be said ¢ 100 Doses $1.2

hurls it with feeble hand against the in-
sulting crew. There ; the first assanlt is
committed ; everything is lawful now,;
smash go the unglazed windows and
their frames; zealous Protestants rush
into the house raging; the man is shot
down at his own threshold ; the cabin is
wrecked ; and the procession, playing
¢ Croppies lie down I’ proceeds to another
Popish den. So the Reformation is vin-
dicated. The names of Ballyvariay and
Tullyorier will rise to the lips of many a
man who reads this description.”

This will suflice for one week.—EnrTor
Trur WITNESs.

The people quickly recognize merit,
and this is the reason the sales of Hood's
?arsapanlla are continually incrensing,
Try it.

MARRIED.
BoHrRER—Boxp.—At  St. Patrick’s
Church, on Jnne 28, 1898, by the Rev,
Father Quinlivan, Max Bohrer, son of
Prof. W. Bohrer, lu Amy Fiorence TLuey
Boud, daughter of W.P. J. Bond, bath of
this city. a0 2

- $2000

For a Parlor Set which cannet
be bought elsewhere less than
$30, and we give great facilities
to those that want to buy on in-
stalment. F. LAPOINTE, 155!
St. Catherine street. Note that
woe keep the largest stock of
Furniture in the City.

QUINN & DUGGAN,

Advocates, Solicitors and Attorneys.
OFFICES, TEMPLE BUILDINA,
185 ST. JAMES STREET, MONTREA L

M. J. F. QUINN, Q.C., Crown
Prosecutor.

E. J, DUGGAN, LI.R.

Q4693

JUDGE M. DOHERTY,

Consulting Counsel,
SAVINGS BANK CHAMBERS!

Montreanl.

. DOHERTY & SICOTTE,

{Formerly DORERTY & DOHERTY,)
Advocates : and : Barristers,
180 BT. JAMRES STREET,
ity nnd Distriet Bank Ruilding

M - Emmanuel - Ghampignauile

PARISG. BAR LE DUC. FRANCE.

FIGURE WINDOWS | _
STRTUARY o ; FOR CHURCHES,

ipproved by 13 HoMness Tope fhus MK, Griul 1KES.
Go.d Medals at all the Unlversal Ixpeailiune,
Urend Frix d'Honneur, Roms, I870.
AGENTS 1N AMERICA;

CASTLE & SON,
20 UNIVERSITY ST., - MONTREAL,

Alze for JOHN TAYLOR & CO., England,
BelLlL FOUNDERS.

Catholic World's Fair Visitors

Catholic famllies and young men visiting the
Chicago Falr ean be accommodated at very
regsonable terms, in responsible hotels and
private Catholic famliljes in Chleago, with
whom very liberal arrangements have aiready
been inade by the Columbian Oatholic Bureau
of Information, 403 Owing'’s Bullding, Uhlcﬁo,
incorporated under the laws of Illinois. D=
dorsed by Arochbishop Feehan and leading
business men of OhlosFo.
lmJg_fany' valuable privileges enjoyed by mem-

8.

$pecia! accommodations for Ladles. Circa-
lars, with full information, on application to

FRANCIS 1, M. COLLINS, Agent,

818 Palace Street, Montreal,

In writing meption thle paper. 4D



